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f M n decision*  ol  the  Seventh  World  CtiogreM  ««  thoroughly 
I,uhu«l  with  tin-  M*irtl  of  Marx  anti  Engel*  and  their  great  eofi- 

li inn* lot betim  »ntl  Stalin. 

I here  can  be  Ho  doubt  but  that  in  the  long  run  thex  rfcddoiu 
, li  )luvt  ...  ith  full  understanding  in  the  rtmlci  of  the  woking 
s (if  thin  country,  tbc  cradle  of  the  International  ol  M-irx  and 
[.‘HK*1>.  iind  that . despite  all  obstacle*  and  salmtagc,  millions  of 
0fter>  will  take  Up  the  struggle  t..  carry  the*e  decisions  into 

£t££ClllfC)K)* 

It  i>  of  vital  ftltfiurlitiice  *i  matter  of  Ivciiloiu  in  l^c  1 i i k 
degree  lor  every  class-conscious  worker  to  come  out  in  favour  of 
establishing  national  and  international  unity  in  the  working  class, 
l et  there  be  unity  against  the  class  enemy,  against  the  offensive 
of  capital,  against  fascism  and  imperialist  war — unity  in  the 
struggle  for  the  victory  of  socialism  in  one's  own  country  and 
throughout  the  entire  world  ! 
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ki  port  on  i'h k activities  of  the  executive 

I COM M I TI’E K OP  THE  COMMUNIST  IN  TERNATIONAL 

Historical  Test  of  the  Two  Paths  of  Development 

Comrades,  seven  years  of  hard  and  rostly  struggle  waned  by 
I the  toiling  masses  against  their  oppressors  and  their  exploiters 
} separate  the  Sixth  World  Congress  of  the  Communist  Intcr- 

| national  from  the  Seventh.  These  seven  years  have  brought 

| about  a great  change  in  the  relation  of  class  forces  all  over  the 
world  and  have  provided  the  proletariat  with  rich  revolutionary 

experiences.  ... 

[ Our  Sixth  World  Cong:-  - was  faced  with  the  decisive  ques- 

tion ; Whither  is  international  development  tending  ? 

1 This  question  likewise  faced  the  Congress  of  the  Second 

International  winch  was  being  held  in  Bruwk  at  the  same  time. 

It  was  also  being  asked  by  the  bourgeois  economists  and 
politicians. 

It  was  the  time  of  the  relative,  partial  stabilization  of 
capitalism,  when  industry  and  commerce  had  surpassed  the 
pre-war  level  and  were  experiencing  a boom. 

What  reply  did  the  Social- Democrats  give  to  the  question 
as  to  the  prospects  of  international  development  ? 

Because  capitalism  had  to  a certain  extent  succeeded  in 
getting  back  into  its  swing,  because  production,  technique  and 
commerce  were  on  the  upgrade  and  relations  between  the 
imperialist  powers  had  been  regulated  by  a system  of  inter- 
national treaties,  the  Social-Democratic  leaders  concluded  that 
the  era  of  revolutions  and  wars  had  come  to  an  end,  that  the 
Bolsheviks  and  their  theory  and  practice  had  suffered  bank- 
ruptcy and  that  the  Soviet  Union  would  have  to  capitulate 
to  the  international  bourgeoisie  or  perish. 

But  the  Social-Democrats  also  drew  a further 
conclusion  : since  an  era  of  **  organized  capitalism,"  of  per- 
manent prosperity  and  peaceful  development  is  impending, 
the  Marxist  theory  of  the  class  struggle  and  of  the  violent  over- 
throw of  toe  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  has  become  antiquated  and 
must  be  replaced  by  the  theory  of  peaceful  growth  into  socialism 
by  means  of  strengthening  the  power  of  the  state,  which  allegedly 
stands  above  classes,  economic  peace  and  participation  in 
coalition  governments. 
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Hut  thi>  was  tin-  position  not  only  of  official  Social-Demo, 
i ran  Its  inlfiii’iiiv  | "'nr  i ii  to  I even  into  our  ranks,  It  was  iij., 
Ki^iii  ( Irnu  nts  in  Inc  Sections  of  lilt;  t'ommuiml  Inintiatioma 
who  defended  the  theory  that  the  trend  of  intcmutjouai 
development  was  tovvauls  Mieiiglhciiiiij;  the  stabilization  ()i 
t (ipttalisin,  Ih  ii  capitalism  had  succeeded  in  re-adjusting  itself 
.uni  that  the  development  of  technique  was  creating  the 
possibility  of  a new  rise  of  capitalism.  The  Rights  also  asserts 
Hut  an  c.uly  victory  of  socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  was  not 
to  be  count  til  on  and  that  a new  rise  of  the  revolutionary  tjjy 
in  the  near  future  was  not  to  be  expected. 

As  against  these  Social-Democratic  ami  Right  opportunist 
conceptions  of  the  course  of  development  in  the  Soviet  Union 
Comrade  Stalin — basing  himself  on  the  Leninist  theory  that  it 
is  possible  for  one  country  alone  to  build  a socialist  society 
with  it > own  forces  and  that  the  victory  of  socialism  in  the 
Soviet  Union  is  of  great  international  importance— led  the 
Soviet  Union  along  the  path  of  industrialization  and  the  collec- 
tivization of  peasant  fanning. 

In  opposition  to  the  Social-Democratic  and  Right  opportunist 
conceptions  that  the  capitalist  stabilization  was  a durable  and 
firm  one,  that  capitalism  had  triumphed  and  that  a peaceful 
development  without  crises  was  possible,  Comrade  Stalin,  in 
December  1927,  pictured  the  following  prospect : 

“ From  stabilization  itself,  from  the  fact  that  production 
is  growing,  from  the  fact  that  commerce  is  growing,  from 
the  fact  that  technical  progress  and  productive  possibilities 
arc  increasing,  whereas  the  world  market,  t he  limits  of  that 
market  and  the  spheres  of  influence  of  the  individual 
imperialist  groups  are  remaining  more  or  less  stable — from 
this  a most  profound  and  acute  crisis  of  world  capitalism  is 
springing,  pregnant  with  new  wars  and  threatening  the 
existence  of  stabilization  of  any  kind.’,,, 

Comrade  Stalin  said : 

I "he  tact  that  the  murder  of  Sacco  and  Vanzelti  could 
give  rise  to  the  demonstrations  of  the  working  class  un- 
doubtedly goes  to  show  that  deep  down  in  the  depths  of  the 
woi  king  class  there  have  accumulated  revolutionary  energies 
that  are  seeking  a pretext,  an  occasion,  sometimes  an 
apparently  most  insignificant  occasion  to  burst  forth  and 
overwhelm  the  capitalist  regime.”! 

* Stulm  ZiY/.ir/  to  the  Fifteenth  Congress  to  the  C.P.S  U. 

‘ Ibid. 
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On  tin  basis  of  this  correct  Marxiil-LemnUt  analysis  of  the 
world  situation  given  by  Comrade  Stalin,  the  Sixth  W. orl 
(‘..nrn-vs  of  1I10  Con»nm>‘st  I nl  it  national,  as  against  tli 

SociabJi. and  Right  opportunist**  laid  down  an  orw«- 

taiioii  to  the  effect  that  the  impending  new  third  innod  of 
DO«t-w&r  development  was  one  that  would  be  marked  by  a new 
revolutionary  upsurge  and  by  the  shattering  of  the  alabiti- 
xation  of  cartalism.  We  pointed  out  that  what  was  impending 
was  not  a w-awful  dwrclopnit-m.  but  an  accent  natron  of  the 
class  struggle  and  the  growing  danger  of  a new  imperialist  war. 

Who  u-as  liight ; We  or  the  Social- Democrats  ? 

The  Social-Democrats  and  the  Right  opportunists  have 
suffered  bankruptcy;  their  theories  have  been  miserably 

shipwrecked.  ....  . <-•  .i_ 

The  prospect  of  world  development  outlined  by  the  Sixth 

World  Congress  of  the  Communist  International,  the  prospect 
of  the  victorious  building  of  socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  shattering  of  capitalist  stabilization  have  been  confirmed 
bv  the  whole  course  of  development. 

The  period  that  has  now  elapsed  witnessed  a turning  point  in 
the  whole  course  of  world  development.  In  the  Soviet  Union 
this  period  was  one  of  hurricane  progress,  a period  of  victory 
for  socialism.  In  the  capitalist  countries  it  was  marked  by 
uninterrupted  decline,  by  an  economic  crisis  of  unexampled 
profundity,  by  a futile  search  for  a way  out  of  the  crisis,  and 
by  the  accentuation  of  the  general  crisis  of  capitalism. 

Economically  and  politically,  the  Soviet  Union  has  become  a 
mighty  socialist  Great  Power,  exerting  a growing  influence  on 
the  whole  course  of  world  development.  The  capitalist  world, 
on  the  contrary,  has  been  enfeebled  by  the  crisis  and  is  being 
shaken  to  its  foundations  by  profound  and  insurmountable 
antagonisms  between  classes  and  states,  antagonisms  the 
development  of  which  is  ripening  the  conditions  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  power  of  the  exploiting  classes. 

The  revolutionary  movement  of  the  toilers  in  the  capitalist 
countries  has  steadily  grown  during  these  seven  years.  The 
Communist  Parties,  whicli  issued  correct  slogans  to  the  masses 
and  directed  them  towards  the  struggle,  have  grown  and  in  an 
increasing  number  of  countries  are  becoming  an  important 
factor  in  political  life. 

The  great  historical  swing  of  the  masses  from  reformism  to 
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cpnuniiiitsm,  from  support  of  capitalism  to  a struggle  f)>r 
socialism,  lias  begun. 

■■if 

In  my  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Executive  Committee  0# 
tin  ('oirmnmist  Inleruational,  I shall  stress  two  large  groups  of 
questions:  the  results  of  the  work  carried  on  by  the  Com- 
munists among  the  masses  and  the  development  of  our  Party 
work. 

Eos  the  sake  of  clarity,  J shall  divide  the  period  covered  by 
the  report  into  three  stages,  corresponding  to  the  development 
of  the  class  struggle  and  the  prevalence  in  each  stage  of  definite 
forms  of  the  revolutionary  movement : 

(1)  The  maturing  of  a new  upsurge  in  the  revolutionary 
movement. 

(2)  The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  years  of  greatest 
crisis. 

(3)  The  shift  of  the  socialist  workers  towards  a united  front 
with  the  Communists. 


1.  THE  MATCHING  OF  A SEW  UPSURGE  IN  THE  REVOLUTIONARY 

MOVEMENT 

The  events  that  immediately  followed  the  Sixth  World 
Congress  confirmed  our  analysis  of  the  prospects  of  the  revo- 
lutionary movement.  We  were  right  when  we  said  that  the 
development  0 f the  revolution  in  China,  the  uprising  in 
Indonesia,  the  gigantic  demonstrations  in  Europe  and  America 
against  the  execution  of  Sacco  and  Vanzctti.  the  general  strike 
in  Great  Britain  in  1926,  the  July  events  in  Vienna  in  1927 
and  the  great  spread  of  the  strike  movement  in  most  of  the 
capitalist  countries  that  began  in  1927  were  symptoms  of  the 
beginning  of  a new  revolutionary  upsurge.  We  foretold  the 
continuance  of  tin's  upsurge,  which  is  not  divided  by  a Chinese 
Wall  from  the  revolutionary  crisis.  The  Congress  set  the  Sec- 
tions of  the  Communist  International  the  task  of  organizing 
and  leading  the  growing  struggle  of  the  toilers  against  the 
exploiting  classes. 

The  Economic  and  Political  Struggles  of  the  Proletariat. 

Within  a few  months  after  the  Sixth  Congress  a wave  of 
economic  strikes,  such  as  had  not  been  witnessed  for  a long 
time,  broke  out  in  all  the  European  countries.  In  Lodz  there 
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began  one  of  the  biggest  textile  workers'  strikes  in  the  history 
of  (lie  Polish  working-class  movement,  which  turned  into  a 
general  strike  of  the  proletariat  of  Lodz,  In  the  Ruhr,  200,000 
workers  fought  for  five  weeks  for  an  increase  in  wages.  In 
Northern  France,  the  textile  workers  went  »|i  strike  The 
parliamentary  elections  in  (icrmany,  Poland  and  France 
showed  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  votes  cast  for 
the  Communists,  which  was  evidence  of  the  growing  political 

character  of  the  stir  that  had  begun. 

This  new  revolutionary  upsurge  was  by  no  means  confined  to 
the  European  countries.  It  was  reflected  in  the  anti-imperialist 
and  the  agrarian  revolution  in  China  and  in  the  national  revolu- 
tionary and  working-class  movement  in  India. 

The  movement  showed  that  the  broad  masses  of  the  toilers, 
who  had  recovered  from  the  defeats  of  the  years  1921-23,  were 
not  Willing  to  accept  the  further  impairment  of  their  conditions 
brought  about  by  rationalization  and  the  general  crisis  of 
capitalism.  It  was  true  that  capitalist  production  was  sharply 
on  the  upgrade ; but  the  condition  of  the  working  class  was 
growing  markedly  worse.  It  was  true  that  a section  of  the 
employed  workers  were  receiving  higher  wages  than  in  the 
earlier  post-war  years : hut.  on  the  other  hand,  exploitation 
due  to  rationalization  had  become  incredibly  intensified  and  a 
large  number  of  workers  had  been  forced  out  of  the  production 
process. 

The  Socialists  talked  about  " prosperity,"  but  unemployment 
increased.  The  Socialists  talked  about  " economic  democracy," 
but  sweating  in  the  factories  was  becoming  unendurable.  The 
Social-Democrats  prated  about  " organized  capitalism  " which 
was  overcoming  its  internal  difficulties,  but  class  antagonisms 
were  growing  daily  more  acute  and  were  resulting  in  a growth 
of  the  class  struggle. 

The  Social-Democrats  in  all  countries  placed  themselves 
entirely  at  the  service  of  the  development  of  capitalist  economy. 
The  prospects  they  held  out  of  the  development  of  capitalist 
economy  into  socialism  they  deduced  from  the  growth  and 
success  of  capitalism  at  that  time.  Hence  their  theory  of  the 
possibility  of  "permanent  prosperity,”  of  a ” development 
without  crises,”  of  " organized  capitalism,”  and  " industrial 
democracy,"  under  which  the  workers  and  the  employers  were 
to  be  ” equal  parties  ” in  the  settlement  of  economic  questions. 
In  some  countries  the  Social-Democrats  called  this  " construc- 
tive socialism,”  in  accordance  with  which  the  growth  of  capi- 
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tnijst  MM it  was  supposed,  would  lead  t<>  socialism  by 

wav  of  pallia  nun  I ary  democracy  and  coahtion  governments. 
Guided  bv  these  views,  the  Social- Democrats  strove  for  stilj 
, loser  relation*  with  the  bourgeois  state,  ami  in t.ermany. 
Great  Britain  ami  Denmark;  took  part  m the  uipitalist  govern- 
Hu  nts.  Furthermore,  the  Social-Democrats  tacanj*  mterlockofl 

with  the  heads  of  the  trusts  and  had  p°sjf  on  , of  directors 
con  /erred  on  them  by  t he  bnu  rgeoisie.  I he  natural  consequence 
of  this  was  that  the  Social- Democrats  advocated  restricting 
the  class  struggle  and  industrial  peace  and  endeavoured  to  bar 
strikes  by  the  workers.  Ail  nutters  affecting  tin  economic 
interests  of  the  working  class  were  to  be  decided  by  state 

arbitration  boards,  , ■ 

Pram  this  position  of  the  Social-Deimvcratic  leaders,  and  in 

view  of  the  commanding  position  held  l>v  the  bouigeoism  jn 

relation  to  the  working  class,  it  followed  automatically  that 

the  proletariat  would  have  been  completely  del n erect  over 

to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  would  have 

remained  without  any  leadership  whatsoever  m its  economic 

■froggterr  httd-not  thr  Communists  vigorously’  opposed  by  the  . 

rrmibned  without  anv  leadership  whatsoever  in  its  economy  { 

struggles,  had  not  the  Communists  vigorously  opposed  by  the  by 

c lassTtnigglem the  collaboration  of  the  Social-Democrats  with 

the  bourgeoisie  and  had  they  not  attempted  to  organize  a revo- 

Jutionary  leadership  of  the  economic  and  political  st  niggles. 

Because  of  the  necessity  oi  defending  the  vital  interests  of 

the  toiling  masses,  of  intensifying  their  ability  to  fight  increasing 

exploitation  and  oppression,  because  of  the  necessity  of  rallying 

the  masses  for  this  struggle,  there  devolved  on  the  Communists, 

as  the  Eleventh  Plenum  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 

Communist  International  in  1922  stated,  tiie  task  of  laying 


down  a more  precise  and  distinct 
*■  political  line  of  their  own,  fundamentally  differing  from 
the  line  of  the  reformists  both  on  all  general  political  ques- 
tions {war,  attitude  towards  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics,  China,  India,  Egypt,  etc.)  and  on  questions  of 
the  day-to-day  struggle  of  the  working  class  (against  arbi- 
tration, against  wage  reductions,  against  a longer  working 
day,  against  supporting  the  capitalists  in  the  matter  of 
rationalisation,  against  * industrial  peace,’  etc.).” 

In  tactics,  this  political  line  of  the  Communists  found  ex- 
po "ion  in  the  slogan  "class against  class  ’’—the  class  of  prole- 
tarians against  the  class  of  the  bourgeoisie. 
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limirprtmie  licsc  nu  ucs  wi-m-  ik*i  .him’  -*  “fv1 t 

front** pf  the  Communists  with  the  Socialists  for  the  struggle 
against  the  bourgeoisie,  but,  on  the  contrary,  presupposed  t. 
They  aimed  at  creating  a revolutionary  leadership  of  the 
economic  and  political  struggles  of  the  proletariat. 

The  resolution  of  the  E.C.C.I.  of  February  1928  on  the  tactics 
of  "class  against  class"  in  Great  Britain  made  this  quite 


clear. 

11  " Inasmuch  as  large  strata  of  the  working  class  still  follow 
the  reformist  leaders,  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  propose  a 
united  front  on  both  a national  and  local  scale,  in  order  once 
more  to  excise  the  leaders  of  the  Labour  Party-and  the  trade 
unions,  who  prefer  unity  with  the  capitalists  to  unity  with 

the  revolutionary  workers.”  , 

Laying  clown  a sharp  line  of  demarcation  between  the 

reformist  and  Communist  policies,  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
fuitl  one  of  the  essential  foundations  of  our  tactics  of  class 
against  class,”  by  no  means  precludes  Communists,  while 
conducting  their  independent  election  campaigns,  from  under- 
taking at  elections— for  instance,  in  Great  Britain— to  support 
the  Labour  candidates  who  vote  in  favour  of  the  urgent  de- 
mands of  the  working  class,  or  in  France,  concluding  election 
agreements  with  the  Socialists  in  special  cases  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  election  of  reactionary  candidates.  Unless  such  a 
united  front  of  the  workers  against  the  capitalists  is  created  it  is 
impossible  to  defend  effectively  the  vital  interests  of  the  workers 
in  the  struggle  against  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  tactics  of  "class  against  class  ” strengthened  the  Com- 
munist Parties  and  enabled  them  to  appear  before  the  working 
class  as  an  independent  force  in  the  leadership  of  the  class 
struggle.  In  Great  Britain,  the  Communists  for  the  first  time 
began  to  carry  on  big  mass  campaigns  independently  all  over 
tiie  country.  In  France,  the  Communists  set  themselves  up  as 
an  independent  factor  against  the  Left  bhc.  It  was  only  by 
determinedly  pursuing  an  independent  line  that  the  Communist 
Party  of  Germany  was  able  to  carry  with  it  large  sections  of  the 
masses  who  were  turning  away  from  Social-Democracy,  to 
organize  tremendous  strike  actions  and  demonstrations  and  to 
create  a powerful  front  of  revolutionary  class  struggle. 
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tt,i,  successes  must  not  hlitid  u*  »<>  the  /act  that  j 
pU,MllIlLi.  these  tactics  a number  of  sectarian  mistakes  were 
committed  While  the  Communists  m Tnat  nnutin  iVer<; 
riein  in  purring  up  then  independent  candidates  against  the 
I .iIhtui  Parly  leaders  in  tin-  pari  ia  men  tay  elections  and  fi^htiW 
ih.  i.  Miilf,  it  »as  wrong  tor  the  small  Communist  pnr,' 
in  concentrate  alt  its  .attention  on  its  own  candidates  and  to 
make  hut  little  effort  to  have  candidates  put  up  by  labour 
conferences  of  local  trade  union  and  Labour  1 arty  branches 


dissociating  themselves  from  me  sori  ii  i < ^ mm  con- 

ducting a ruthless  struggle  against  Zprgkbd  and  Severing, 
wjs  wrong  of  the  Communists  to  dissociate  themselves  also 
from  the  A^ial- Democratic  workers  and  to  call  them  little 
Zorgiebek"  , While  it  was  right  for  the  Communists  in  l92S 
and  lo-'u  in  Germany,  France,  Great  Britain  and  a number  0f 
other  countries,  in  view  of  the  conditions  that  existed  at  that 
time,  not  to  make  proposals  for  a united  front  to  the  Social- 
Democratic  leaders,  it  was  wrong  to  interpret  the  decisions  of 
the  Communist  International  as  meaning  that  our  comrades 
must  not  make  such  proposals  to  the  local  organizations  of 
the  Social-Democrats  and  of  the  reformist  trade  unions. 


Owing  to  this  defective  application  of  our  tactics  of  " class 
against  class,”  and  frequently  even  to  the  distorted  idea  that 
these  tactics  supposedly  precluded  the  united  front,  our 
Sections  in  tin's  stage  of  the  struggle  failed  to  achieve  the 
success  they  might  have  achieved.  It  was  only  when  the  up- 
surge in  the  strike  movement  began  and  the  Social-Democrats 


$ed  this  movement,  set  the  state  arbitration  machinery  in 
motion  and  began  to  stifle  the  strikes,  that  the  revolutionary 
tactics  of  the  Communists  gained  the  sympathies  of  large 
numbers  of  workers.  Our  Sections  began  to  understand  how 
important  for  the  struggle  of  the  workers  was  the  organization 
of  indejiendcnt  strike  committees  elected  by  the  workers 
themselves. 


1 me,  the  Communists  here  came  into  conflict  with  the 
reformist  trade  union  leaders,  who,  by  referring  to  trade 
union  discipline  and  by  threatening  expulsion,  tried  to  prevent 
the  Communists  from  organizing  the  strike  struggle,  But 
under  no  circumstances  could  the  Communists  renounce  the 
niggle  on  behalf  of  the  demands  of  the  masses,  and  the 
organization  of  their  struggles,  out  of  respect  for  such  trade 
union  discipline.  Without  violations  of  the  trade  union  dis- 
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cipline  exercised  by  the  reformist  leaders,  and  without  the 

tuguii/.in nnl<  jh  ndi-nt  strike  committee  . t ] i ■ - > would 

have  been  no  I *>(U  strike,  no  struggle  m the  Ruhr,  and  no 
powerful  strike  movement  in  ( zechostovakia. 

In  view  of  the  policy  of  economic  peace  pm  suet  I by  the 
Snii.il-I li-niiH mis,  liatl  there  been  no  t ominunist  leadership 
Of  the  strike  Struggle  the  bourgeoisie  even  in  tlie  years  of 
economic  boom  would  have  succeeded  to  a far  greater  degree 
in  carrying  out  their  plan  of  lowering  wages,  lengthening  tie- 
working  day  and  worsening  labour  conditions.  Many  thousands 
of  workers,  if  they  had  failed  to  see  anybody  leading  their 
struggles,  would  have  withdrawn  disappointed  from  the  Hum 
struggle. 

And  so,  as  in  1914,  the  Communists  once  more  saved  the 
honour  of  the  working-class  movement,  the  honour  of  Somalia^. 

The  Communists,  who  assumed  the  lead  of  a numl>er  of 
large  strikes  and  numerous,  small  strikes,  organised  picket 
lines  and  demonstrations  and  raised  the  masses  from  economic 
struggles  to  political  struggles,  therein  displayed  a very  strong 
fighting  spirit  and  themselves  bore  the  main  brunt  of  the 
sacrifices.  Thanks  to  this,  they  gained  considerable  influence 
among  the  working-class  masses  and  in  all  the  mass  organiza- 
tions of  the  workers. 


The  Consequences  of  Sectarian  Mistakes. 

But  here  too,  the  Communists  committed  many  sectarian 
errors.  They  were  unable  to  clinch  their  influence  organiza- 
tionally in  the  reformist  organizations  and  among  the  un- 
organized workers.  By  organizing  strike  struggles,  the  Com- 
munists strengthened  the  spirit  of  class  struggle  among  the 
proletariat,  although  the  Social- Democrats  were  advocating 
economic  peace  and  preaching  ” Mondism  ” and  the  lik< 
Nevertheless,  the  Communists  frequently  committed  the 
mistake  of  continuing  a strike  even  after  the  majority  of  the 
strikers  had  returned  to  work.  As  a result,  they  frequently 
isolated  themselves  from  the  broad  working-class  masses. 

Jth  the  hdp  of  the  slogan  demanding  independent  leader- 

fln,k's  by.0le  revolutionary  minority,  the  Communists 
helped  to  bring  about  strikes  and  to  free  revolutionary  trade 

,'™rk  the  f=l‘crs  of  the  reformist  trade  union 

S3 “ Can71"g  out  ,his  sl°San  the  essential 
task  of  a revolutionary  minority  was  ignored,  namely,  to  secure 

II 


tii*.  consent  of  (he  majority  of  the  workers  of  a Riven  factory 
to  the  declaration  of  a strike  and  to  create  an  >ntiCpemlem 
strike  ItMtlewliip  elected  by  the  strikers  theniselye.v  _ * 

Although  the Coni munists acted  rightly  tn  coining  out  agrunst 
the  traditional  aristocratic  attitude  of  the  reformists  towards 
the  unorganized  workers  and  in  favour  of  drawing  the  unor- 
ganised workers  into  the  strikes  and  on  to  strike  committees, 
nevertheless,  a number  of  Communists.  particularly  in  Gmnany. 
went  so  far  as  to  underrate  the  importance  of  the  organized 
workers  and  the  influence  of  the  reformist  trade  unions  not  only 
among  tJie  organized,  but  also  among  the  unorganized  workers. 

The  Red  International  of  Labour  Unions  was  right  in  setting 
the  task  of  smashing  the  monopolist  claim  of  the  lefonnist 
trade  union  bureaucracy  to  decide  on  economic  struggles,  a 
monopoly  it  utilized  only  in  order  to  prevent  such  struggles. 
But  the  decision  of  the  Strassburg  Conference  at  the  beginning 
of  1929  went  beyond  this  aim  when  it  declared  that  it  is  llu* 
task  of  the  strike  leadership  and  strike  committees  inde- 
pendently to  prepare  for  and  iead  the  strike  struggles^ in  spi/g 
of  and  in  opposition  to  the  reformist  trade  unions.  Ibis  also 
applies  to  the  instruction  that  " in  the  election  of  committees 
of  action  in  the  case  0/  lockouts  and  of  strike  committees  and 
other  organs  of  struggle,  all  persons  connected  with  Social- 
Democracy  and  the  trade  union  bureaucracy  arc  to  be  rejected 
on  the  grounds  that  they  are  strike-breakers.” 

The  experience  of  the  struggle  has  also  shown  that  the 
reformist  trade  union  leaders,  under  the  pressure  of  the  in- 
creasing sentiment  of  the  masses  in  favour  of  a strike,  have  not 
always  been  able  to  reject  the  strike,  and  therefore  the  tactics 
of  the  united  front  were  both  feasible  and  necessary.  The 
opportunists  in  our  ranks  advocated  the  view  that  in  the  matter 
of  strikes,  pressure  must  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  reformist 
trade  union  bureaucracy  through  the  trade  union  members,  but 
that  in  the  event  of  the  trade  union  leaders  rejecting  the  strike, 
their  decisions  must  be  abided  by.  It  goes  without  saying 
that  we  had  to  combat  this  opportunist  view.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  a mistake  to  think  that  it  was  opportunism 
to  exert  pressure  on  the  reformist  trade  union  bureaucracy  at 
ail  through  the  trade  union  members,  which  was  the  interpre- 
tation given  to  our  opposition  to  the  Brandleritc  slogan, 

" Zwingt  die  Bonzen  " f”  Bring  Pressure  on  the  Bureaucrats  ") 
in  Germany  and  later  in  other  countries.  The  revolutionary 
minority  concentrated  all  its  attention  on  independent  leader- 
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ship  of  strikes,  but  in  doing  so  they  lost  sight  of  such  a duty  as 
participating  in  strike  movements  led  by  the  reformist  trade 
union  lenders,  as  work  facilitating  the  acquisition  of  a firm 
influence  over  the  majority  of  the  workers  participating  in 
these  strike  movements. 

In  spite  of  these  sectarian  mistakes,  the  inlluonce  of  t lie 
Communists  among  the  organized  working-class  masses  grew 
very  rapidly.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  reformist  trade 
union  leaders  began  to  expel  Communists  from  the  trade  unions 
in  Germany,  Great  Britain,  the  United  Slates  and  in  a number 
of  other  countries. 

The  Communist  Party  in  Germany  adopted  quite  correct 
fighting  tactics  against  these  measures,  recommending  its 
followers  to  sign  the  declarations  demanded  by  the  reformist 
trade  union  leaders  to  the  effect  that  they  would  submit  to 
trade  union  discipline,  in  order  thereby  to  make  it  possible 
for  them  to  remain  in  the  trade  unions.  The  growing  indigna- 
tion of  the  revolutionary  workers  over  the  expulsions  and 
over  the  reformist  policy  of  splits  induced  many  Communist 
functionaries  to  issue  a pseudo-radical  and  utterly  sectarian 
appeal  not  to  pay  membership  dues.  Naturally,  this  was  im- 
mediately taken  advantage  of  by  the  reformist  trade  union 
leaders  in  order  to  proceed  still  more  vigorously  with  the 
expulsion  of  the  opposition.  The  reformists  pursued  similar 
splitting  tactics  in  the  sports  and  educational  organizations. 

This  policy  of  the  reformists  demanded  the  organized  con- 
solidation of  the  revolutionary  trade  union  opposition,  par- 
ticularly in  Germany  and  Poland  ; and  indeed,  in  1928  and  in 
1929,  certain  successes  were  achieved.  But- here  again  a sec- 
tarian mistake  was  committed : the  Revolutionary  Trade 
Union  opposition  was  transformed  into  new  trade  unions,  and, 
as  a result,  found  itself  isolated  from  the  greater  mass  of  mem- 
bers of  the  reformist  trade  unions.  Another  mistake  was  that 
our  Sections  in  other  countries  mechanically  took  over  this 
decision  of  the  German  Communist  Party,  ignoring  the  abso- 
lutely different  concrete  situation  existing  in  their  own  par- 
ticular countries. 

The  most  glaring  example  of  sectarianism  in  the  trade  union 
movement  was  provided  in  Great  Britain,  where  in  the  face 
of  the  sharp  attacks  of  the  Right  members  of  the  General 
Council  and  the  vacillations  of  the  Left  trade  union  leaders, 
the  Communists  adopted  such  clumsy  and  sectarian  tactics 
that  the  Minority  Movement  actually  fell  to  pieces.  Adopting 
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tin'  cowse  of  imlt'JN'mlt'iltJy  leading  (lie  wononnV  stingos,  ||u. 
Communists,  us  a result  of  funner  Kigllt  misUkts  .mil  I hi;  jn, 
adetimitc  Migam/alumal  consolidation  of  the  Minority  Move- 
mini,  lnmsfon«il  their  main  woik  front  (la-  unde  union  groups 
[*i  individual  members  and  from  die  tiudc  umon.t  to 
unorganized  workers,  and  set  up  tlteit  scanty  foil «s  against  t|1L. 
whole  trade  union  movemeitl.  These  mistakes  were  aggravated 
by  the  fact  that  the  Communists  regarded  the  Mm,,nty 
Movement  as  the  germ  of  new  trade  unions  and  diseotuinui-d 
recruiting  workers  for  the  trade  unions,  issuing  appeals  to  join 
the  ranks  of  the  Minority  Movement.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  mistakes  were  committed  bv  om  comrades  in 
a country  where  the  reformist  trade  unions  possess  the  oldest 
traditions.  In  such  a state  of  attains,  the  ( onunutiists  were 
bound  to  become  entirely  isolated  from  the  trade  union  move- 
ment, and  the  Minority  Movement  collapsed.  It  is  only  with 
great  difficulty  that  our  British  comrades,  haring  realized 
their  mistakes  and  correspondingly  altered  theii  ti.ule  union 
policy,  are  managing  to  regain  their  influence  in  the  trade 


union  movement. 

It  was  precisely  the  fact  that  the  strength  of  the  traditions 
that  bind  the  working-class  masses  to  the  old  trade  union 
organizations  was  underrated,  and  that  the  main  stress  in  our 
work  was  laid  on  strengthening  the  Ked  trade  unions  and  on 
building  revolutionary  trade  unions,  that  resulted  in  the  Com- 
munists for  several  years  neglecting  work  in  the  reformist 
trade  unions,  although  such  work  was  quite  feasible.  It  was 
natural  that  this  should  have  very  severely  hindered  the  spread 
of  our  influence  among  the  masses  of  organized  trade  unionists. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  the  fact  remains  that  in  the  pre-crises 
period,  especially  when  the  economic  strike  was  the  principal 
form  of  development  of  the  class  struggle,  the  Communists 
were  the  chief  initiators  ami  leaders  of  the  strike  struggle  in  a 


number  of  countries.  During  this  period  the  Communist 
Parties  gained  in  political  strength  and  their  ideological  influence 
among  the  masses  markedly  increased.  But  they  still  did  not 
become  a force  that  was  fully  able  to  utilize  the  new  situation 
that  has  come  about  with  the  outbreak  of  the  economic  crisis 
in  the  interests  of  the  class  struggle  of  the  proletariat. 

J’his  leads  me  to  the  second  stage  of  the  struggle  in  the 
jvriod  under  review,  the  stage  embracing  the  revolutionary 
movement  in  the  years  of  greatest  crisis. 


n.  mie  hevoi.utionahv  movement  m no  years  or 

oiM-  Ai  i st  Crisis 


In  the  autumn  of  1929  tin-  industrial  erjsis  began  in  America, 
which  became  interwoven  with  the  agrarian  crisis  in  (be 
peasant  countries  arid  the  crisis  in  the  colonies,  and  which 
spread  with  extraordinary  rapidity  all  over  the  capitalist 
World, 

This  crisis  brought  appalling  misery  to  the  toiling  masses. 
Many  millions  of  industrial  workers  and  office  employees  were 
discharged  from  factories,  mines,  and  offices.  According  to  the 
Bulletin  of  the  Uihour  Office  of  the  League  of  Nations,  the 


number  of  unemployed  in  thirty-four  industrial  countries  alone 
increased  from  0,538,000  in  1929  to  29,042,000  in  1932.  Accord- 
ing to  official  figures,  the-  number  of  unemployed  in  the  United 
States  in  1932  readied  12.000,000  and  according  to  the  Hamil- 
ton Institute,  as  much  as  17,000,000.  In  Germany,  according 
to  official  data,  there  were  7,000,000  unemployed  in  1932. 

In  every  country  the  wages  of  employed  workers  Cell. 
Millions  of  workers  were  put  on  part-time  work  with  corres- 
ponding reductions  in  wages.  Skilled  workers  were  reduced 
to  the  standard  of  living  of  unskilled  workers  and  employed 
workers  to  the  standard  of  living  ol  unemployed  workers. 
According  to  the  German  Government  Bureau  of  Statistics, 


the  total  wages  of  German  workers,  clerical  workers  and  govern- 
ment employees  fell  from  M. 44,500 ,000, 000  in  1929  to 
M.26, 000, 000,000  in  1932.  Total  wages  in  the  United  States 
fell  from  $17,200,000,000  in  1929  to  SO.Soo.ooo.ooo  in  1932. 

Not  a single  worker  or  office  employee  in  a single  capitalist 
country  was  certain  of  the  morrow.  Millions  were  condemned 


to  hunger  and  cold.  Millions  became  beggared  and  homeless 
spending  their  nights  in  parks,  public  squares  and  under  bridges’ 
The  working  class,  which  created  all  the  wealth  of  modern 
society,  sank  to  a stateof  jx>verty  unknown  to  the  memory  of 


But  no  less  became  the  poverty  and  want  of  the  toiline 

SafTlie  lf  t0A  Pl!!ndler  the  pcasant  masses,  monopoly 
capital,  the  trusts  and  the  banks  lowered  the  price  of  the 

kve^nf  °f-  peafant  agriculture,  while  maintaining  the  former 

SctedPS  T ma"ufactured  goods.  The  banks  ruthlessly 

.0  the  state  made  subsid'“ 


Hiis  police  of  plundering  tin*  peasants  avt  vlvi.itril  tin- 
ili-utrioratioii'tif  |H*asanl  fanning,  totally  nnmng  lais  of  ihun- 
sandsof  iH'if'.int  households  and  vomit-inning  milli**ns  <■  hmis..- 
IioMs  co  languish  in  misery.  In  a number  of  count  nos  Hi-im-nis 
of  the  feudal  system  haw  In-eti  restored  or  stn  ngt  n-nnl  l |1L. 
txHMtst  Strata  of  the  peasantry  have  fallen  prey  to  the  umiivis. 
The  luihfl  has  become  a permanent  -guest  in  the  j^asant 
farms,  lumine  devours  whole  agricultural  regions  m 1 1 ohuid, 
North- Hasten)  Japan,  and  the  Carpathian (Ukraine.  I overt y 
and  want  have  become  the  lot  of  a large  section  of  the-  American 

farmers 

The  horror  of  the  situation  is  emphasized  by  t ie  fact  that 
warehouses  and  corn-bins  in  all  countries  arc  butstmg  will, 
grain,  grain  is  being  used  as  fuel  for  locomotives  colfee  js 
being  dumped  into  the  sea,  while  the  producer  of  these  com- 
modities—the  peasant — starves.  . . • . , 

No  better  is  the  situation  of  the  urban  petty  bourgeoisie . whose 

impoverishment  is  taken  advantage  of  by  the  mists  and  big 
capitalists  in  order  to  seize  the  property  of  the  pc  t \ nirgeois. 
The  petty- bourgeois  intellectuals  are  steadily  osing  tlieir 
means  of  subsistence,  thousands  of  teachers,  doctors,  lawyers 
and  especially  engineers  and  agronomists  are  leading  a wretched 
existence  as  unemployed.  Knowledge  and  ability  lose  all 
meaning  when  the  capitalists  are  unable  to  derive  profit  from 

tffrm-  ..  . _ 

Hut  still  more  desperate  has  become  the  situation  of  the 
peoples  of  the  colonies  and  the  dependent  countries,  who  owing 
to  the  still  greater  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  product  of  their 
labour  under  the  pressure  of  imperialist  monopoly,  and  as  the 
result  of  the  high  price  of  manufactured  articles,  have  been 
literally  ruined.  Hundreds  of  millions  of  peasants  in  the 
colonies  are  starving.  Epidemics,  which  were  considered  to 
have  been  eradicated,  break  out  witli  new  virulence  and  exter- 
minate the  physically-exhausted  population.  I he  hunger  and 
want  of  the  unemployed  of  China,  India,  Indo-China  and  Africa, 
for  whom  no  relief  of  any  kind  is  provided,  baffles  description. 

The  avarice  of  the  imperialist  bourgeoisie,  which  has  no 
concern  for  the  starving  masses,  started  a steadily  rising  tide  of 
movements  of  the  toilers  against  their  exploiters  and  tor- 
mentors. These  movements  have  become  an  increasing  menace 
to  the  supremacy  of  the  imperialists  in  the  colonics  and  the 
dependent  countries. 
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The  Imperialist  Ilottrgeoiste  is  seeking  a nay  out  »>i  War  anil 

Fascism 


Tin-  imperialist  bourgeoisie  cannot  coniine  itself  to  plunder- 
ing (In-  (oiling  masses  ol  its  own  countries  and  the  colonial 
possessions  it  had  seized.  The  accentuation  of  the  class 
Struggles,  iht*  shrinkage  of  profits,  bankruptcies  and  the  decline 
of  foreign  tiade  drive  the  bourgeoisie  to  make  preparations  for 
a war  jn  order  in  increase  tlieir  profits  by  seizing  and  plundering 
foreign  countries.  These  prepara!  ions  are  simultaneously  and 
primarily  designed  for  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
home,  the  basis  and  tin*  bulwark  of  the  proletarian  revolution. 
Thus  a frantic  race  for  armaments  begins. 

[apan  seizes  Manchuria  in  order  to  create  a stepping-off 
place  for  a war  against  the  Soviet  Union.  She  razes  C.hapei, 
the  suburb  of  Shanghai,  to  the  ground,  in  order  to  bring  China 
under  her  influence.  War  breaks  out  between  Paraguay  and 
Bolivia. 


In  Germany,  t lie  most  reactionary,  chauvinistic  and  nationalist 
elements  of  finance  capital  set  up  a fascist  dictatorship.  They 
propagate  " the  myth  of  blood  and  honour,’’  the  " racial 
theory,"  the  theory  of  belligerent  German  imperialism.  They 
preach  a crusade  against  the  Soviet  Union  and  for  the  exter- 
mination of  Marxism  all  over  the  world. 


Italian  imperialism  makes  preparations  for  the  annexation 
of  Abyssinia,  thereby  creating  a new  centre  of  war.  Indeed, 
when  it  is  a question  of  increasing  the  profits  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
or,  all  the  more,  when  it  is  a question  of  arresting  the  decline  of 
profits,  the  bourgeoisie  is  prepared  to  commit  the  most  heinous, 
gruesome  and  bloody  crimes. 

Nevertheless,  the  growing  revolutionary  upsurge  and  the 
increasing  sympathy  of  the  toiling  masses  for  the  Soviet  Union, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  unprecedented  plundering  of  the 
masses,  the  frantic  arming  for  a new  war  and  the  organization 
of  fascist  forces  by  the  bourgeoisie,  on  the  other,  go  to  show  that 
tremendous  class  conflicts  are  impending.  At  the  same  time, 
they  indicate  the  weakness  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

1 he  first  symptoms  of  the  approach  of  these  conflicts  were 

manifested  as  early  as  193°  *md  193G  In  Spain,  the  powerful 

and  spontaneous  mass  movement  in  the  spring  of  1931  over- 

threw  the  fascist  dictatorship  and  drove  out  King  Alfonso  It 

was  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish  bourgeois-democratic  revolu- 
tion. 
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In  < hin,t,  new  wave  of  anti-imperialist  and  agrarian  ivvolu. 
(ion  starred,  which  found  expression  in  tin*  formation  of  Soviet# 
and  (he  creation  of  a powerful  Ked  Army. 

In  China,  a revolt  ol  the  peasant  masses  broke  oto 


against  the  yoke  of  imperialism. 

Hut  a profound  disturbance  ol  the  imperialist  system  \vas 
proceeding  in  the  largest  imperialist  countries  as  well  | u t|,L. 
spring  t»f  Kiji,  the  Ivleventh  Plenum  of  the  hxccutive  t'ont- 
mittee  of  the  Communist  International  was  already  able  to 
record  that  in  (ienn.mv  the  conditions  for  a revnlur inriury 
crisis  were  maturing  and  that  iti  Poland  the  elements  of  ;t 
revolutionary  crisis  were  multiplying-  In  the  autumn  of  1932 
flic  Twelfth  Plenum  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Com, 


munist  International  affirmed  that  the  temporary  partial 
stabilization  of  capitalism  had  come  to  an  end  ami  tiiat  the 
transition  to  a new  round  of  revolutions  and  wars  was  under 


way. 

In  affirming  this,  the  Twelfth  Plenum  based  itself  on  the 
continued  rise  of  the  revolutionary  upsurge,  on  the  maturing 
of  the  revolutionary  crisis  in  Germany  and  Poland,  on  the 
revolutions  in  China  and  Spain  and  on  the  ol  tensive  undertaken 
by  japan  against  China.  The  Plenum  also  based  itself  on  the 
fact  that  the  Versailles  system  was  being  profoundly  under- 
mined, that  the  agreement  between  the  victorious  states  against 
Germany  had  collapsed,  as  had  the  agreement  between  Great 
Pritain.  Japan,  America  and  France  for  the  joint  exploitation 
of  China  This  was  accompanied  by  the  maturing  of  a new 
imperialist  war,  while  at  the  same  time  the  political,  economic 
and  military  power  of  the  Soviet  Union  was  being  consolidated. 


The  Working  Class  is  Seeking  a IP  ay  Oat  it  i Revolution 

The  Communist  International  drew  the  attention  of  all  toilers 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  Soviet  Union  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  has  put  an  end  to  unemployment  in  the  towns  and 
to  pauperism  in  the  country,  that  the  condition  of  the  toiling 
masses  was  improving  from  day  to  day  and  that  in  the  Soviet 
Union  socialism  was  victorious. 

The  Soviet  Union  showed  the  toiling  masses  the  only  path  of 
salvation  from  poverty,  want  and  incredible  suffering.  This  is 
the  path  of  salvation  from  fascism  and  war. 

The  task  that  the  Communist  International  laid  upon  its 
Sections  was  to  make  the  mighty  example  given  to  the  toiling 


masses  uf  the  world,  by  the  Soviet  Union  known  t o these 
masses,  to  make  the  great  lesson  afforded  by  this  example  pai  l 
<4  the  llesh  and  blood  of  these  masses. 


J’h is  example  was  ie>  signify  that  the  toiling  mass's  must 
abandon  all  the  fraudulent  I henries  of  the  bourgeois  and  Sur  ial- 
I)eniorratk%  that  in r ideate  in  the  working  class  the  idea  that 
since  crises  are  natural  to  capitalism,  tin*  working  class  should 
meekly  consent  to  bear  tin-  whole  burden  of  tin-  crisis  ; theories 
that  inculcate  in  tin*  toiling  masses  the  idea  that  since  wars 


are  natural  to  capitalism,  they  cannot  prevent  them 
that  inculcate  in  the  toiling  masses  the  idea  that 


; theorems 
since  the 


development  of  de  caying  capitalism  is  leading  to  fascism,  the 
/alter  is  inevitable. 


The  immediate  tactical  task  of  the  Communists  during  the 
crisis  was  to  prevent  the  burden  of  the  crisis  being  laid  oil  the 
backs  of  the  starving  masses  by  organizing  the  struggle.  The 
central  strategic  point  of  the  struggle  in  connection  with  these 


tactics  lay  in  Germany. 

m mr 

But  tlic  working  class  entered  this  struggle  internally  divided. 
In  every  country,  the  Social-Democratic  Party,  the  oldest  and 
largest  workers'  party,  was  corroded  by  the  rust  of  reformism 
and,  in  the  conditions  of  the  crisis,  stood  for  class  collaboration 


with  the  bourgeoisie.  Only  the  comparatively  young  and,  in 
many  countries,  still  insufficiently  influential  Communist  Party 
stood  for  an  irreconcilable  class  struggle. 

Class  Collaboration  with  the  Bourgeoisie  or  Class  Struggle. 

This  controversy  was  still  rending  the  ranks  of  the  proletariat 
and  enfeebling  its  forces. 

The  Communists  took  the  lead  of  numerous  large  and  small 
actions  of  the  workers  and  peasants  and  called  upon  them  to 
fight.  The  Social-Democrats,  on  the  contrary,  declared  that 
under  the  conditions  of  the  crisis  a fight  against  dismissals  and 
wage  reductions  was  senseless. 
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The  Struggle  of  the  Unemployed 

In  spite  of  the  Social-Democrats,  the  Communists  in  a 
number  of  countries  succeeded  in  raising  the  movement  of  the 
unemployed  that  most  ill-treated  section  of  the  toilers— to  a 
high  level.  In  countries  where  government  unemployment 
insurance  existed,  as  in  Germany,  Great  Britain,  Poland 
Czechoslovakia  and  Austria,  the  Communists  took  the  lead  of 
the  struggle  against  attempts  to  impair  the  insurance  system 


against  a reduction  of  relief  and  of  I ho  duration  of  re  lief,  atltj 
against  the  replacement  of  unemployment  insurance  by  crisis 
relief.  In  the  United  States,  wliere  there  is  no  government 
unemployed  insurance,  the  Communists  developed  a campaign 
for  the  introduction  of  such  insurance,  drafted  an  insurance 
bill,  organized  demonstrations,  meetings  and  congresses  on  iis 
behalf  and  gained  the  support  of  trade  unions  and  advanced 
intellectuals  for  this. 

In  all  countries  the  Communists  led  the  light  against  evictions 
of  unemployed  for  non-payment  of  rent  and  in  favour  of  tilc 
granting  of  additional  relief  by  the  municipalities  m money  and 

kind — potatoes,  coal,  and  so  forth. 

This  light  was  an  extremely  difficult  one.  ^ ft  was  only  by  the 
creation  of  a network  of  unemployed  organizations  and  by  big 
demonstrations,  in  the  course  of  which  sharp  clashes  with  the 
police  frequently  took  place,  that  it  became  possible  to  wring 
concessions  from  the  bourgeois  state  and  its  organs  in  favour 
of  the  unemployed, 

As  a result  of  this  struggle,  it  became  possible  m a number  of 
countries  to  ease  the  lot  of  a section  of  the  unemployed  and  to 
offer  vigorous  resistance  to  the  impairment  of  social  insurance 
legislation.  However,  it  was  not  possible  to  prevent  such 
impairment. 

If,  in  spite  of  the  stubborn  fight  put  up  by  the  advanced 
section  of  the  unemployed,  this  movement  was  not  more  widely 
developed  and  converted  into  a struggle  of  the  broad  masses  of 
the  toilers,  and  if,  in  1932,  the  unemployed  movement  in  a 
majority  of  the  countries  even  began  to  subside,  it  was  owing 
to  the  following  causes  : 

1.  The  criminal  sabotage  and  the  direct  resistance  shown 
by  the  Social -Democratic  leaders  to  the  demands  and  the 
movement  of  the  unemployed  prevented  the  securing  of  a 
tangible  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the  vast  mass  of  the 
unemployed,  which  evoked  disappointment  and  passivity  in 
the  latter. 

2.  The  Social-Democratic  Party  prevented  support  being 
given  to  the  unemployed  movement  by  the  strike  movement  of 
the  employed  workers,  who  remained  passive  in  face  of  the 
poverty,  want  and  starvation  of  the  unemployed. 

3.  We  succeeded  in  enlisting  only  an  insignificant  part  of  the 
unemployed  about  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  in  the  active  struggle 
the  majority  of  the  unemployed  remaining  passive. 

4.  Not  ail  the  forms  and  methods  of  struggle  were  tried 
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which  might  have  aroused  public  opinion  much  more  powc-r- 
fullv  and  have  won  the  greater  sympathy  of  the  whole  people 
for  the  struggle  of  the  unemployed.  This  could  not  be  secured 
bv  political  demonstrations  alone,  which  at  tunes  did  not  even 
pursue  a concrete  aim.  We  all  remember  what  a great  impres- 
sion the  hunger-march  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales 
produced  throughout  the  world.  But  how  much  greater  would 
the  impression  on  public  opinion  have  been  if  all  the  hungry 
unemployed,  together  with  their  wives  and  children,  had  really 
iniTie  on  to  the  streets  with  the  simple  demand  for  bread  and 


come  01 
support 


5.  Nor  were  the  Communists  able  to  popularize  slogans  the 
concrete  nature  of  which  might  have  mobilized  the  unem- 
ployed in  the  struggle  against  capital,  or  to  link  up  the  masses 

in  the  factories  with  this  struggle. 

We  are  referring  to  such  demands  as  the  confiscation  of  stocks 
in  favour  of  the  unemployed,  extra  taxation  of  the  capitalists, 
taking  over  factories  that  were  standing  idle  or  in  which 
wholesale  discharges  were  taking  place,  and  so  forth.  It  is  true 
that  in  certain  countries  such  demands  were  put  forward  by  the 
Communists,  but  in  most  cases  this  was  not  done  in  good  time, 
they  were  not  popularized  on  a large  enough  scale,  and  what  is 
most  important,  no  serious  fight  on  their  behalf  was  undertaken. 

6.  Not  all  the  ways  of  securing  public  and  government 
support  for  the  unemployed  were  discovered.  I should  like 
here  to  quote  only  one  example  taken  from  the  Soviet  Union. 

In  1921,  when  famine  raged  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the  masses  of 
the  people  compelled  the  priests  of  the  reactionary  Christian 
church  to  surrender  to  the  masses,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  starving,  the  gold  and  silver  they  had  hoarded.  The  masses 
of  the  people  in  Germany,  the  United  States,  Austria,  Poland, 
and  other  countries  should  have  similarly  compelled  the 
wealthy,  the  Church  and  the  government  to  open  up  their 
treasures  for  the  unemployed  who  were  dying  of  starvation. 

What  is  also  beyond  doubt  is  that  the  fatalistic  attitude  of 
the  Social-Democratic  leaders  that  nothing  could  avail  against 
the  elementary  force  of  the  crisis  exerted  its  influence  on  the 
whole  proletariat.  In  the  leadership  of  the  unemployed  move- 
ment there  was  far  too  much  sheer  agitation  and  far  too  little 
initiative  in  the  organization  of  a real  struggle.  The  Com- 
munists, who  had  been  able,  it  is  true,  to  organize  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  unemployed,  had  still  not  learned  to 
draw  millions  into  this  movement. 
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Tha(  is  why,  whrn  the  fascists  in  Germany  ht^an  to  uryanfce 
charity  soup 'kitrhms  for  the  mmnployvd,  a part  nf  the  ur- 
rmplovml  sualhnuil  this  bait,  woir  tlu|vtl  by  t,u'  |»;»pa^m(la  0f 
t t*iAsv<  wetmchaft  (the  community  Of  interest  of  the  >vhoje 
ikHipii  ) ami  turned  away  from  the  revolutionary  ati uggle.  Fh& 
activity  of  the  movement  also  sulfided  in  other  countries. 


The  Strike  Movement. 

I now  come  to  the  strike  movement  in  the  jn  i iod  uf  the  crisis. 
That  the  Communists  were  not  able  to  mobilize  the  industrial 
workers  for  the  strike  simple  in  the  early  years  of  the  crisis 
(1930  to  1932).  and  that  the  latter  remained  deaf  to  the  strike 
calls  of  the  C ommunists  was  tnvin^  to  the  sabotage  of  every 
strike  movement  by  the  reformist  trade  union  Jeaiieis  and  to  the 
Sm'iul-lVmixTutir  ideology  that  held  that  no  stnkes  could  be 
eonilucted  dining  the  crisis.  The  influence  of  the  Communists 
a mom;  the  trade  union  workers  in  the  factories  was  also  very 
much  diminished  bv  the  mass  expulsion  of  Communists  from 
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the  trade  unions. 

But  finally,  in  19321  the  workers  in  a number  of  countries 
nevertheless  began  more  and  more  frequently  to  undertake 
spontaneous  lights.  Faced  with  the  growing  strike  sentiment 
of  the  masses,  the  trade  union  leaders  felt  themselves  obliged 
to  join  in  strike  struggles  and  even  to  lead  strikes. 

In  Poland,  50,399  workers  went  on  strike  against  wage  cuts, 
dismissals  and  the  closing  down  of  factories  in  1930,  and 
100,985  in  193  r,  In  1932  the  number  rose  to  313,934  and  in 
1933  to  458,399.  In  a number  of  instances  the  workers  resorted 
(o  stay-in  strikes,  barricading  themselves  in  the  factories  in 
order  to  prevent  them  from  being  shut  down  and  the  workers 
dismissed  In  many  cases  the  extraordinary  stubbornness  of 
the  Polish  workers  compelled  the  employers  to  abandon  the 
intended  wage  cuts  and  dismissals.  The  Communists  played 
an  outstanding  part  in  organizing  these  fights.  In  this  way  it 
was  proved  to  the  working  class  that  even  during  the  crisis  it  is 
jwssible  to  repulse  the  offensive  of  capital,  and  this  served  both 
to  strengthen  the  fighting  spirit  of  the  workers  and  to  increase 
the  nspect  enjoyed  by  the  Communists  as  organizers  of  the 
t niggle. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  working  class  put  up  considerable 
esistance  to  the  capitalist  offensive  from  the  very  beginning  of 
he  crisis.  In  1930,  307,000  workers  went  on  strike,  in  1931 — 


490,otx>,  and  in  1932  379,000,  Aproximatcly  onc-qnarler  of 

tht;  strikes  ended  favourably  for  the  workers,  and  about 
thirty-foul  per  cent,  ended  in  cnmpiontises.  Here  also  it  was 
proven  that  successful  strikes  could  be  conducted  during  ihe 
crisis. 

Hut  in  oilier  countries,  where  the  crisis  was  particularly  pro- 
found, as  in  Germany  and  the  United  States,  the  working  class 
in  the  early  years  of  the  crisis  were  not  in  a position  to  put  up 
any  large  degree  of  resistance  to  wage  cuts  by  means  of  strikes. 

An  upsurge  of  the  strike  movement  in  the  United  States  began 
only  in  1933,  when  the  number  of  strikers  totalled  774.7(13.  In 
Germany,  after  a general  lull  in  the  strike  movement,  it  was 
only  in  the  autumn  of  193^  that  a big  strike  of  the  Berlin 
transjKirl  workers  broke  out  which  acquired  great  political 
significance.  But  tin's  strike  too  was  stilled  by  the  Social- 
Democrats. 

What  the  Communists  had  warned  the  workers  about  from 
the  very  beginning  of  the  crisis  came  to  pass  : the  Social- 
Democratic  policy  and  strategy  resulted  in  crippling  the  light- 
ing power  of  the  proletariat  and,  consequently,  in  an  enormous 
increase  of  its  misery.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
workers  did  not  heed  the  call  of  the  Communists  to  resist  wage 
cuts  and  dismissals,  to  fight  for  the  maintenance  and  increase 
of  unemployment  relief,  and  thus  made  it  possible  for  the 
capitalists  to  render  the  conditions  of  the  toilers  still  more 
unfavourable  and  to  improve  their  own  position  at  the  latter's 
expense. 

Despite  this  Social-Democratic  policy  of  preventing  big 
conflicts,  groups  of  advanced  toilers  time  and  again  resorted  to 
the  political  struggle  against  capital  and  pointed  to  millions  and 
tens  of  millions  of  people  the  right  road  to  follow. 

I shall  only  recall  the  big  unemployed  demonstrations  on 
March  6,  1930,  in  the  United  States,  in  which  nearly  a million 
unemployed  took  part,  a number  of  big  demonstrations  in 
Germany  in  1930  and  1931,  the  great  unemployed  demonstra- 
tions in  Budapest  on  September  1, 1930,  the  farmers'  strikes  in 
the  United  States  in  1932,  the  great  march  of  the  veterans  on 
Washington  in  1932,  the  Spanish  revolution  on  April  14,  1031 
tie  strike  in  the  British  Navy  at  Invergordon  on  September 

Jjf*  193 Ij  mutlny  m tlie  Chilean  Navy  in  September  1931, 
the  peasant  risings  in  the  Western  Ukraine  in  1032  and  the 
nmtrny  on  the  Dutch  warship  De  Zsven  PtovinzunL  Februar^ 
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Defects  at  the  Organization  af  the  Mass  Struggte  <>t  the  t oiUr^ 

Hut  wliv  did  these  stormy  political  movements  of  tlu> 
remain  but  a Hash  in  the  pun.  producing  »l»  ‘"'I*’1  Ul,t  results 
■ji  (he  struggle  for  liberation?  Why  "‘T  llli>  ""l  *r:uis. 
formed  into  a jK>litical  mass  struggle  agatnst  tin- 

St  The  causes  lie  in  the  foUowing  four  main  wea k nesses  : 

, These  movements  were  largely  sj>ontaiieous,  undertaken 
without  serious  preparation,  without  a joint  organi/ai.un  (lf  ;i]] 

forces,  without  concrete  lighting  aims.  l.  ‘ ‘ *’1  a 
minor  extent  movements  in  response  to  the  *an  <.i  tin-  Com, 

munis  f Party.  , . t * 

2 True,  the  Communist  Party  endeavoured  to  provide 

these  movements  with  concrete  slogans,  to  «n  1 11  tun  seope 

and  to  raise  in  them  the  political  consciousness  of  the  masses 

to  a higher  plane;  but  the  Social-IVmocra  ic  I arty  and  ,hc 

reformist  trade  unions  opposed  this  with  a I thui  might  and 

main.  The  Communist  Parties  were  still  not  strong  and 

influential  enough  to  organize  the  masses  wlm  had  spon. 

tancuuslv  undertaken  the  political  strung  t aiu  o ^nc  them 
* 

firm  guidance.  , ... 

3 Communists,  Social- Democrats  and  unorganized  workers 

participated  in  these  movements.  These  masses  who  had 
entered  the  struggle  spontaneously,  would  have  held  together 
longer  and  could  have  been  led  further  in  the  struggle  only  if  a 
united  front  had  been  created  between  the  Communist  and 
Social- Democratic  organizations.  But  the  Social -Democratic 
parjv  was  opposed  to  such  a united  front  and  rendcied  it  mt- 
possible.  It  would,  moreover,  have  been  necessary  to  create 
{KTinanent  organs  to  lead  the  struggle,  elected  by  the  masses 
and  consisting  of  Communists,  Socialists  and  unorganized 
workers,  organs  which  would  have  enjoyed  sufficient  authority 
among  the  masses  to  draw*  increasingly  larger  numbers  into  the 
struggle  and  at  the  same  time  to  ensure  revolutionary  leader- 
ship of  the  whole  movement.  Such  organs,  however,  were  not 
created. 

.p  It  is  true  that  the  idea  of  creating  such  permanent  organs 
was  conceived  in  the  unemployed  movement.  Hut  the  city  and 
district  unemployed  committees  formed  here  and  there  by  the 
Communists  were  neither  organized  on  a sufficiently  broad 
basis  nor  enjoyed  sufficient  authority  among  the  masses  to 
accomplish  this  great  task.  Nowhere  did  they  become  in  any 
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way  notable  political  centres,  focal  points  for  the  sympathies 
of  all  the  toilers,  nor  did  they  Iwcome  tile  affair  of  the  whole 
class . The  Communists  did  not  even  make  any  set  ions  attempt 
to  explain  to  the  toilers  the  meaning  and  significance  of  these 
organs.  The  consequence  was  that  it  became  possible  for  the 
botiigeotste  and  the  Soeia I Democratic.  Party  to  represent  these 
organs  as  " irresponsible  “ and  casual  bodies,  or  as  purely 
affairs  of  the  Communist  Party  and  thus  to  weaken  their 
influence  among  tin*  non  Communist  workers. 

Under  the  conditions  that  prevailed  in  the  crisis,  the  Com- 
munist Parlies  had  to  assume  very  big  and  serious  tasks  in 
leading  the  masses  ; the  Communists  had  to  count  in  millions 
and  to  attempt  to  include  till  strata  of  the  toilers  in  the  lighting 
front.  The  accomplishment  of  this  task  was  all  the  more 
difficult  since  before  the  crisis  the  Communist  Parties  in  most 
countries  had  been  numerically  weak  organizations  and  exerted 
influence  on  a relatively  thin  stratum  of  the  workers. 

The  rapid  change  in  the  situation,  the  tremendous  growth  in 
the  discontent  of  the  masses  and  the  increase  of  the  fascist 
menace  and  the  menace  of  war  required  that  the  Communists 
should  have  constantly  reviewed  the  situation  and  the  role 
played  by  the  various  parties,  groups  and  persons  and  have 
launched  at  the  proper  time  the  slogans  corresponding  to  the 
changed  situation.  This  complexity  of  the  situation  also 
demanded  tremendous  organizational  work.  In  fulfilling  these 
tasks  the  Communists  gave  many  brilliant  examples  of  good 
work.  But  in  face  of  the  rapid  and  politically  complicated 
development  of  events,  they  often  came  out  too  late  with  their 
slogans,  did  not  always  correctly  estimate  the  relation  of  class 
forces  and  frequently  persisted  in  slogans  and  fighting  methods 
which  somewhat  earlier  had  been  correct,  but  which  had 
become  antiquated  with  the  change  in  the  situation. 

It  is  true  that  the  Communist  Parties  had  grasped  the 
important  decisions  of  the  Sixth  World  Congress  to  the  effect 
that  a new  revolutionary  upsurge  was  impending.  But  they 
often  did  not  sufficiently  realize  that  a revolutionary  upsurge  is 
not  separated  from  a revolutionary  crisis  by  a Chinese  wall. 
I hey  often  entertained  very  simplified  notions  of  the  manner 
and  means  by  which  the  masses  of  the  workers  would  break 
with  their  old  reformist  leaders  and  come  over  to  the  side  of 
the  revolutionary  struggle. 
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.■f /wit  Vi  with  the  Masses  and  at  the  Head  of  the  Masses 


In  a number  of  cases  the  Communists  also  ovm-stiniatcij  tli 
political  maturity  of  flu*  masses  and  believed  that  hard  ana 
sire  minus  work  was  no  longer  required  to  train  the  musses  fQr 
the  political  struggle  and  to  convince  them  of  its  necessity 
They  believed  that  it  was  sufficient  to  earn-  on  propaganda  jn 
favour  of  Soviet  Government  and  to  explain  to  the  masses  the 
programme  which  the  Communists  would  carry  into  effect  when 
they  had  seized  power,  in  order  to  persuade  the  workers  to 
accept  their  leadership.  These  false  ideas  led  several  Com, 
mttnisf  Parties  to  become  transformed  at  times  into  mere  pr(). 
pagamla  organs  for  our  programme,  instead  of  combining  p(<)_ 
paganda  in  favour  of  our  programme  with  the  task  of  supplying 
the  masses  at  the  proper  time  with  slogans  that  would  mobilize 
them  for  the  struggle  at  the  given  stage. 

These  erroneous  ideas  entertained  by  numerous  Communists 
manifested  themselves  primarily  in  the  trade  union  question 
and  the  development  of  the  economic  struggle.  The  Com- 
munists who  had  been  expelled  from  the  reformist  trade  unions 
adopted  a hostile  attitude  toward  the  reformist  trade  unions 
on  the  supposition  that  the  more  we  denounced  the  reformist 
organizations  for  their  passivity,  their  sabotage  of  strikes  and 
their  reformism,  the  more  rapidly  would  the  masses  break  with 
them  spontaneously  and  go  over  to  the  small  trade  union 
skeleton  organizations  of  the  Communists. 

The  Communists  failed  to  note  what  Comrade  Stalin  had  said 
on  May  o,  192.5,  to  the  .Moscow  Party  functionaries  : 

" if  the  Communist  Parties  wish  to  become  a real  mass 
force  capable  of  advancing  the  revolution,  they  must  link  up 
with  the  trade  unions  and  rely  upon  them  for  support.” 
Comrade  Stalin  pointed  out  that  some  Communists  ” do  not 
understand  that,  good  or  bad,  the  rank-and-file  worker  regards 
the  trade  unions  as  his  citadels,  his  strongholds,  which  help  him 
to  maintain  his  wages,  his  working  day,  and  so  forth." 

And  it  was  precisely  in  the  time  of  the  crisis,  when  utter 
misery  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  toiling  masses,  that  tile  rank-and- 
hle  worker  felt  very  strongly  that  his  trade  union,  however  bad 

^| . , ^ . _ , ess  a hie  to  give  him  legal  aid  and 

certain  material  assistance  even  if  slight,  that  his  trade  union 

was  a definite  power— and  he  therefore  did  not  want  to  break 
with  jt. 

In  a number  of  countries  the  Communists  made  the  mistake 
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of  ignoring  lliesc  sentiments  of  the  masses,  did  no  work  in  the 
trade  unions  and  failed  to  change  their  attitude  towards  the 
trade  unions  in  good  time  and  to  pass  from  the  united  front 
from  In-low  (o  a united  front  with  the  organizations.  In  Ger- 


many, certain  < 'ommunists,  in  fare  of  the  fascist  offensive , even 


spoke  of  the  necessity  of  ‘ destroying 
unions,  thereby  helping  to  isolate  the 


” tin*  reformist  trade 
Communists  from  the 


organized  workers. 

In  America,  the  (‘ommunists  for  a long  time  declared  (hat 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  was  a purely  capitalist  strike- 
breaking organization,  they  saw  only  its  leader,  Green,  anti 


overlooked  the  workers. 


In  the  autumn  of  1932,  the  12th  Plenum  of  the  K.C.C.I. 
condemned  the  rather  widespread  idea  that  " the  trade  unions 
are  a school  of  capitalism.”  It  was  only  in  the  autumn  of  1932 
that  t he  Communist  Party  of  Germany  issued  to  the  Communists 
the  slogan  of  defending  the  labour  organizations  and  their 
property,  which  helped  to  arouse  strong  sympathy  for  the 
Communists  among  all  members  of  1 he  trade  unions,  co- 
operatives and  the  Social-Democratic  Party.  It  was  with  still 
greater  delay — in  Germany  only  even  after  the  advent  of  Hitler 
to  power — that  the  Communists  issued  the  clear  slogan  of 
defending  the  Free  Trade  Unions,  followed  by  the  slogan  of 
restoring  the  Free  Trade  Unions.  It  took  a long  time  before 
the  importance  of  work  in  the  trade  unions  was  grasped  by  the 
Communists  in  the  other  countries. 

On  the  other  hand,  a mistake  equally  as  grave  as  the  under- 
estimation of  the  fascist  danger  was  the  fact  that  fascism  was 
discerned  even  where  it  did  not  exist.  This  mistake  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  a number  of  Communist  writers  gave  a mech- 
anical interpretation  to  the  declaration  of  the  Sixth  Congress 
that  the  bourgeoisie  was  increasingly  endeavouring  to  resort  to 
fascist  methods  of  rule. 


In  Germany,  the  C ommunists  for  a long  time  held  the  view 
that  the  Social-Democratic  Hermann  Muller  government  was 
working  for  fascization,  that  the  Bruening  government  was 
already  a government  of  fascist  dictatorship  On  the  other 
hand,  they  underrated  the  Hitler  movement,  by  the  assumption 
that  in  a country  like  Germany,  where  the  working  class  was 
so  highly  organized,  the  Hitlerites  could  not  possibly  seize 
power,  and  that  the  petty  bourgeois  masses  who  were  spon- 
taneously flocking  to  the  Hitlerites  would  just  as  rapidly  turn 
away  from  them.  K y 
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In  Austria,  as  early  as  the  Schober  government  w,ls 
dedarotl  to  be  a fascist  government.  In  Czechoslovakia,  tjle 
Masaryk- Irenes  group  was  branded  by  the  ( ominmiists  as  a 
fascist  group.  There  are  many  similar  instances  of  erroneous 

estimates. 

These  erroneous  ideas  of  the  nature  of  fascism,  ami  tin; 
failure  to  make  a serious  study  of  Italian  and  Polish  fascism 
resulted  in  the  Communists  being  unable  to  launch  slogans  at 
the  proper  time  calling  for  the  defence  of  the  remnants  of 
bourgeois  democracy  against  fascism,  which  was  assuming  the 
offensive,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  antagonisms  within 
the  ranks  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

In  Germany,  the  Communists  waited  until  the  election  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  Prussian  Diet  in  1932  before  they  declared 
that  they  would  vote  for  the  candidates  of  the  Social -Demo- 
cratic Party  and  the  Centre  in  order  to  prevent  the  election  of 
fascists. 

Even  in  Poland,  where  after  1926  the  Communists  studied 
fascism  more  diligently  than  in  many  another  country  and 
issued  slogans  to  the  masses  calling  for  struggle  against  the 
liquidation  of  the  remnants  of  bourgeois  democratic  liberties, 
the  Communists,  when  the  Centre-Left  bloc  was  created,  were 
unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  differences  between  the 
government  camp  and  the  camp  of  the  bourgeois-democratic 
opposition. 

These  mistakes  were  due  to  the  absolutely  false  conception 
that  all  bourgeois  parties  are  fascist,  that  there  are  " no  two 
methods  of  bourgeois  rule,”  and  that  it  was  unseemly  for 
Communists  to  defend  the  remnants  of  bourgeois  democracy. 
As  Jong  as  we  cannot  replace  bourgeois  democracy  by  pro- 
letarian democracy,  by  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  the 
proletariat  is  interested  in  retaining  evety  scrap  of  bourgeois 
democracy  in  order  to  use  it  to  prepare  the  masses  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  power  of  capitalism  and  to  achieve  proletarian 
democracy. 

Such  sectarian  views,  which  have  nothing  in  common  either 
with  the  teachings  of  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and  Stalin,  or  with 
the  decisions  of  the  Sixth  Congress  of  the  Comintern,  retarded 
he  growth  of  the  influence  of  the  Communist  Parties  and 
specially  hampered  the  work  of  winning  over  the  Social- 
)emocratic  workers  for  the  joint  struggle. 

Unless  these  sectarian  views  are  eradicated,  it  is  impossible 
) establish  either  a united  front  with  the  Social-Democratic 
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workers  or  a broad  people's  front  with  those  toiling  masses  who 
are  still  far  from  the  Communists,  but  who,  nevertheless,  can 
take  up  with  us  the  struggle  against  fascism  and  war,  against 
the  oflensivc  of  capitalism,  for  their  partial  demands  and  for 
the  defence  of  the  remnants  of  bourgeois  democracy. 

The  Fight  for  the  Allies  of  the  Proletariat 

In  this  period  of  our  struggle  the  backwardness  of  our  work 
of  winning  allies  for  the  proletariat  among  the  peasants  and  the 
urban  petty  bourgeoisie  was  strongly  felt.  It  is  true  that  we 
overcame  the  fundamentally  disdainful  attitude  and  the  craft 
arrogance  of  the  old  Social -Democratic  Parties  with  respect  to 
the  petty  bourgeois  masses,  an  attitude  which  considered  it 
beneath  the  dignity  of  the  proletariat  to  bother  about  the  petty 
bourgeois  masses.  Yet,  if  we  exclude  Poland  and  the  Balkan 
countries,  the  Communists  in  most  countries  before  the  out- 
break of  tbe  crisis  had  hardly  passed  beyond  the  stage  of  only 
recognizing  in  principle  the  necessity  for  work  among  the 
urban  and  rural  petty  bourgeois  masses. 

In  Poland,  the  Communists  have  long  enjoyed  considerable 
influence  among  the  progressive  section  of  the  peasants,  who 
are  suffering  from  the  survivals  of  feudalism  and  from  land 
hunger.  The  Communist  Party  of  Poland  led  the  struggle  for 
winning  the  peasant  masses  under  the  slogan  ” all  land  to  the 
peasants  " at  the  same  time  advancing  a number  of  partial 
demands,  such  as  ''  not  a penny  in  taxes  for  the  fascist  govern- 
ment," ” against  the  fascist  compulsory  clearing  of  pastures," 

“ against  the  abolition  of  the  usufruct  " (land  fee),  " against 
road  building  corvees  " (Schanvarka)  and  " against  quit  rents." 
These  demands  were  very  popular  among  the  masses,  but 
essentially  they  can  hardly  be  considered  partial  demands. 
Their  main  purpose  was  to  bring  the  peasants  into  direct 
collision  with  the  state  power.  If  the  revolutionary  crises  com- 
menced, if  the  proletariat  rose  to  the  light,  the  peasant  move- 
ment under  these  slogans  could  be  of  great  assistance  to  the 
proletariat.  When,  however,  a decline  of  the  peasant  movement 
was  to  be  observed,  after  the  peasant  revolt  in  Central  Galicia 
and  the  proletariat  failed  to  give  the  necessary  support  to  the 
fight,  it  should  have  been  the  task  of  the  Party  to  lay  chief 
stress  on  such  partial  demands  as  could  have  brought  the 
largest  number  of  peasants  into  the  struggle 

The  Communists  frequently  did  not  display  sufficient 
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flexibility  in  their  tactics.  in  orilt-r,  in  sPltt‘  ,,f  ' ll,‘  l)( 


organizations  for  the  future  light.  . ..  • 

III  countries  where  the  peasant iy  d»,inK  t!  “■ ls-  “v  ton. 

™ i (he  misery  that  had  afcct«*  thwn:  »°  turn 

i X tacks  ....  the  houcRcwistc,  the  toi,.nm..ists  MM  the 
1‘i  nortunitv  of  funiishinn  the  rising  PM®”*  «”*•”«  win, 

lii-litiii*’  slogans  tiirccicil  inst  .(  monopoly 

X'ul  vhU  was  mining  the  (*»”•**  against  low 

and  the  ” thralidom  of  interest. 

In  Germany,  where  the  discontent  of  the  poasun  inasses  had 

assumed  vasi  pn.jKirti.ms,  as  a result  of  robbery  prices,  taxes 

and  usurious  interest,  the  Communist  1 arty  m the ; autumn  of 

1931  published  its  programme  of  aid  to  the  jx-asant>  u,  which 
it  advocated  the  cancellation  of  debts,  the  abolition  <>f  indirect 
taxation  and  the  expropriation  of  the  large  estates  am  demanded 
government  aid  for  the  toiling  peasants.  On  the  strength  0f 
this  programme,  a group  of  North  Oernian  peasant  leaders, 
who  had  been  formerly  connected  with  the  fascist  movement, 
in  1031  turned  to  the  Communist  Party,  hut  the  ( ommutiist 
Party,  by  reason  0/  its  lack  of  cadres  of  rutal  organizers  and 
propagandists,  was  unable  properly  to  explain  tins  programme 
in  the  rural  districts  and  thus  counteract  the  growing  influence 
of  the  fascists,  who  made  wide  play  with  their  " anti-trust 
and  anti-bank  ” demagog}’.  The  peasants  turned  to  a party 
which  they  did  not  yet  know  by  its  deeds  and  which  was  not 
vet  in  power,  but  which  promised  the  peasants  to  raise  agricul- 
tural prices  and  to  improve  their  conditions  without  overthrow- 
ing capitalism. 

In  France  and  in  the  United  States,  the  discontent  of  the 
peasants  and  farmers  resulted  in  a wide  movement  against  the 
low  price  of  farm  produce.  The  Communist  Party  took  up  the 
demands  of  the  farmers  only  after  great  delay,  having  waited 
until  the  farmers’  movement  was  on  the  ebb ; it  came  out 
against  the  profits  of  the  middlemen  and  the  millers,  thus 
creating  conditions  for  a further  increase  of  its  influence  among 
tiie  farmers. 

Nor  were  the  Communists  able  to  lead  the  movement  of  the 
urban  middle  classes  against  the  monopoly  trusts  and  banks, 
and  to  carry  these  strata  with  them.  When  in  Germany  the 
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IJaitut  Hank  crashed,  with  l be  result  lhal  large  numbers  of  the 
petty  bourgeoisie  lost  their  deposits^  the  Communist  Party 
issue* I no  lighting  slogans  foi  these  strata  an*)  allowed  a favour- 
able oppor I unity  for  gaining  greater  influence  among  these 
strata  to  go  by  unutilized.  In  most  of  tin-  other  countries  the 
jH-lty  bourgeoisie  did  not  receive  adequate  support  from  the 
torn  ill  11  (lists  in  tlirij  resistance  to  (tie  ti  lists  and  to  l he  banks 


which  were  draining  their  life  blood, 
that  these  strat;i  held  aloof  from  the 
low* it  the  fascists  and  heljMxl  them  to 


The  consequence  was 
st niggle,  ultimately  fol- 
achievc  their  victory. 


Although  the  intlueiicr  and  the  weight  of 


the  Communist 


Parties  among  the  toiling  masses  grew  enormously,  the  Com- 
munists were  not  stiong  enough  to  break  the  influence  of  the 


Social-Democratic  Party  and  trade  union  leaders  among  the 
working  masses  and  thus  to  prevent  the  masses  abstaining  from 
the  struggle  purely  from  a sense  of  discipline.  It  became 
appaient  that  the  Communist  Parties  were  not  sufficiently 
trained  theoretically  and  tactically  to  discover  ways  of  in- 
fluencing and  leading  the  masses  that  would  have  rapidly 
resulted  in  healing  the  split  in  the  ranks  of  the  labour  movement 


and  in  a rapid  gain  in  the  strength  and  organization  of  the 
working  class,  which  are  conditions  for  a victorious  struggle  of 
the  working  class. 


The  weakness  of  the  working  class,  caused  by  its  divided 
condition  and  the  betrayal  of  the  interests  of  the  workers  by 
the  Social-Democratic  Party,  enabled  the  German  bourgeoisie 
to  take  advantage  of  the  vacillations  of  tiic  petty  bourgeoisie 
and  the  peasantry  in  order  to  draw  these  strata  temporarily 
into  the  camp  of  fascism.  The  German  Communists  did  not 
promptly  realize  the  extraordinary  significance  of  the  yoke  of 
the  Versailles  Treaty,  which  imposed  untold  burdens  on  the 
toiling  masses,  and  were  not  skilful  enough  to  utilize  in  the 
interests  of  the  class  struggle  the  situation  thereby  created. 
They  allowed  the  German  bourgeoisie  to  make  the  hatred  felt 

for  the  yoke  of  Versailles  serve  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
own  rule. 


The  Fascist  Offensive  Against  the  German  Toilers 

The  defeat  of  the  German  proletariat  and  the  establishment 
of  the  fascist  dictatorship  in  Germany  was  the  greatest  event 
that  marked  these  first  years  of  the  crisis  in  the  capitalist 
countries.  1 he  oldest  organizations  of  the  working  class,  formed 
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iimlci  Hi*'  hamiiTof  Marxism,  were  smasluut  by bjuulyr , 
ril|,|M.,s  On.'  *.l  tii*'  iiu-m  iM.I  . uli.naiiv  <U.,.rslji‘l 

umlt*r  the  sway  oi  the  ..ms.  nactkuwuy 
cl.anvtmshc  party  of  finance  <*pital.  A * ultu,;,ljv  j,->t 
developed  country  Invamc  a hoi  Ik*  l of  icacti,.„  * 

gruesome  turiur*'  chamber,  the  instiguloi  *>i  a iu*w  War  1 >t 

The  *i tics i urn  of  whether  the  tolling  mam  of  Genoa, iy' , 

have  averted  this  catastrophe  is  one  fraught  mill 


IVre  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  could  have  dun,*  so.  Hut  n 

, h,  . ..  u*  \unkiti!1  I'l.Ke  . 'Hi' 


would  have  required  that  the  workup  class  sthou^  ,s 
established  the  united  front  and  desiroy.-ri  the  eull(U  ^ 
revolutionary  united  front  of  the  -Social  Democratic  ;ilu,  r' 
form  is  t trade  union  leaders  with  the  bourgeoisie;  jt  *1,*' 
not  have  allowed  itself  to  be  beguiled  by  the  Soeial-I),.„Mlc  'lI 
theory  that  the  class  struggle  is  impossible  in  time  of  crijt? 
that  one  must  wait  passively  until  it  passes  and  thai  ^ ?’ 
useless  to  take  the  offensive  against  fast  ism.  It  would  h^y* 
required  that  the  working  class  should  have  assumed  | j . 
counter --offensive  against  capital  and  force  it  to  grant  aid  to  th« 
suffering  population.  It  would  have  required  that  the  workiup 
class  should  not  have  allowed  the  League  of  Red  I -rout  Kjghtc~ 
to  be  smashed  and  disarmed,  but  should  have  brought  about  hi 


amalgamation  with  the  Reichsbanner  and,  with  the  change  in 
the  policy  of  the  Reichsbanner,  have  created  a powerful 
revolutionary  fighting  organization  of  the  proletariat,  'fjle 
working  class  should  not  have  looked  on  calmly  when  the  fascists 
under  Hitlers  leadership  armed  themselves,  but  should  have 
forced  the  government  of  the  Weimar  Republic  to  disarm  the 
fascist  bands,  confiscate  the  property  of  their  organizations 
and  throw  their  leaders  into  jail.  The  working  class  should  not 
have  permitted  the  fascists  to  develop  their  demagogy  in  con- 
nection with  the  yoke  of  the  Versailles  Treaty,  but  should  have 
forced  the  Weimar  Republic  to  tear  up  the  Versailles  Treaty. 

Hut  this  the  German  working  class  did  not  do.  Its  majority 
followed  the  Social-Democratic  Party  blindly,  and  paid  no 
heed  to  the  warning  voice  of  the  Communists.  And  so  it  must 
now  endure  the  horrors  of  the  fascist  hell.  The  Communists  of 
Germany  alone  were  unable  to  defend  the  toiling  masses  from 
this  catastrophe. 

As  early  as  1930,  the  disintegration  of  the  Weimar  system 
Ixvame  apparent.  A frantic  race  to  mobilize  the  masses  set  in, 
a race  between  the  approaching  revolution  and  the  counter- 
revolution which  was  arming  against  it.  It  became  clear  that 
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!)),•  German  bourgeois!*'  rould  no  longer  rule  by  mi-tliodit  of 
TUirliuineiitnrianisrn  and  bourgeois  democracy. 

In  1 In-  spring  of  J<u-  had  already  become  evident  that  the 
fascists  had  a considerable  advantage  over  the  Communists  in 
the  mall*  1 of  mobilizing  the  masses,  and  tlial,  if  the  relation 
of  class  forces  did  not  rapidly  change  in  favour  of  t he  proletariat, 

lit,-  i-,l  ,i  M 1 I iluei  i t of  ,1  mot  biut.d  .III*!  l.lnui  Itlm  ' 1 V delator 

ship  of  the  fascists  in  Germany  was  inevitable.  lit**  Com- 
munists endeavoured  to  bring  about  this  change  in  the  relation 
,,f  forces  in  favour  of  the  proletariat  by  doing  all  they  could 
to  intensify  the  light  fur  the  united  front.  They  set  themselves 
the  task  of  achieving  an  agreement  with  the  Social- Democratic 
Party  and  the  General  Federation  of  Get  man  Trade  Unions 
(the  A.D.G.H.)  at  any  price.  The  purpose  of  the  united  front 
would  have  been  to  repulse  fascism  and  defend  the  remnants 
of  the  liberties  of  bourgeois  democracy, 

But  the  Social- Democratic  Party  definitely  rejected  every 
such  proposal,  liven  when  the  fascists  hurl  already  transferred 
the  struggle  to  the  streets,  terrorizing  the  workers  in  all  the 
cities  of  Germany  and  foully  assassinating  the  most  prominent 
representatives  of  the  proletariat,  the  Social-Democrats  con- 
tinued to  confine  themselves  exclusively  to  making  lame 
protests  in  Parliament.  It  was  clear  to  everybody  with  any 
discernment  that  the  struggle  against  the  fascists  could  no 
longer  be  settled  in  parliament,  but  that  the  settlement  of 
Germany's  future  and  the  fate  of  the  German  labour  movement 
had  been  already  shifted  by  the  fascists  to  the  streets. 

Even  when  the  Pa  pen  government  chased  out  the  Social- 
Democratic  ministers  in  Prussia  on  July  20,  and  the  Com- 
munist Party  proposed  tiie  proclamation  of  a general  strike 
to  the  Socialist  Party  and  the  General  Confederation  of  Trade 
Unions  (A.D.G.B.),  both  these  bodies  called  upon  the  workers 
to  remain  calm.  The  dismissed  Ministers  appealed  to  the  Reich 
Supreme  Court,  on  the  grounds  that  the  constitution  had  been 
violated. 

Even  on  January  30,  1933,  when  finance  capital  had  already 
given  the  Hitler  Party  governmental  power  to  exercise  the  fascist 
dictatorship,  the  Social-Democratic  Party,  and  the  A.D.G.B. 
again  rejected  the  proposal  of  the  Communist  Party  to  summon 
a general  strike.  They  proclaimed  the  Communists  provocateurs 
and  called  upon  the  workers  not  to  offer  resistance. 

I lie  Communists  during  this  period  did  everything  in  their 
power  to  mobilize  the  toiling  masses  for  the  revolutionary 
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struggle  and  to  prevent  tin-  fascist  dictatorship.  In  this  i], 
Communists  achieved  considerable  success.  Hut  they  were  jlu? 
able  to  change  the  relationship  of  forces  obtaining  at  that  tin,,, 
as  Jon#  as  the  SocfaM  Vniocrals  did  not  abandon  t fu-ir  liosl il#> 
attitude  to  the  united  front  and  the  struggle. 

N'ow  let  the  workers  of  Germany,  let  the  world  proletariat 
judge  who  bears  the  blame  for  the  German  defeat.  Lt*t  (|te 
learn  the  bloody  lesson  of  tbe  German  events  : that  this  defeat 
was  possible  only  because  the  majority  of  the  working  c]a' 
still  blindly  followed  the  Social-Democratic  Party,  allowed  the 
warnings  of  the  Communists  to  pass  unheeded  and  rejected 
the  struggle.  There  are"  Left  " also-revolutionaries  who  coinc 
forward  and  maintain  that  the  Communists  should  have  com- 
menced the  struggle,  regardless  of  the  fact  tfiat  such  a struggje 
of  the  minority  of  the  proletariat  would  have  ended  in  defeat 
These  heroes  of  the  pseudo-revolutionary  phrase  refuse  to 
understand  that  this  would  have  involved  an  even  greater 
defeat  and  the  total  annihilation  of  the  revolutionary  cadres  of 
the  German  proletariat. 

The  German  proletariat  has  suffered  a defeat.  The  Com- 
munists did  not  and  do  not  want  the  revolutionary  cadres  to 
perish  out  of  pure  heroism,  That  is  not  the  finest  kind  of 
heroism.  They  want  them  to  organize  new  struggles  and  new 
victories.  (Applause.) 


The  Bourgeoisie  Has  Failed  to  Weaker,  the  Fighting  Spirit  of  the 

Masses 

The  defeat  of  the  proletariat  in  Germany,  one  of  the  most 
important  strategic  points  of  the  international  class  struggle 
resulted  for  a short  time  in  retarding  the  growth  of  the  revolu- 
tionary mass  movement  and  in  temporarily  halting  the  matur- 
ing of  the  elements  of  a revolutionary  crisis  in  Poland  as  well. 
The  defeat  in  Germany  emboldened  international  reaction 
increased  the  menace  of  war,  intensified  the  pressure  exercised 
by  the  bourgeoisie  on  the  working  class  and  multiplied  the  efforts 
to  establish  a fascist  regime  in  other  countries  too. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  fascists  were  attacking  the  toilers 
of  Germany,  the  proletariat  succeeded  in  achieving  a number 
of  major  victories  in  other  countries.  The  Chinese  proletarians 
and  peasants  established  their  Chinese  Soviet  Republic.  In  the 
military  campaigns  undertaken  by  the  Nanking  government 
against  the  Red  Army,  the  masses  of  the  people  displayed 
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inspiring  examples  of  heroism  and  devotion  to  the  revolution. 

In  view  of  tlic  iiltark  of  the  Japanese  imperialists  and  of  the 
refusal  of  the  Nanking  government  to  resist  this  attack,  the 
Chinese  Soviets  raised  the  standard  on  behalf  of  saving 
the  Chinese  people  from  the  Japanese  yoke,  on  behalf  of  the 
revolutionary  fight  of  the  people  against  Japanese  imperialism, 
thus  rendering  the  advance  of  tin;  latter  into  the  interior  of 
China  more  difficult.  Within  a short  space  of  time  the  Chinese 
Soviets  have  become  a power  which  even  the  international 
policies  of  the  imperialists  could  not  ignore. 

In  Spain,  in  spite  of  the  split  in  the  working-class  movement, 
we  observe  a mighty  rise  of  the  mass  movement,  a broad  wave 
of  mass  strikes,  an  increasing  number  of  political  strikes  and 
the  spread  of  the  movement  of  the  peasants,  who  take  possession 
of  the  landed  estates. 

In  all  capitalist  and  colonial  countries,  we  observe  a steadily- 
rising  wave  of  strikes  and  peasant  movements.  But  of  decisive 
importance  for  the  whole  world  revolutionary  front  was  the 
circumstance  that  precisely  during  the  years  in  which  the 
toiling  masses  of  the  whole  world  were  plunged  into  unspeakable 
misery  by  capitalism,  when  fascism  in  Germany  had  smashed 
the  labour  organizations  to  bits,  the  Soviet  Union  completed 
the  First  Five-Year  Plan,  while  the  welfare  of  its  toilers  im- 
proved from  day  to  day.  It  was  precisely  during  these  years 
that  socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  succeeded  finally  and 
irrevocably. 

This  historical  victory  of  socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  is 
undermining  the  system  of  world  imperialism,  multiplying  the 
forces  of  revolution,  enhancing  the  importance  of  the  Soviet 
Union  as  a factor  for  peace  and  as  the  basis  of  the  world 
revolution,  and  strengthening  the  will  of  the  toilers  of  the 
whole  world  to  fight  for  socialism  and  for  Soviet  Govern- 
ment. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  period  of  the  struggle  the  bourgeoisie 
succeeded  in  improving  its  position  at  the  expense  of  the 
workers,  peasants  and  the  colonial  peoples,  in  creating 
conditions  for  a transition  from  crisis  to  depression,  and  in 
inflicting  a defeat  on  the  German  proletariat.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  bourgeoisie  did  not  succeed  in  weakening  the  front 
of  world  revolution  ; it  did  not  succeed  in  smashing  the  Com- 
munist Party  of  Germany  ; it  did  not  succeed  in  creating  the 
conditions  for  a new  economic  boom. 

file  international  relation  of  forces  has  changed  not  in  favour 
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of  capitalism  but  in  favour  of  sociali-m.  not  m favour  t,)e 
iKmtK.oi^o.  but  in  favour  of  tin-  pioMartet. 

I now  come  to  (lie  (bird  section  of  tl»‘  I'eno.t  mu  cr  tevi,.vv 
which  covers  the  swing  of  the  Socialist  ivoi  ku>  o«,u,ls  u 
fn»iii  with  the  Communists. 


THE  SHIFT  OF  THE  SOCIALIST  WORK  EES  TOWARDS  A UNITED 

FRONT  WITH  THE  COMMUNISTS 

m<ler  the  influence  of  the  final  and  irrevocable  victory  o( 
socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union,  on  tlieone  hand,  ami  the  horrors 
of  fascism  in  Gennanv,  oil  the  other,  the  whole  systi  ni  of  views, 
the  whole  world  outlook  of  the  masses  of  the  toilers,  who  only 
recently  still  believed  in  the  unshakable  firmness  of  capital^ 
and  bourgeois  democracy,  and  in  the  possibility  of  a peaceful 
evolution  to  socialism,  without  revolutions  and  wars,  hegiui  to 
collapse.  The  ideological  basis  upon  which  the  programme  and 
tactics  of  the  reformist  parties  had  been  based,  is  caving  in. 

The  working  class  lias  realized  that  the  spilt  m the  ranks  of 
the  labour  movement  led  to  the  victory  of  fascism  m Germany, 
and  that  the  working  class  needs  unity. 

The  victory  of  fascism  in  Germany  has  not  initiated  a long 
period  of  reaction,  as  the  Social-Democrats  prophesied.  On 
the  contrary,  " a tendency  towards  (he  rapid  maturing  of  (fa 
rcootutionary  crisis  ” is  to  be  observed  all  over  the  world,  as 
the  Thirteenth  Plenum  emphasized.  Throughout  the  world 
" the  idea  of  storming  the  citadel  of  capitalism  is  maturing  in 
the  minds  of  the  masses,"  as  Comrade  Stalin  formulated  it  at 

the  Seventeenth  Congress  of  the  C.P.S.U. 

In  this  situation  the  Soviet  Union  is  increasingly  winning 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  toilers,  and  is  showing  them  the 
path  of  struggle.  Jn  this  situation,  the  victory  of  socialism  is 
inducing  millions  to  change  their  views  and  opinions  com- 
pletely. In  this  situation  a change  is  taking  place  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  vast  numbers  of  workers,  and  especially  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  Social-Democratic  workers  and  the  workers 
organized  in  the  reformist  trade  unions. 

The  first  expression  of  this  change  was,  firstly,  the  united 
front  of  the  world  proletariat,  spontaneously  created  on  a wide 
scale  for  the  defence  of  the  prisoners  of  Leipzig,  where  the 
courageous  defence  of  Communism  by  Comrade  Dimitrov  was 
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()f  (.relit  historical  imjxirtance  fur  the  achievement  of  a united 
front.  Secondly,  the  resort  of  the  workers  to  active  resistance 
iigainst  fascism  in  their  own  country.  Tin:  proletariat  no  longer 
yields  o>  fascism  without  a struggle,  as  was  (lie  case  in  < ci  many, 
hut  replied  to  the  fascist  attack  with  a general  strike  in  l-rance  in 
February  1934,  and  an  armed  struggle  in  Austria  in  hebruary 
jn  j.|,  and  in  Spain  in  October  1934. 

The  armed  snuggle  in  Austria  and  Spain  revealed  tin? 
tremendous  fighting  power  of  the  working  class,  tin*  boundless 
heroism  and  self  sacrifice,  the  revolutionary  firmness  and 
endurance  of  the  fighting  workers.  The  brave  SchuUbtindlers, 
the  heroes  of  I’loi idsdorf,  tin*  defenders  of  the  Karl  Marx 
House  and  the  Goethe  House  in  Vienna,  Kolomann  Walliseh, 
Engineer  Weissel  and  Munichreiter  will  for  ever  be  remembered 
in  the  history  of  the  proletarian  struggle  for  emancipation. 

The  heroic  miners  of  Asturias,  the  first  Spanish  Red  (juards, 
the  defenders  of  Oviedo— Communists,  Socialists,  anarchists, 
and  non-partisans — have  covered  themselves  with  immortal 
glory.  We  send  our  greetings  to  the  thousands  of  Spanish 
revolutionaries  who  are  pining  in  the  dungeons  of  Lerroux  and 
Gil  Robles,  to  the  leader  of  the  Spanish  Socialists,  Caballero, 
now  languishing  in  prison. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  Social- Democratic  leaders  who  fled 
the  field  of  battle  and  forgot  the  elementary  duty  of  battle 
commanders,  have  covered  themselves  with  shame  and  dis- 
grace. The  leaders  of  the  Spanish  anarchists,  who  betrayed 
the  struggle  from  within  and  acted  in  conjunction  with  Lerroux 
and  Gil  Robles,  have  covered  themselves  with  eternal  shame 
and  disgrace. 

Comrades,  let  us  recall  the  fresh  revolutionary  breeze  that 
swept  through  the  working-class  quarters  of  the  cities  of  the 
whole  world  at  the  news  of  the  events  in  Austria  and  Spain ! 
How  the  heroic  struggles  of  the  proletarians  in  defence  of 
Oviedo  stirred  the  toilers  of  all  countries ! What  enthusiasm 
the  banner  of  the  fight  for  Soviet  Government  raised  in  Asturias 
inspired  in  the  heart  of  every  worker ! 


The  Bankruptcy  of  Social-Democratic  Policy 

But  why,  unlike  the  armed  insurrection  of  October  1917 
in  Russia,  did  the  armed  struggle  of  the  proletariat  in  February 
1934  in  Austria  and  in  October  1934  in  Spain  not  result  in  the 
victory  of  the  proletariat  ? 
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tionarifs  who  Keanu*  ministers  in  the  K«wn»  1 

W'liat  .till  thr  SjxmisJi  Sorialtst  ‘ l>. 


\\  hat  did  t tUk 


whrStMmsh  W^S  Party  do  during  the  three  years  of  ftj 

revolution,  that  .same  Socialist  Party  that  smnotud  tin  Workers 


! toils 
■son, 
akcn 
lard. 


un  inns  aeainsr  the  republic,  conimantwi  m v.u:m], 

which  iJVtarml  will,  the  ih.lv  «t  thv  ivp,,l,|jCi 

Inslvad  of  demanding  the  elim.naii.rn  of  reaitionary  olhcere 

SSSUm^m^fkMmr. 


aiiu  li  t tinmtuiuttduv*  _ ■ t * — 

in  the  army  an  absolutely  free  hand.  Instead  of  d.>ar,mng  the 
enemies  of  the  people.  the  fascists,  and  arresting  them,  they 
persecuted  the  Communists  and  passed  a law  for  the  defence 
of  the  republic,  a law  under  which  the  participants  in  the  October 
lighting— Socialists  and  Communists— are  now-  being  sentenced. 

They  left  the  land,  property  and  rights  of  the  reactionary 
church  and  monasteries  intact,  and  did  not  g'v‘-  ,;md  to 'the 
peasants,  who  should  have  been  won  for  the  revolution.  I hey 
did  not  introduce  workers*  control  over  production  ; they  did 
not  improve  the  condition  of  the  workers,  nor  u t icy  arm 
them  for  the  defence  of  the  revolution.  Instead  of  forcing  the 
reactionary  bourgeoisie  into  un  impasse,  tlu\  ptnintiid  it  to 

organize  and  ann.  , , 

Is  that  how  the  Bolsheviks  acted  in  1917  ? Is  that  how  they 
prepared  for  the  victory  of  the  proletariat  in  the  revolution  ? 
Did  not  the  Spanish  Socialists  act  like  Kerensky,  whose  govern, 
ment  was  overthrown  by'  the  Bolsheviks  ? 

Even  in  February  1917,  under  the  pressure  of  the  Bolsheviks, 
the  tsarist  gendarmeries  was  abolished,  soldiers'  committees 
introduced,  the  soldiers  granted  civil  rights  and  the  Tsar  and  his 
highest  officials  arrested.  Under  the  slogans  Peace,  Bread, 
Land  and  Freedom,  the  Bolsheviks  started  the  insurrection, 
fought  for  these  demands  in  every  stage  of  the  revolution, 
mobile  :ng  the  masses  of  the  people  in  support  of  these  demands. 
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On  thr  wry  fust  day  of  tin-  msmti?cliun  t)u*y  dtcrtcd  thr 
transfer  of  thr  wlioh*  land  to  I Ik*  peasantry. 

Immediately  after  their  victory,  thuy  led  tin*  ligld  fur  tlic 
rqnclttsioo  of  a treaty  df  peace  ; they  grunted  fivedom  to  the 
5U|jji*ct  peoples  ; lliey  introdumi  workers'  control  in  the  lac- 
tdias  ; they  pctx rtde<l  Minfiscair  (!e  piopcrly  <4  ccmnter- 
rcvolut ioiuit  it  s ami  comphdely  eliminated  the  land-ow ning 
class  and  thr  bourgeois  machinery  for  suppressing  the  toilers. 
Long  before  the  revolution  itself,  the  activities  ol  the  Bub 
sheviks  wen*  directed  towards  mobilizing  the  proletariat  and  its 
allies  for  the  victorious  overt lu ow  of  bourgeois  rule,  lor  the 
establislnm  rit  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  which  put 
the  most  burning  demands  of  the  people  into  effect.  That  is 
whv  the  majority  of  the  toilers  siipj>oj  ted  the  Bolsheviks  and 


helped  them  to  victory. 

The  activities  the  Spanish  Socialists 


inside  and  outside 


the  Azanu  government  entirely  aimed  at  reaching  an  under- 
standing with  the  bourgeoisie,  at  preserving  private  property, 
at  protecting  the  interests  of  the  landowners,  the  church  and  the 
bourgeoisie  against  the  revolutionary  onslaught  of  the  masses, 
and  at  leaving  the  old  bourgeois  state  machinery  intact.  By 
$0  doing,  they  weakened  the  proletariat  and  strengthened  the 


fascists. 

In  Austria,  there  was  no  revolutionary  situation,  as  there 
was  in  Spain,  until  the  beginning  of  the  armed  struggle,  But 
the  Austrian  proletariat  had  the  advantage  that  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  workers  were  organized  in  one  party 
and  in  trade  unions  following  the  leadership  of  this  party,  and 
that  the  numerical  weight  of  the  proletariat  was  extremely 
great  in  this  little  country. 

But  the  Social-Democratic  Party,  which  had  the  following 
of  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  Austrian  proletariat,  was  not  a 
revolutionary  party  that  had  methodically  and  systematically 
made  preparations  for  the  struggle  for  the  victory  of  the  pro- 
letariat. As  early  as  the  revolution  of  1918-20  this  party  had 
aided  the  bourgeoisie  to  gain  the  upper  hand  resting  content 
with  the  fact  that  the  working  class  retained  formal  democratic 
rights  and  a few  social  gains. 

When  the  fascists  began  their  struggle  against  bourgeois 
democracy,  the  Social-Democratic  leaders  yielded  ground  step 
by  step,  surrendering  one  achievement  of  the  revolution  of  1918 
after  another.  They  agreed  to  the  extension  of  the  president's 
prerogatives  and  to  the  impairing  of  the  constitution.  They 


nrmntitil  thr  suppivssion  of  il.ei.  press  urol  il.t*  partial  (ijs. 
aiming  of  the  Selml/binnl.  For  yoats  they  pets  uid.  d ilu-  m;isst.s 
ro  ! ( iiMiii  faithful  <o  lumr^’ois  democracy . ><  > did  not  nm. 

templaU'  a proletarian  revolution,  nor  «t«  tiu>  P'^Rrc  i(Uf 

masses  for  it.  . . * __  lrt  , 

Tin’  lighting  strength  of  the  boiirgwiM*  grew.  while  lhv 

fighting  strength  of  the  proletariat  diittini*hi<.l  liu>  belief  0[ 

the  foiling  masses  in  tin-  possibility  of  an  iinpio\  oiiu-m  <»f  lh0Ir 

conditions  under  Social-Democratic  leadirxhij  began  tu 

'*lJMs  a ridiculous  attempt  on  the  part  of  Otto  Hauer  now, 
after  the  Austrian  Social-Democratic  Party  lias  by  its  conduct 
disorganized  the  toUeiS  ami  failed  to  prepare  for  the  struct 

Z v -o  pmv,  tliat  he  folded  the  5^  - . te  >*WKvil<s. 

only’ adapting  the  tactics  of  the  Asiatn  I ln\iks  tu 

" Kuropt'an  " conditions*  . , 

. Armed  insurreef  ion  must  be  prepared  »n  such  away  as  to  be 

M I the  affair  of  the  entire  working  class.  he  majority  of  the  pro- 
, letariat  must  be  won  over  to  it ; furthennore  l.e  snppor,  of 
the  majority  of  the  toilers  is  indispensable.  Tin  Spanish  and 
Austrian  Socialists,  however,  reduced  insurrection  to  an  affair 

of  the  lighting  formations.  , , . 

If  the  armed  insurrection  is  to  be  success  u , the  most 

favourable  moment  for  the  proletariat  must  t c losen.  The 

Spanish  and  Austrian  Socialists,  however,  let  the  initiative  dip 

front  their  hands  long  before,  allowing  the  fascists  to  appoint 

For  armed  insurrection  to  be  successful,  the  masses  must 
clearly  know  the  fighting  aims  pursued  by  the  insurrectionary. 
The  Spanish  and  the  Austrian  Social-Democratic  leaders,  how- 
ever, did  not  formulate  such  fighting  aims.  They  aid  not  resort 
to  arms  in  order  to  overthrow  the  bourgeoisie,  but  merely 
intended  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  bourgeoisie  and  to 

defend  themselves  against  its  onslaught.  . 

In  iqi 7 the  Russian  proletariat  created  the  Soviets,  organs 
capable  of  embracing  all  workers,  peasants,  employees,  soldiers 
and  sailors  without  exception. 

Within  the  Soviets  the  Bolsheviks  fought  for  the  leadership 
of  the  masses.  The  Bolsheviks  transformed  the  Soviets  into 
organs  for  preparing  and  carrying  out  the  proletarian  insur- 
rection. 

In  Spain,  on  the  contrary,  Largo  Caballero  declared  that 
Soviets  were  not  needed  in  Spain,  because  the  whole  working 
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class  was  organized  in  trade  unions  and  in  parties.  Is  tliat 
? No,  jt  is  not.  In  Spain,  as  in  every  capitalist  country, 
die  majority  of  the  workers  arc  not  organized. 

py  opposing  (lie  establishment  of  Soviets,  Largo  Caballero 
■md  t ho  Spanish  Socialists  wanted  to  turn  insurrection,  which 
run  only  he  an  affair  of  tile  whole  working  class,  into  an  affair 
f Socialist  Party,  or  of  a bloc  of  parties,  in  order  to  restrict 
the  movement  and  to  prevent  it  assuming  a mass  character. 

in  Austria,  Hauer  and  Deutsch  did  not  think  of  creating  mass 
organs  for  preparing  and  leading  the  struggle,  but  in  Irue 
Itlaiupust  fashion,  left  the  armed  si  niggle  entirely  to  the  fight- 
ing Schutzhnml,  who  were  lighting  in  isolation.  All  they  had 
to  do  was  to  summon  the  masses  to  action  in  order  within  a few 
days  to  establish  organs  that  would  have  been  able  to  mobilize 
the  masses  of  toilers  for  the  struggle  and  in  order  to  organize 
support  for  the  lighting  Schutzbiindlers.  In  that  way  the  course 
of  the  subsequent  fighting  would  have  changed  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  proletariat. 

Hut  the  Austrian  and  Spanish  Socialists  saw  fit,  even  at  the 
moment  of  armed  struggle,  to  ignore  the  experience  of  the 
Russian  Revolution.  Thousands  of  proletarians  have  paid 
with  their  lives  and  unspeakable  torture  for  the  fact  that  the 
Russian  experience  was  ignored. 

We  acknowledge  the  great  fact  that  both  in  Spain  and 
Austria,  some  of  the  Social-Democratic  leaders,  even  if  under 
the  pressure  of  the  masses,  decided  in  favour  of  the  armed 
struggle  against  the  bourgeoisie.  In  this  the  Communists  sclf- 
sacrificingly  supported  them. 

In  Spain,  the  Communists  joined  the  Workers’  Alliance, 
although  they  enjoyed  no  serious  influence  in  it.  In  Spain,  as 
jn  Austria,  tiic  Communists  fought  in  the  front  ranks,  for  the 
place  of  Communists  is  always  where  the  fighting  is  in  progress. 
But  it  is  precisely  the  experience  of  these  armed  struggles  under 
Social-Democratic  leadership  that  shows  that  under  such 
leadership  the  proletariat  cannot  succeed. 

The  successes  gained  in  the  armed  struggle  in  Asturias, 
where  a Red  Guard  was  organized,  and  where  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Communists  the  armed  struggle  assumed  the 
dimensions  of  a regular  insurrection,  confirm  what  the  Russian 
Revolution  had  already  proved,  namely,  that  a Communist, 
Bolshevik  leadership  is  essential  if  the  armed  struggle  of  the 
proletariat  is  to  be  successful.  But  neither  in  Spain  nor  in 
Austria  was  there  such  leadership  owing  to  the  weakness  of  the 
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vm, our  Comniimis(  Farms.  Ami  *o  tho  rp’,, In Monary  eh-mei,,, 
||»-  Sclml/lMiml  and  flu-  S(Hial,atf  *«W  the 

i, ,,.])< Iiisiun  when  they  j <>'■  M,|U  '■»  (J"-  ' 

miinisi  l*aHy,  thus  indicating  that  th«*y  do  consi<]<T  tl,H. 

struck*  a l An  cniL 

Successes-  of  the  l 'nit ed  Front  and  the  A ntt- 1'itsctst  v I ron/ 

rin-  struggle  in  France,  which  assumed  big  dim.-nsions  j„ 
Februai  V 1014.  in  its  external  aspect  remain'  d on  a lower  level 
than  i hi-  strides  in  Spain  and  Austria  : hut  i»wm«  to  the  fact 
that  the  tilth t of  the  French  proletariat  was  directed  against 


1 1 1 H I 1 S.  Ill  Hi  p%  * ■ » ■ j I ft 

fascism  in  good  time,  it  exerted  a greater  tnj.uencctm  tin-  develop, 
nient  of  the  proletarian  struggle  in  all  countries. 

What  is  the  distinctive  feature  of  the  struggle  in  France  ? 

When  the  fascist  hands  for  the  iirst  tune  marched  e«  »,„„c 
through  the  streets  of  Paris.  the  French  proletariat  did  not  let 
itself  he  lulled  bv  the  theory  of  Uir  h;sser  evil  and  hy  talk  of 
formal  democracy,  as  was  the  case  in  Germany,  hut  at  the  first 
fascist  sallv,  flocked  into  the  streets  u>  oppose  fascism  without 
distinction  of  party  in  the  tremendous  I'oltlical  demonstration 
of  February  o and  the  political  general  strike  of  February  I2, 
10 ij  In  this  wav  t lit*  l*rcnch  projt/Ku m(  rtpulsttl  tin  Jir&t 
attack  of  the  fascists  in  France.  (Applause.)  The  French 
proletariat,  by  establishing  a fighting  united  front  in  the 
February  days  strikingly  proved  what  a tremendous  force  the 
proletariat  is  when  it  is  united  and  dues  not  t \ade  the  struggle, 
but  takes  a prompt  stand  against  its  enemy. 

j{v  this  action  the  proletariat  compelled  the  1 rcitch  Socialist 
Party,  although  after  great  vacillations,  to  consent  to  the 
establishment  of  a united  front  with  the  Communist  Party.  In 
this  wav.  it  laid  the  foundation  for  united  anti-fascist  actions 
of  the  whole  organized  labour  movement,  which  arc  exerting 
a tremendous  influence  on  the  unorganized  majority  of  the 
working  class  and  the  petty  bourgeois  masses  in  town  and 
country. 

Our  Communist  Party  of  France,  considerably  grown  and 
full  of  big  initiative,  has,  however,  not  remained  content  with 
the  establishment  of  a united  front  with  the  Socialists,  but  has 
drawn  up  a programme  of  demands  that  cut  the  bourgeoisie  to 
the  quick,  such  as  the  demand  for  the  merciless  taxation  of 
wealth  ; or  demands  that  disorganize  the  fascists,  such  as  the 
demand  for  the  prohibition  of  the  fascist  organizations  and  their 
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)rrss,  I lie  arrest  of  (lie  fascist  leaders  and  the  confiscation  of 
{]„.  funds  of  tin-  fascisl  or gani/a lions  ; or  demands  that  aim  at 
lessening  Hie  duugei  of  war,  such  as  the  demand  foi  a peace 
treaty  with  the  Soviet  Union,  and  fijr  a real  tight  against  the 
u,aiUiong<  if*.  These  are  all  demands  designed  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  "i  the  toiling  masses  and  consolidate  their  positions. 

Hy  its  a<  lions,  the  ( oinmunist  Party  of  France  lias  laid  the 
foundation  for  a wide  people's  from  in  the  light  against  fascism 
and  war,  which  isatt  ranting  increasing  numbers  of  the  peasantry, 
the  urban  petty  bourgeoisie  and  the  intellectuals  drawing 
followers  of  the  Radical  Socialist  Parly  into  the  movement  and 
making  the  revolutionary  proletariat  more  and  more  the 
hegemon,  the  leader  in  the  struggle  of  all  the  toilers. 

The  tremendous  anti-fascist  demonstration  on  July  14, 
jqjj,  the  French  national  holiday,  in  which  the  Communists, 
Socialists  and  Rad  ical  Socialists  mat  ched  together,  and  in  which 
more  than  half  a million  toilers  took  part  in  Paris  alone,  was 
not  only  the  greatest  of  all  demonstrations  that  have  hitherto 
taken  place  in  capitalist  countries,  but  also  an  expression  of 
the  tremendous  influence  exerted  by  the  united  front  on  the 
fighting  spirit  of  the  workers,  and  through  them  attracting  the 
rest  of  the  toiling  sections  of  the  population  to  the  people’s 
front-  ( Prolonged  applause.) 

This  was  also  borne  out  by  the  important  successes  gained  by 
the  Communist  Party  of  France  in  the  recent  municipal  elec* 
tions  held  tliis  year.  These  successes  were  the  result  of  the 
struggle  of  the  Communist  Party  for  establishing  a united  front 
of  the  working  class  and  the  anti-fascist  people’s  front  for  the 
defence  of  democratic  rights.  It  was  the  result  of  the  activity 
and  initiative  displayed  by  the  Communists  in  connection  with 
the  cabinet  crises  and  the  light  on  behalf  of  the  pact  of  mutual 
assistance  between  France  and  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  event 
of  military  attack. 

This  success  of  the  French  Communist  Party  strengthens  the 
French  proletariat  and  renders  it  more  difficult  for  the  bour- 
geoisie to  resort  to  fascist  methods  of  rule. 

The  situation  in  France  has  grown  very  acute.  he  fate  of 
the  Third  Republic  and  of  democracy,  the  fate  of  the  toiling 
masses,  now  depends  on  the  further  development  of  the  united 
front  and  the  people's  front,  on  the  activity  of  the  masses. 

The  struggle  of  the  French  proletariat  is  one  of  great  inter- 
national importance.  The  success  of  the  French  proletariat, 
which  repulsed  the  first  mass  attack  of  the  fascists  in  February 
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iqu  thanks  to  the  unitrd  front  <>f  the  Communists  atl(| 
Sonitlisf*'  ami  whiVli  oli'ivicd  its  great  march  on  fascism  qi% 
Inly  i a „ tnjs.  lias  shown  the  (offers  of  all  countries  that  only  a 
united  light  of  the  toilers  bused  on  rt-yt»lnt jonai  y tartjrs  tan 
ivfH'i  the  oliensive  of  capital  and  fascism  ami  foil  the  war. 

Hie  tiglit  of  the  I'nncli  proletariat  lias  shown  Mir  toilers  lipw 

the  nroletaii.it  must  act  in  capitalist  omtUrus  i<lor  t{) 

repulse  the  attacks  <>/  fascism  ami  to  nt  itselfiot  tlii'c-(mt|,„.st 
of  t ijtL  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  for  Socialism.  I hr  united 
front  agreement  between  the  Socialists  ami  the  < onminnists  in 
Fiance.  Which  the  Socialists  accepted  only  under  the  pressure 
of  the  masses  and  against  the  will  of  the  Executive  ( oniinittee 
Of  the  Second  International,  has  pointed  tin  way  to  be  f0j. 
lowed  by  the  Left  Social- Democrats  of  all  countries. 

United  front  agreements  have  been  reached  between  the 
Communists  and  Socialists  in  Austria,  Spam  .mil  Italy  while 
united  front  mass  action  of  the  workers  is  taking  place  in 
Knehmd,  the  l nited  States,  Poland,  Czechoslovakia  and  many 
other  countries,  where  the  Socialist  Party  leaders,  like  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Second  International,  continue  to 

reject  all  agreement  with  the  ( ommunists. 

lit  Great  Britain,  the  small  Communist  I artv  has  established 
a united  front  with  the  Independent  Labour  1 art\ , with 
numerous  trade  unions  and  lower  organizations  of  the  Labour 
Party.  On  September  9,  1934*  it  was  a‘)a‘  to  bnng  150,000 
workers  out  into  the  streets,  and  in  January  and  I1  cor  nary  1935, 
by  means  of  a wave  of  demonstrations,  meetings,  and  strikes, 
it  was  able  to  force  the  government  to  abandon  the  second  part 
of  the  Unemployment  Act,  an  act  that  provided  foi  the  organi- 
zation of  labour  camps  anti  the  transfer  of  unemployed  relief 
affairs  to  an  extra-parliamentary  commission.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  united  front  with  local  trade  union  organizations, 
and  the  persistent  work  carried  on  by  the  Communists  within 
them,  has  already  resulted  in  the  trade  unions  in  Great  Britain 
taking  a stand  in  a number  of  cases  against  the  General  Trade 
Union  Council  and  rejecting  the  Black  Circular  which  calls  for 
the  expulsion  of  Communists  from  the  trade  unions. 

In  the  United  States  of  America,  the  revolutionary  workers 
were  able,  as  a result  of  united  front  tactics,  to  consolidate 
and  extend  their  influence  in  a number  of  A.F.L.  organizations. 
They  were  able  in  a large  measure  to  win  the  support  of  the 
trade  unions  for  the  bill  for  unemployment  insurance  intro- 
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(liic'vd  by  t lit-  (ommunists  ami  tlms  to  make  this  demand  tin* 
affair  of  all  tlx1  (nilris.  fix-  revolutionary  workers  were  in  this 
‘v;iy  able  to  gain  decisive  influence  in  tin-  big  strikes  of  tu.ll.  the 
seamen's  strike  on  the  Pacific  ( oast  and  tin-  general  strike  in 
ism  Francisco,  whereby  a number  of  material  advantages  were 
gained  foi  the  workers  and  the  general  political  position  and 
(he  class-consciousness  ol  the  American  proletariat  strengthened. 

As  a insult,  the  character  of  the  American  labour  movement 
j,as  undergone  a decisive  change  and  the  working  class  has 
been  led  to  adopt  an  independent  policy. 

In  Poland,  although  the  leaders  of  the  Social- Democratic 
party  (P.P.S.)  rejected  every  proposal  for  an  agreement  with 
the  ('ommunists,  the  change  in  the  temper  of  the  masses  has  led 
to  the  ( ommunists  establishing  a united  front  with  various 
organizations  of  Socialists  and  to  strengthening  the  anti-fascist 
movement  among  the  toiling  masses.  This  was  most  clearly 
reflected  in  the  mighty  wave  of  political  strikes  anti  peasant 
actions  undertaken  on  the  initiative  of  the  Communist  Party 
against  the  new  fascist  constitution.  This  wave  involved  all  the 
industrial  centres  and  several  pea  stint  districts  and  was  sup- 
ported by  both  parties.  This  political  strike  movement,  the 
leadership  of  which  the  P.P.S.  wants  to  claim  solely  for  itself, 
while  it  is  at  the  same  time  endeavouring  to  split  the  movement 
into  individual  strikes,  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  further 
revolutionizing  of  the  masses  who  are  following  the  P.P.S. , 
and  to  a further  extension  of  the  united  front,  in  the  form  of 
agreements  between  Communists  and  Socialists  for  the  light 
against  fascism  and  for  the  defence  of  the  legal  status  of  the 
trade  unions  and  the  labour  organizations. 

The  united  front  movement  of  the  toilers  is  making  headway 
in  all  capitalist  countries,  no  matter  what  the  attitude  of  the 
Social-Democratic  leaders  may  be  towards  the  practice  of  agree- 
ments with  the  Communists,  and  no  matter  how  these  leaders 
may  fear  the  revolutionizing  effect  of  a united  front  with  the 
Communists  upon  the  masses  they  lead.  It  would  take  up  very' 
much  time  were  I in  my  report  to  enumerate  all  the  successes 
of  this  united  front  movement. 

This  movement  manifests  itself  in  the  most  varied  forms, 
from  the  agreements  between  the  parties  and  the  non-party 
A mterdam-Pleyel  movement  against  fascism  and  war,  at  the 
head  of  which  stands  our  friend  Henri  Barbusse,  to  the  amal- 
gamation of  trade  union,  youth,  sport,  cultural  and  other 
organizations.  The  reformist  leaders,  try  as  they  may,  are  no 


i/imw  ablo  to  check  tht'  tremendous  influence  exerersid  by  (|,e 
Jokiii  on  behalf  of  the  fighting  unity  of  all  proletarians  against 
f ,s?isin  and  war.  Still  less  are  they  succeeding  m '’becking  ,[l{! 
lowing  influence  exerted  on  the  toiling  masses  of  the  whole 
S hy  the  victory  of  Socialism  in  the  bovn  t U,„o». 

Lot  the  Social-Democrats  hold  posts  in  the  gmcimm-iUs  of 
OfcJioslovakia  Belgium,  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norw.ty,  let 
I S leaders  take  over  the  governmen  lin^land 

^h;tlmuSs  wiii  support  u~>  r ,:"u; 

working  masses  in  these  countries  i 'O  V1.  } t 

that  their  strength  does  not  lie  m cabinet  posts  but  m the 

UnB^  fthent  Social-Democratic  ministers  in  Cwcl Slovakia , 
Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norway  are  not  comlut  tmg  .1  rial  fight 

*<Tho  cS%plo  are  planned  as  to  the  fate  of  their  national 
independence!^  This  alarm  is  shared  byl lit ^Communists.  Ilut 

what  do  the  Social- Democratic  ministers  do  . Ins  teat  I of  cut- 
ting the  ground  from  under  the  Hitler  agents  in  Czechoslovakia 
bvViSicv  designed  in  the  national  and  economic  interests  of 
the  toffing  massre,  they  nurse  Hcnlein  s fascist  movement  and 
enable  him  to  draw  the  majority  of  the  Germans  .n  teccho- 
Slovakia  into  his  party.  Instead  of  mobilizing  all  the  foices  of 
tic  p»pl"  aplrt  fascism,  they  persecute  the  ( omn, uniats. 
Instead  of  throwing  the  fascists  into  jail  and  conccntiatton 
camps,  they  do  that  to  the  Communists  and  ant, -fascists. 
Inst  -ad  of  carrying  on  a struggle  against  the  warmongers,  the 
Danish  and  Swedish  Social-Democratic  governments  arc  by 

their  policy  objectively  supporting  the  German  fascists.  I Ins 
anti-labour  policy  of  the  Social-Democratic  Parties tin  Czecho- 
slovakia and  the  Scandinavian  countries  is  making  the  working 
masses  realize  that  the  Social-Democratic  ministers  arc  not  a 
bulwark  against  fascism,  war  preparations  and  t ic  capitalist 

offensive 

The  realization  of  this  is  inducing  the  working  class  to  strive 
for  a united  front  with  the  Communists— as  is  particularly 
shown  in  the  case  of  Czechoslovakia— in  order  to  settle  accounts 
with  fascism  and  the  warmongers  in  a proletarian  fashion,  to 
avoid  a situation  such  as  the  German  proletariat  now  lias  to 
suffer,  and  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a new  world  shambles. 

The  working  class  in  the  fascist  countries  have  most  of  all 
realized  the  great  strength  and  value  of  the  united  front.  In 
;pite  of  a number  of  sectarian  notions  that  recently  prevailed 
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aniong  the  leaders  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Germany,  and  1 

in  spite  of  the  resistance  of  the  Social- Democratic  leaders,  the 
masses  <>f  German  workers  arc  more  and  more  clearly  realizing 
that  an  effective  struggle  against  fascism  can  be  carried  on,  and 
die  latter’s  overthrow  achieved,  only  by  means  of  a united  front 
0f  the  Communists  and  Social- Democrats. 

In  Hungary,  the  workers  realize  that  they  can  defend  their 
trade  unions,  ami  even  the  Social- Democratic  organizations, 
oiilv  by  a united  front  with  those  very  Communists  who  only 
very  recently  were  betrayed  to  the  jxilice  by  the  Social-Dcmo- 
craiic  leaders. 

7 he  1 1 'ay  to  Overcome  the  Split  in  Hie  Ranks  of  the  Working  Class 

The  movement  for  a united  front  of  Communists  and 
Socialists  has  profound  roots.  It  arises  from  the  deep  impres- 
sion made  on  the  wide  masses  of  workers  by  the  victory  of 
socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union,  under  the  influence  of  which 
the  idea  of  storming  the  citadel  of  capitalism  is  maturing  in  the 
minds  of  the  masses.  It  arises  from  the  experience  of  the  whole 
international  labour  movement  in  the  capitalist  countries,  from 
the  experience  of  the  German  defeat,  from  the  experience  of  the 
armed  struggles  in  Austria  and  Spain  and  from  the  experience 
of  the  general  strike  and  the  united  front  in  France.  From  this 
the  working  class  is  drawing  the  conclusion  that  the  struggle 
against  capitalism  can  be  carried  on  only  by  a united  front  and 
in  closest  contact  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

This  conclusion  of  the  masses,  drawn  from  their  own  ex- 
perience in  the  struggle,  has  produced  the  greatest  change  in  the 
international  labour  movement  since  the  October  Revolution, 

Comrades,  the  movement  for  the  united  front  is  much  more 
than  the  arithmetical  sum  of  the  forces  of  two  workers’  parties. 
The  majority  of  the  working  class  in  the  capitalist  countries  is 
unorganized  and  in  many  countries  still  follows  the  bourgeois 
parties.  The  united  front  of  the  labour  movement  represents 
such  an  increase  of  strength  as  to  make  it  a powerful  force  of 
attraction  for  the  mass  of  proletarians  who  are  still  not  class- 
conscious,  detaching  them  from  the  bourgeois  parties  and 
enrolling  them  in  the  class  struggle. 

In  Poland,  where  the  Polish  Socialist  Party  is  still  legal,  while 
the  Communists  are  subjected  to  the  most  brutal  persecution, 
where  the  Socialist  and  non-party  workers  when  they  under- 
take joint  action  with  the  Communists  expose  themselves  to  the 
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„in„.  jKTsrcntion,  tlir  united  hont  bean  to  the  tum<.n„ 

U„li.ttonizm«  «f  the  wwkiiig-ctass  mawes  and 

* „i, to  m.ifcr  ».u‘i lot  Hit-  .evolutional  V »J™ggJe. 

II  iln>  i hVtv  million  im-inhers  of  the  Hritn.h  labour  Party 
twwl  t, mauls  a imiiid  front  with  tlic  ( omimnust  Party,  i|,js 
inti'lies  that  we  have  here  somethin*!  much  imm-  than  thL. 
arithmetical  sum  of  the  f« trees  of  the  two  jur  i.  s it  imp]jt.s 
rather  that  the  masses  are  turning  front  reform  out  to  a icvoh,. 

"n?£l3-tm  is  the  first  step  towarils  cm-munli* 
split  ill  till-  Iinrkiiifi  .l.iss  imivriiiriit.  <**»« * 1110,1  «<  » 

unifiiil  revolutionary  party  of  Hi<  I’""  '■ 
i„  i«fria  the  Comni.ii.isM  haw  raws!  tin-  .piistn...  „| 
ani.ili;aiii>iliiin  mill  thr  party  of  Ki-volutioiMij  ,<jrialiS|s 
This  union  lias  not  yot  inntcrialimd,  bfraiw  tin  . oualisis  did 

%mSl  tho  Communists  rntrml  into  nrp.t  iatim  „iti, 
th«‘ Sn-ialist  Party  for  a united  revolutionary  parly, 

V,  can  only  ivelcome  the  voices  raised  by  .some  Ns  i.dists 
,hc  Lltit  cvu'nlries.  who  consiilcr  closer  Httical  relations  w„|, 

the  Soviet  labour  movement  necessary. 

I'li is  movement  for  a united  revolutionary  pr  vw,ll  „,, 
doubtedlv  continue  to  develop,  since  the  victm>  of  Socialism 
in  the  Soviet  Union  has  shaken  the  foundations  of  reformism, 
and  all  the  toilers  of  the  world  will  rally  around  the  policy 

of  the  Soviet  Union.  . . . .. 

Tin's  is  conlir ined  not  only  hy  developments  in  the  imperialist 

countries,  but  also  by  developments  m tile  colonies  ami  depen. 
dent  countries. 


The  Triumphant  Progress  of  the  Chinese  Soviets 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  whole  post-war  period,  an  event 
that  ha<  impressed  its  stamp  on  the*  colonial  wot  Id,  is  the 
Chinese  Revolution  which  since  the  Sixth  W orld  Congress  of 
the  Communist  International  has  taken  on  a Soviet  form.  The 
j ise  and  victorious  development  of  the  Soviet  movement  in 
China  is  of  the  most  far-reaching  world  historical  importance. 
The  heroic  struggle  of  the  Chinese  Red  Army,  which  has 
covered  itself  with  undying  fame,  stands  as  a shining  example 
for  the  toilers  of  the  whole  colonial  world,  Six  times  have  the 
militarists  of  the  Kuomintang,  with  the  full  support  of  the 
international  imperialists,  equipped  expeditions  to  crush  the 
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c,,vid  movriiit  ill  In  Spite  uf  lUr  irempiKlnti  . means  and  furi  es 
jnuliili/ed  (ur  tins  pm  pose  hy  the  enemies  of  the  < hmese  people, 
ljlt.  U'oi  kei>’ and  f’e.isiints'  Ked  Anny  of  ( hin.i  has  been  able  to 
f>;i« ry  all  the  blows  uf  the  imperialists  and  the  ( liinese  nmritei 
ivvofm ionary  exploiting  classes.  (Applause)  All  the  six 
canip‘dgns  of  the  generals  against  the  Soviet  districts  ended 
with  the  defeat  of  the  Kiminlntuig  militarists.  (Applause) 

Although  ‘diet  tile  six t It  campaign  the  ( liinese  Red  Army, 
jii  ordei  to  avoid  encirclement  hy  the  Kuomintang  troops,  was 
obliged  to  evaeuale  I he  territory  of  the  former  Centra)  Soviet 
area  in  Kiangsi,  the  Red  Army  succeeded  in  foiling  the  plan  of 
the  imperialists  and  Chinese  militarists,  which  aimed  at  sur- 
rounding and  annihilating  the  Chinese  Red  Army.  In  the 
course  of  bitter  lighting  lire  Red  Army  considerably  increased 
its  fighting  strength.  I he  march  to  the  Province  of  Szechuan 
so  brilliantly  executed  by  the  main  forces  of  the  Chinese  Red 
Anny,  shows  what  prospects  are  oj>en  to  the  further  develop- 
ment of  Soviet  ( hina.  1 lie  lessons  of  the  military  struggles  of 
tin-  Chinese  Red  Army  furnish  striking  proof  of  the  fact  that  a 
people  oppressed  hv  imperialism  can  successfully  take  up  the 
struggle  in  a revolutionary  war,  which  in  its  course  satisfies 
the  fundamental  needs  of  the  toilers,  against  a superior  enemy 
and  international  imperialism  armed  to  the  teeth.  The  success- 
es gained  by  the  ( liinese  Soviets  furnish  brilliant  confirmation  of 
the  correctness  uf  the  line  of  the  Communist  International, which 
is  based  on  Lenin’s  and  Stalin's  doctrine  of  the  colonial  revolu- 
tion. The  successes  gained  by  the  Chinese  Soviets  are  an 
expression  of  the  overwhelming  influence  of  the  Socialist 
October  Revolution,  which  has  ushered  in  a new  era  in  the 
history  of  human  society. 

In  China,  for  the  first  time  in  world  history,  a national 
revolutionary  struggle  for  emancipation  is  passing  into  an  un- 
restricted revolutionary  democratic  dictatorship  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  the  peasantry.  For  the  first  time  in  world  history, 
an  anti-imperialist  agrarian  revolution  in  a semi-colonial 
country  is  taking  the  form  of  a fight  for  Soviets.  Thus  the 
possibility  of  establishing  a Soviet  power  in  a colonial  country 
is  proved  in  practice,  a Soviet  Power  which  here  makes  its 
appearance  in  tho  state  form  of  a revolutionary  democratic 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  and  the  peasantry,  and  which 
ensures  the  passing  of  the  bourgeois  democratic  revolution  into 
the  socialist  revolution. 

The  Chinese  revolution  provides  the  first  model  of  a colonial 
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revolution  in  which  the1  iJcolopcal  and  J so,  in  its  initial  forin 
the  state  hegemony  of  the  proletariat  is  realized.  i„  ,]u; 
Chinese  working  class  the  colonial  proletariat  has  proved  jn 
practice  its  ability  to  settle  great  historical  problems,  to  maim 
tain  the  complete  economic  and  political  iitdtjx  iidence  of 
country,  to  completely  abolish  feudal  survivals,  to  put  an 
to  large  landed  proprietorship,  to  excise  the  cancer  of  usury, 
and  to  undertake  revolutionary  changes  that  clear  the  way  f^r 


the  victory  of  socialism*  # 

The  policy  of  the  Chinese  Soviets,  the  practical  measures  they 

have  taken,  which  ensure  a definitely  tangible  improvement  in 
the  conditions  of  the  workers  and  peasants,  me  helping  to 
awaken  the  masses  of  toilers  to  active  political  life  and  rapidly 
to  raise  the  level  of  their  organization  and  political  conscious, 
ness.  Among  the  toilers  of  the  Kuorniiitang  areas  of  China, 
who  live  under  conditions  which  deprive  them  of  all  rights  and 
reduce  them  to  ruin,  starvation  and  extermination,  while  the 
Kuomintang  regime  condemns  them  to  continued  colonial 
slavery,  the  conviction  is  growing  that  only  the  . oviets  can 
save  China*  Wider  and  wider  masses  of  the  toilers  of  China 
are  coming  to  realize  that  the  Soviets  are  the  only  force  capable 
of  defending  the  unity  and  independence  of  China,  uniting  the 
country,  repelling  the  attacks  of  the  imperialist  conquerors  and 
ensuring  a radical  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  toiling 


masses.  . 

The  successful  development  of  the  Soviet  movement  in  China 

is  arousing  enthusiasm  for  revolutionary  struggle  among  the 
toilers  of  the  whole  colonial  world,  for  whom  the  Chinese  Soviets 
have  become  a model  and  a banner  of  the  revolutionary  struggle 

for  freedom. 


* * * 

Comrades,  this  brings  me  to  the  conclusion  of  the  analysis  of 
the  three  periods  of  the  struggle.  Let  us  summarize  the  results 
of  the  development  of  the  international  labour  movement  since 
the  Sixth  World  Congress. 

The  insufferable  economic  yoke,  the  absence  of  all  prospect 
of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  masses  within  the 
framework  of  capitalism,  the  direct  danger  of  war,  the  blind 
furj'  of  the  offensive  of  the  bourgeoisie  against  the  last  remnants 
of  democratic  liberties  and  parliamentarism,  and  the  attempts 
to  establish  the  fascist  regime  of  blood  and  terror  in  more  and 
more  countries,  are  causing  the  wave  of  the  struggle  of  the 
proletariat  in  the  capitalist  world  to  rise  higher  every  month. 
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The  Soviet  Union  is  increasingly  becoming  a centre  of  attrac- 
tion for  the  toiling  masses,  which  means  that  the  idea  of  the 
necessity  of  establishing  their  own  Soviet  Power  is  maturing 
in  the  minds  of  the  masses. 

No  passing  changes  in  the  economic  situation,  no  manoeuvres 
0f  " Left  and  Social-Democratic  governments  can  alter  this 
major  trend  in  the  development  of  the  international  labour 

movement. 

This  upsurge  in  the  labour  movement  and  the  increasing 
desire  of  the  masses  to  fight  for  Socialism,  show  that  the 
revolutionary  crisis  is  maturing  all  over  the  world. 

] now  come  to  the  part  of  my  report  dealing  with  the  state 
0l  affairs  in  our  Sections. 


IV.  Till--  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL  AND  ITS  SECTIONS 

To-day,  more  than  ever  before,  the  development  of  historical 
events  depends  on  the  degree  of  consciousness  and  the  state  of 
organization  of  the  working  class,  on  the  skilful  and  clever 
tactics  of  the  Communists,  on  the  might  and  strength  of  the 
Communist  International. 

In  his  report  to  the  Seventeenth  Party  Congress  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  held  in  January-Peb- 
ruary  1934.  Comrade  Stalin  said  : 

“ Some  comrades  think  that  as  soon  as  a revolutionary 
crisis  occurs  the  bourgeoisie  must  drop  into  a hopeless  position, 
that  its  end  is  predetermined,  that  the  victory  of  the 
revolution  is  assured,  and  that  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  wait 
for  the  bourgeoisie  to  fall  and  to  draw  up  victorious  resolu- 
tions. 1 his  is  a profound  mistake.  The  victory  of  revolution 
never  comes  by  itself.  It  has  to  be  prepared  for  and  won. 
And  only  a strong  proletarian  revolutionary  party  can  pre- 
pare for  and  win  victory.  Moments  occur  when  the  situation 
is  revolutionary,  when  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  is  shaken 
to  its  very  foundations,  and  yet  the  victory  of  the  revolution 
does  not  come,  because  there  is  no  revolutionary  party  of  the 
proletariat  sufficiently  strong  and  authoritative  to  lead 
the  masses  and  take  power.  It  would  be  unwise  to  believe 
that  such  ' cases  ’ cannot  occur.” 

Comrades,  we  must  confess  that  such  ” cases  ” frequently 
occur,  that  such  “ cases  ” may  be  repeated  if  we  do  not  take 
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famradc’  Stalin’s  warning  to  heart  ami  do  not  .In  yverythj, 

HSR.  ire  a hh*' to  win  over  the  majority  of  the  prokuariut. 

- ' ft,*,  iviix  liiiK  20  and  in  m-j  - 111  prole- 

vk’!unuus(  tin*  ivas*m  Oun  m U-rnuny 

' i s ,e  i ml  there  was  no  strong  revol.itioiutry  party  of  «£ 

loM  eapahle  of  ^mringthe 

g^ypZr.lSat  h was  not  strong  f «>  the 
Sm-ialist  workers  into  a general  strike  against  fascism  m spilc 

*2* ^jl iiV'The  ™ kKKil-v  in  }tl')y  in 

-\nu  «a.  . . . ti  lime  was  not  victorious  ■ 

Vet  the  pro  etanat  at  tinii  tom  , l,h  . 

2d  tho  toil.  cam.  .o  * 

»•"»»  moliitiomuy  p-i't>  “ '* > ; Austria  ill  February 

Further,  mill  lit  not  the  » ^ timc  luld  ,K. 

,<B4  have  been  a dlfleie.lt  one .1 «!«'«  j(  haJ  not  ^ 

Sr"::  ^ >vas 

not  a revolutionary  part},  that  hmirecois-demorr'iti^ 

Cyv,;,,  where  for  four  years  the  bouigcois  democratic 

rewlutEi  has  been  at  a standstill,  might  there  not  have  been 
rS£Lt  situation  for  the  further  development  of  the  revolu, 

‘^eESd !T?te  success  of  the  unemployed  movement  and 
the  political  activities  of  the  working  class  m a number  of 
capitalist  countries  during  the  past  few  years  liave  been  greater 
if  the  Communist  Parties  had  been  stronger,  if  they  had  been 
able  to  create  a powerful  system  of  proletarian  mass  organiza- 
tions, win  the  proletariat  and  the  broad  toiling  masses  and  lead 

them  in  an  attack  on  capitalism  ? ^ __  _ . 

If  the  Russian  proletariat  was  victorious  m October  1917  u 
was  primarily  because  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a strong  and 
experienced  'party  of  the  Bolsheviks  in  Russia  which,  under 
the  firm  leadership  of  Lenin,  was  able  to  establish  close  contact 
with  the  whole  mass  of  the  exploited  and  oppressed  and  to  win 
over  the  majority  of  the  proletariat  in  ordei  to  lead  the  whole 
proletariat  to  a successful  and  victorious  revolution. 

W ithout  such  a party  the  proletariat  of  Russia  could  not 
have  conquered  power,  in  spite  of  the  revolutionary  situation. 

The  chief  lesson,  therefore,  to  be  learned  from  the  history  of 
evolutionary  movement  is  that  we  Communists  must  work 


iiccariiifily  in  organizing  tin*  masses,  strengthening  i lit-  Com- 
1,1  mist  Parlivs  anil  th.-ir  i i.-s  with  the  masses  ami  strengthening 
2L  Communist  International, 

if  we  do  mil  prepare  mu  selves  for  the  accomplishment  of  tl.is 
sk  it  may  come  about  however  profound  tin;  revolutionary 
risis  may  be — that  the  bourgeoisie  may  succeed  in  fooling  the 
masses,  in  again  suppressing  the  liberation  movement  <>{  the 
rolclariat  fora  certain  period,  in  establishing  fascist  dictator- 


*1  ip  itl  a nmiiher  of  other  countries  and  in  seeking  for  a way 
's  t 0f  its  dilficull  position  in  a new  imperialist  war  for  the 
repartition  of  the  whole  world. 


Tilt*  period  that  elapsed  between  the  Sixth  and  the  Seventh 
World  Congress  of  the  Communist  international,  was,  ns  1 have 
already  said,  a period  in  which  the  working-class  masses  swung 
over  to  the  revolutionary  struggle,  a period  in  which  the 
influence  of  the  Communist  Parties  among  the  masses  rapidly 
mew,  and  at  the  same  time  a period  in  which  the  Communist 
parties  became  organizationally  and  politically  consolidated. 


The  political  and  organizational  consolidation  of  the  Com- 
munist Parties  was  effected  in  the  course  of  a struggle  against 
the  Right  elements  which  were  urging  the  Parties  to  capitulate 
to  Social-Democracy.  Soon  after  the  Sixth  World  Congress 
the  Rights  began  to  oppose  the  line  of  the  Congress  : in  Ger- 
rnanv,  Brandler,  somewhat  later  in  the  U.S.A.,  Lovesfone  ; in 
Czechoslovakia,  Jilek,  in  Sweden  Kilbom  and  in  France  Scllicr 
and  later  Dori at. 

Nevertheless,  neither  in  Germany  nor  the  U.S.A.,  neither  in 
Czechoslovakia  nor  France  did  the  Right  opportunists  succeed 
in  gaining  the  following  of  any  appreciable  sections  of  the  Party 
membership.  Only  in  Sweden  did  the  Kilboni  group,  succeed, 
thanks  to  the  inadequate  explanatory  work  carried  on  by  the 
followers  of  the  Comintern  and  to  their  mistakes,  in  splitting 
the  Swedish  Communist  Party  and  in  winning  a section  of  the 
revolutionary  workers  away  from  the  Communist  International. 

In  the  fight  against  the  Rights,  and  simultaneously  in  the 
fight  against  the  " Left  " sectarian  views  which  tended  to 
isolate  the  Party  from  the  masses,  the  Communist  Parties 
became  sufficiently  steeled  to  counteract  opportunist  influences ; 
they  tested  their  ranks,  ejected  the  rotten  elements  who  were 
unfit  for  the  fight,  and  at  the  same  time  acquired  the  ability 
of  better  manoeuvring  in  the  light  against  the  bourgeoisie  and 
reformism,  adapting  their  tactics  to  the  concrete  conditions 
of  the  class  war  of  the  proletariat  in  each  particular  country. 
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77«-  Heroic  Warriors  of  Communism 

Hv  tin*  internal  consolidation  of  the  Farty,  result  inf*  tj 
cxixwnce  atviimnla(«L  in  tin-  new  stage  of  struck-  and  fr,„tl 
the  serious  work  performed  in  training  cadres,  tin-  < omrnm,^ 
Parties  rose  to  a new  ami  higher  level.  Inis  is  bnrtur  out  by 
the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Chinese  Red  Army.  "'Inch  is  headed 
bv  peasants,  agricultural  workers  and  slmleuts  who  «lmj„,r 
these  seven  years  have  been  trained  by  the  I arty  and  have 
developed  into  capable  organizers  ami  leaders  of  the  masses. 

into  proletarian  statesmen.  , „ , 

This  is  borne  out  by  the  work  of  the  Communist  Party  f)f 


complex  political  questions,  to  publish  thousands  of  illegal 
newspapers  and  to  organize  the  struggle  <>l  the  w«n  kei s against 
the  National  Socialists.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  skilful  tactics 
of  the  Communist  Party  of  France,  which  have  led  to  the 
establishment  of  a united  front  and  to  the  amalgamation  of  the 
masses  of  the  people  in  the  fight  against  the  fascist  ol  tensive. 
This  is  borne  out  by  the  October  fighting  in  Spain,  where  only 
five  years  ago  there  was  still  but  an  insignificant  group  of  Com- 
munist propagandists  led  by  semi-1  rotskyist  elements,  who  later 
even  broke  away  from  the  Communist  International,  but  where 
in  the  past  few'  years  a strong  Communist  Part}’  was  created 
which  led  the  armed  fighting  in  a large  part  of  Asturias. 

The  past  seven  years  have  shown  the  world  that  wherever  the 
toiling  masses  took  up  the  fight  against  the  imperialist  yoke, 
against  the  plundering  of  the  toilers  by  high  finance,  the  banks 
and  the  trusts,  the  fight  in  the  interests  of  the  freedom  of  the 
peoples  and  the  culture  of  humanity,  the  Communists  have 
fought  in  the  front  ranks. 

During  the  past  seven  years  the  world  was  able  to  convince 
itself  of  the  steadfastness  and  self-sacrifice,  the  boundless 
devotion  of  the  cadres  of  the  Communist  International  to  the 
cause  of  the  struggle  for  emancipation  of  all  who  are  exploited 
and  oppressed. 

Remember  the  stand  made  by  Comrade  Dimitrov  at  the 
Leipzig  trial,  remember  the  trials  of  Rakosi  in  Hungary,  Auli- 
kainen  in  Finland  and  Fiete  Schulze  in  Germany,  remember  the 
heroic  deaths  of  Comrade  Tsu  Tsu-fo,  Luetgens,  and  Kofard- 
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hiev,  and  remember,  finally,  the  numerous  heroes  and.  victims 
of  ihc  great  struggle  h>r  emancipation  in  all  the  countries  of  the 

wodd. 

Extremely  significant  is  the  circumstance  that  in  the  period 
under  review  individual  parties,  or  several  parties  in  conjunc- 
tion, frequently  took  t he  initiative  of  international  action  in  the 
struggle  on  behalf  of  the  unemployed  and  against  fascism  and 
war.  Extremely  significant  also  is  the  fact  that  the  stronger 
and  more  experienced  parlies  assisted  the  weaker  parties  with 


. < , * . , ' m liic  matter  oi  tneir 

internal  consolidation  and  m their  fight  against  the  bourgeoisie 

I"  connection  with  the  fact  that  during  the  past  few  years 
a change  has  taken  place  in  the  consciousness  of  the  broad 
working-class  masses,  particularly  of  the  Social- Democratic 
workers,  the  Communist  Parties  now  possess  incomparably 
greater  opportunities  of  winning  over  the  working-class  masses. 
Our  slogans  are  gaining  popularity  among  increasingly  broader 
strata  of  the  working  class  and  also  within  the  Social-Demo 
cratic  Parties. 

The  position  of  the  Social-Democratic  leaders  among  the 

masses  must  indeed  be  had  if  many  of  them  are  now  beginning 
to  recognize  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  the  Soviet  form 
of  State  the  confiscation  of  the  means  of  production  and  their 
nationalization,  and  the  violent  overthrow  of  the  power  of  the 
exploiting  class.  This  victory  of  the  slogans  and  ideas  of  the 
Communist  International  goes  to  show  that  while  in  the  years 
of  stabilization  the  Communist  Parties  extended  their  influence 
only  very  slowly  and  were  not  able  to  destroy  the  influence  of 
the  old  and  more  influential  reformist  parties]  now  all  the  con- 
ditions exist  which  render  possible  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
influence  of  the  t ommunist  Parties  and  their  success  in  winning 
over  the  majority  of  the  wot  king  class  to  the  Communist 
Parties, 


The  bourgeoisie  is  endeavouring  to  make  it  difficult  for  the 
Communist  1 arties  to  win  over  a majority  of  the  working  class 
by  restricting  freedom  of  Communist  propaganda,  hindering 
the  legal  activities  of  the  Communist  Parties,  employing  terror 
against  the  Communists  and  by  setting  up  the  slogans  of 
various  bourgeois,  semi-fascist  and  fascist  parties  against  the 
slogans  of  the  Communists. 
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l iuW  bv  fh<-  rapid  abandonment  «f  "M"  n il,>  "Mss,.s 

bv  the  d.mgei  proletarian  revolution,  tin-  bourgeois^ 
M^LhshinK  tht  last  remnants  of  l*>uOCV<>.s-dei no.  ,;, M, 
ties  .mil  the  organizations  of  |»tol«(.tri.*U  m.  l„«l„I|{  ,,u. 
^H  ^M)em(vratic  Parlies  and  the 
As  a i csiil I of  I Ills  offensive  of  Hie  IxmiTfcWMe  against  the 
working-class  organizations,  only  twenty-two  of  the  WfCty-seveD 
sections  of  the  Communist  Interna  luma  I m Hie  ca|,ltalisl 
countries,  ami  only  eleven  in  Europe,  are  able  to  work  legajjy 
or  semi  legally  !‘ort>  - Jive  sections,  fifteen  of them  m hurope, 
are  obliged  to  work  under  conditions  of  strict  illegality  ami 
under  a gruesome  terror.  Among  them  are  count  i like  ita|v 
German  v.  Austria  ami  Latvia,  where  the  tnsnsts  have  smash,., j 
all  Hie  organisations  of  Hit*  proletariat,  uu  hiding  the  Sorj;ij. 
JVmocratic  Parties  and  the  trade  unions,  and  are  forcibly 
driving  (he  workers  into  the  fascist  organizations. 


|fV  Must  Explain  the  Programme.  Strategy  ami  Tactics  of 
Comintern  to  the  Massts 

The  forms  ami  methods  of  the  struggle  of  the  Communists 
for  the  working-class  masses,  their  agitation,  propaganda  and 
organizational  work  are  determined  by  the  position  of  the 
Communist  Party  in  each  given  country.  Nevertheless,  in  all 
capitalist  countries  without  exception,  this  struggle  is  being 
carried  on  under  common  slogans  advocating  «t  fight  against  the 
capitalist  offensive,  against  fascism  and  against  the  prepara- 
tions for  a new  imperialist  war.  In  all  countries  the  work  of 
the  Communists  is  being  conducted  under  the  main  slogan  of 
the  Communist  International,  the  slogan  of  lighting  for  Soviet 


Power. 

Our  agitation  and  propaganda  were  determined  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  in  their  fight  against  capitalism,  fascism  and 
war,  the  Communists  were  also  obliged  at  the  same  time  to  fight 
the  Social-Democratic  Parties,  which  were  holding  back  the 
masses  from  the  struggle.  Without  having  fought  the  Social- 
Democratic  Parties,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  fight  the 
bourgeoisie,  because  it  was  a question  of  winning  the  Social- 
Democratic  workers  for  the  struggle, 

The  present  situation,  if  nothing  else,  compels  us  to  intensify 
our  criticism  of  those  Social-Democratic  Parties  and  leaders 
who  are  continuing  to  hold  back  the  masses  from  the  struggle 
and  who  are  playing  the  part  of  strike-breakers  in  the  struggle 

56 


0{  the  wording  class.  lint  m il„-  same  time  we  must  direct  our 
agjralion  and  propaganda  very  vigorously  against  the  hour- 
Bcoi-'i*'.  especially  ‘hen  .can, unary  fascist  parlies,  which  are 

^dcavmn  11.K  with  tin  help  Of  their  demagogic,  antUcapitailat 

Slogans  to  ciijit  me  I he  masses  who  were  not  formerly  class- 
enscious  and  wee  politically  passive  and  who  are  turning  away 
fromrefoMiusn,  and  for  the  lost  time  are  being  stirred  into  action 

Till*  tiKlliudu  of  agitation  and  propaganda  adopted  by  the 
fascists  and  many  other  bourgeois  parties  and  their  leaders  EO 
to  show  H.al  1 lie  bourgeoisie  is  feeling  its  weakness  and  that  it 
is  no  longer  able  to  maintain  its  rule  by  openly  coming  out  (or 
capjulisni  before  t lie  masses. 

Many  of  our  agitators  and  editors  believe  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  give  a theoretical  proof  that  the  slogans  of  the  bourgeoisie 
are  una  wnlilu  and  not  in  harmony  with  Marxist-Leninist 
poJit iciil  economy.  I hat  is  quite  useless.  It  is  our  duty  to 
prove  in  every  possible  way  that  the  bourgeois  leaders  arc 
deceiving  the  masses  with  these  slogans,  that  no  bourgeois  party 
can  put  these  slogans  into  effect,  and  that  only  Soviet  govern- 
ment can  liberate  the  toilers  from  the  domination  of  the  banks 
a„d  the  trusts,  from  the  yoke  of  capital  and  from  poverty 
starvation  and  misery.  1 

It  is  our  duty  to  prove  to  the  masses  that  German  “ National- 
Socialism  does  not  contain  a single  grain  of  socialism  Tin- 
fascist  demagogues  arc  endeavouring  to  deck  themselves  in  the 
toga  of  people  s tribunes  who  arc  protecting  the  '*  interests  " of 
the  whole  nation. 

It  is  therefore  our  duty  to  expose  them  as  agents  of  the 
powerful  trusts  and  the  cannon  kings,  to  show  the  masses 
what  lies  behind  the  legend  of  national  unity  and  how  a handful 
of  capitalists  and  fascist  leaders  are  battening  on  the  people 
We  must  show  the  people  that  only  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat — which  is  the  only  real  democracy  for  the  toilers, 
created  in  the  image  of  the  Soviet  Union— is  able  to  help  the 
workers. 

The  capitalist  system  is  becoming  more  and  more  repulsive 
to  the  toilers.  AH  the  outstanding  minds  of  our  generation  are 
turning  against  the  capitalist  system.  In  the  eyes  of  the  masses 
Communism  is  coming  to  be  their  only  saviour. 

The  toiling  masses  are  opposed  to  capitalism,  they  have  lost 
their  faith  in  reformism  and  are  beginning  to  break  away  from 
it.  The  toiling  masses  are  in  favour  of  a united  fighting  front 
against  capital,  fascism  and  war. 


flic  Comoi ii nists,  who  an*  organizing  a consistent  flfi, 
against  (hr  capitalist  offensive,  fascism  and  war,  an-  in  favour 
oi  { ho  muted  front  as  a form  of  unity  which  can  l„.  rcaij^ 

iin  media  „ t 

tin!  unity  of  action  is  not  enough.  Mtc  cnangr  that  has 
taken  place  among  the  masses  in  connection  with  the  Chang®  in 
the  world  situation  caused  by  the  victoiv  ot  socialism  in  t]lf! 
Sox  iet  l 'n ion  and  the  fact  that  in  more  and  mote  countries  t|k- 
bourgeoisie  are  adopting  the  niethtKls  ot  fascist  die  tutorship 
has  resulted  in  tin*  Social-1  >emocratic  masses  beginning  to  turn 
towards  the  united  trout  spontaneously.  Hut  this  does  noj 
mean  that  the  masses  will  come  over  to  l omimmism  just  a* 

spontaneously. 

f lic  workers  are  in  favour  of  a united  jMity,  but  tray  often 
picture  the  creation  of  such  a party  in  too  simplified  a form,  If 
all  the  revolutionary  workers  are  to  be  united  in  one  party, 
the  masses  themselves  must  widely  discuss  the  piogiaimuc  and 
tactical  questions  and  the  aims  of  the  struggle. 

A real  u nited  party  of  the  proletariat  can  be  created  only  on 
the  basis  of  unity  of  programme,  strategy  and  tactics.  I'he 
programme  and  tactics  of  the  Social-1  democratic  Parties  have 
suffer’d  bankruptcy.  The  programme,  strategy  and  tactics  of 
the  Communist  International  have  stood  every  test.  We  have 
therefore  every  reason  for  explaining  our  programme,  tactics 
and  strategy  to  the  Social-Democratic  workers,  for  fighting  on 
this  basis  for  the  union  of  all  revolutionary  forces  and  for 
assuming  the  offensive  against  reformism  along  the  whole  front. 


( ontact  with  the  Masses — a Law  of  Bolshevism 

I now  come  to  the  condition  of  our  Sections  front  the  point 
of  view  of  organization.  Our  Sections  in  all  countries  have 
grown  politically  and  numerically.  But  their  organizational 
growth  does  not  correspond  to  the  growth  of  our  influence,  and 
the  result  of  this  may  be  that  the  Communist  Parties  may  not 
be  equal  to  the  tremendous  tasks  which  the  political  situation 
imposes  on  them  in  the  matter  of  leading  the  masses. 

The  organizational  growth  of  the  sections  of  the  Communist 
International  in  countries  where  the  movement  is  legal  is  at 
presen t being  primarily  hindered  by  a number  of  shortcomings 
in  recruiting  new  members,  in  the  work  of  educating  them  and  in 
building  up  the  Part)’  organizations.  This  is  especially  borne 
out  by  the  so-called  “ fluctuation,"  as  expressed  in  the  fact  that 
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newly- wtMl  I >;n  ty  members  either  never  actually  join  the  ranks 
of  tlw  " ;*ftcr  a lew  months.  Many  of  the 

m xx  \ i*  (i  mil  1 »\  tikr  Party  have  still  inadequate 

politic'  1 raining  and  are  not  sufficiently  active  and  disciplined 
Vlif  P^'V  Oiganjzatton  must  devote  a great  deal  of  auction 
|t)  diem  -Old  tram  them  to  become  lighting  Communists  and 
act ivc  IMr  y fiM.ctionar.es.  lim  this  is  just  what  the  old 
pieinbcrs  often  lad  to  do. 

Thf  orgiinizat iona!  growth  ot  the  Sections  of  the  Communist 

Intermit  ion: eountm-s  where  the  movement  is  illegal  is 

]i|lT))p(.red  by  police  persenmoi..  and  1)y  t]K,  frar  tliat  * w. 

cateurs  may  pi’"*  irate  into  the  organization.  Vet  in  the  illegal 
actions  the  new  members  are  as  a rule  better  trained,  better 

rved ( a,M  1,1,1 ' aCtIV<"  lut  K rc*  l0°.  big  defects  are  to  be 

Very  often  the  rolls  are  not  political  organizations  which 
discuss  various  poht.en  questions,  and  this  state  of  affairs  is  bv 
no  means  occasioned  by  motives  of  secrecy,  I’he  cells  are 
frequently  Mierely  organizations  for  collecting  membership  dues 
Qr  for  distributing  Party  functions. 

In  many  organizations,  both  in  the  legal  and  illegal  sections, 
a veritable  sectarian  fear  of  an  influx  of  former  Social-Demo- 
cratic workers  prevads.  In  many  of  the  organizations  in 
Germany  this  sectarian  spirit  reached  such  lengths  that  either 
special  conditions  of  admission  were  drawn  up  for  former  Social- 
Democrats,  or  they  were  organized  in  special  cells  ; frequently 
excessive  political  demands  were  also  made  on  them  Such 
an  attitude  towards  former  Social- Democrats  bears  wit- 
ness to  a complete  lack  of  understanding  of  the  chance  of 
spirit  that  is  taking  place  among  the  Social -Democrat 


masses. 

This  change  of  spirit  is  borne  out  in  the  case  of  our  Austrian 
parly,  over  two-thirds  of  the  membership  of  which  to-dav 
consists  of  comrades  who  only  a year  ago  belonged  to  the  Social- 
Democratic  I arty,  but  who  are  now  faithful,  devoted  and  active 
members  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Austria.  And  this  is  true 
not  only  of  former  rank-and-file  members  of  the  Social-Demo- 
cratic I arty , but  also  of  foinier  Social-Democratic  functionaries 
It  is  with  particular  pleasure  that  I here  stress  the  fact  that  the 
delegation  of  our  Austrian  Section  to  this  Congress  to  a con- 
siderable ext tnt  consists  of  comrades  who  in  February  1034 
were  still  prominent  functionaries  of  the  Social-Democratic 
Party.  Applause.)  The  composition  of  the  Austrian  delegation 


,lu,  best  rvfclenew  of  ilu*  *'*  aad  t|lt! 

SIKV.-JW  nf  our  IjlAgJ** p t orcaiii/iiiii>ii  is  that  it  ,ni1  , 

k,,,,„  ,!.  maintain  doml  contact  will.  .!«•  immn. 


chiscst  con  Unit  with  tlir  mansrs  ; 


Si/:  : ;nu«,.y  <« r«^ * ^ ilM, 

; It'  „Jj3  « the  Worker s it.  tin*  smiggU*.  I»  *»  > »Uil  h;iSl? 

L.ji  on  tlir  litvisi WJ str.ua  oi  the  worker*  of  tin-  most  important 


la,  t.»rir>  ami  branrlies  oi  industry 


SS  .he«-  exfaT  in  all  omurk*  ,1,  « favourabfe 

condiliMK  for  winning  llio  worn™  anJ  ■"'ul1'  •"  1 11  lrv°lu- 

'Tlii-  Vasiiv  ™ndilion  for  successful  aw  vmk  of  llu-  Com. 
, Jills  ami  f...  Or  "inning  oi  .ho 


there  can  be  no  question  vi  « ^ —b 

class  for  the  Communist  Parties*  , . } 

There  has  been  a certain  increased  animation  lately  m our 

work  in  the  Amsterdam  trade  unions  in  (.real  liritam  Hitn^iry 
and  Poland  and  in  tin*  American  hedeiation  of  Ub  nn.  i Ins 
has  already  resulted  in  rendering  the  reformists  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  unable  to  gnj  ^ to  the 
instructions  of  the  so-called  Black  Circular  for  the  expulsion  of 
Communists.  In  Hungary  and  Poland  our  work  made  it  difli- 
cult  for  the  fascists  to  abolish  the  trade  union  organizations. 

Great  initiative  has  also  been  shown  of  late  by  the  Com- 
munists in  Austria  and  Germany,  who  are  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  restoration  of  the  free  trade  unions.  But  many  Com- 
munists still  regard  the  Amsterdam  trade  unions  as  the  domain 
of  the  Social-Democratic  Parties  and  not  as  their  own  organi- 
zations, not  as  part  of  the  fundamental  organizations  of  the 
working  class,  for  strengthening  of  which  we  must  work  in  a 
practical  way. 

In  those  countries  where  the  working-class  organizations 
have  been  smashed  by  the  fascists,  the  Communists  will  not 
be  able  to  extend  their  influence  to  the  broad  working-class 
masses,  unless  they  utilize  every  legal  and  semi-legal  oppor- 
tunity, unless  they  work  in  the  fascist  trade  unions  in  Italy  and 
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All.lri«  and  In  the  ranks  of  the  so-called  Ubnur  Front  in 
C, .rm liny*  a,,d  mdcss  they  h|*ht  in  organizations  to  win 

nee  over  the  masses  and  to  lead  the  masses, 

()tir slogan  in  tin-  M>t  to  win  the  majority  of  the  proletariat 
i .w-  the  t onmumist  l ai  ty  is  : hxtend  the  front,  penetrate  deeper 
l?‘  the  muss  organisations  1 1 

'The  aim  of  our  work  wit  Ivin  the  Party  is  to  strengthen  the 
p^fty  <‘ml  t0  rt,,bl  !,"ltltu<!  level  *>f  the  party  organisations  ! 


•phe  More  Important  Sections  of  the  Communist  International 

j will  now  proceed  to  deal  with  the  position  of  some  of  ovir 

re  important  Sections. 

During  the  past  seven  years  the  Communist  Parties  have 
learned  to  lead  millions  of  people  and  have  gained  tremendous 
Lhting  experience.  In  all  countr.es  the  import  ant  a nee  of  the 
foinmunist  Parties  has  enormously  increased.  Our  Sections 
have  grown  in  strength. 

The  Communist  J arty  of  Urmany,  our  largest  Communist 
partv  in  the  capitalist  world,  which  after  the  defeat  of  the 
German  proletariat  in  January  iq33  did  not  cease  its  fight 


Gentian  am  not  cease  its  fight 

against  the  bourgo.su-  for  a single  day,  has  been  driven  under- 
ground. B 's  the  ^rgest  illegal  Party  of  the  proletariat  in  the 
history  of  the  working-class  movement.  In  spite  of  the  terror 
and  overcoming  the  sectarian  views  of  certain  of  its  leaders’, 

l _ _ mi+u* l X U.  1%.  ■ 1 « * Hi -k.  a i ■>  4"  1 -m.  on-  _ 1 . X * 


[||1U  v 1 ^ ^ uuu  ui  its  ICitUljTS 

the  Party  is  mobilizing  the  proletarian  masses  against  fascism 
and  against  preparations  for  a new  war  and  is  fighting  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  day-to-day  demands  of  the  workers.  Despite 
the  assertions  of  the  National-Socialist  leaders  that  they  have 
gjiiuliilated  Marxism,  the  Party  has  shown  that  while  it  is 
possible  to  destroy  the  pseudo-Marxism  of  the  Social- Democrats 
and  democratic  illusions,  Marxism  cannot  be  annihilated. 
(Applause.)  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  National-Socialist 
regime  being  consolidated  for  any  lengthy  period  of  time. 

The  Communist  Party  of  Austria,  which  only  a year  and  a 
half  ago  was  a small  propagandist  group  enjoying  very  little 
influence,  after  the  bankruptcy  of  Social-Democracy,  became 
the  heir  of  the  best  traditions  of  the  Austrian  proletariat  and  its 
leading  party.  (Applause.)  . It  is  successfully  combating  the 
survivals  of  reformism,  and  is  fighting  for  a united  front  and 
for  the  amalgamation  of  all  the  revolutionary  workers  in  a united 
Communist  Party. 

The  Communist  Party  of  Spain,  which  at  the  time  of  the 
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*itv*Mn,s  arc  tH-mg  hi*  . n)!l.  in  ...  ; 

I.)>J  it  already  played  a great  polit«c-al  ari,letl 

*S31kU*  what  I.* is  bvvit  sail  tta* 


onlvfoucht  in  the  front  riiiks  ai  ^ - ■ 

tht>  defeat,  without  losing  a Singh'  ntom.-nt.  rrwr.ihM  t.»  the 

workiiur*class  masses  the  weak  i^mts  m tl«*  piolei.man  from, 
Imv  ut  to  combat  reformism,  and  oigam/ed  .1  united  fn>m 
of  all  III  proletarians  in  order  to  create  a tin,,  foundation  f„r 

seven  veam  stood  in  the  vanguard  of  the  hffl » >,f  > “l™!*,  ?f 
the  colonies  and  dependent  countries  It  to a n •tnberslnp 
of  over  ioo,ooo.  It  has  created  a Red  Army  and  has  'von 
power  in  a lursr  part  of  China.  (AMiae.)  I he  successes  it 

I tt  t . i .t..M,oe  rtf  t i fimmitn wi  In t..k 


majority  ol  the  toiiors  in  imkhhii.i™.* 

stuveeth'd  in  otganiting  the  proletariat  of  the  forenurst  nu  ns 
trial  centres  and  is  faced  hy  the  tremendous  y diftcttlt  task  of 
extendine  the  Soviet  revolution  to  the  whole  of  ( hunt  m (he 
light  against  the  national  bourgeoisie  and  Japanese  niter- 

vent  ion.  , , , . 

Another  tremendously  important  event  in  the  dc\  elopmcnt 

of  the  revolutionary  movement  in  the  colonies  is  the  creation  of 

the  Communist  Party  of  India,  (Applause.) 

The  Communist  Party  of  France  has  the  greatest,  successes  to 
record  as  compared  with  the  Communist  Parties  of  other 
imperialist  countries.  It  has  trebled  its  membership  and  by 
the  successful  application  of  united  front  tactics  has  become 
a very'  important  political  factor  in  Prance.  (Applause.)  Its 
task  is  to  strengthen  the  united  front  of  all  the  toilers  against 
the  offensive  of  fascism  and  war  and  on  behalf  of  the  day-to-day 
demands  of  the  working-class  masses,  to  repulse  the  new  attacks 
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0{  fascism  and  to  rouse  tin*  toilers  to  proceed  from  the  fiidit 
..L-aiiist  fascism  to  the  fight  for  Soviets.  K 

TIU'  r.;mmmns/  Party  of  (.real  Hr  Ham.  a small  Organization 
c0, spared  WI,,J  "ie  -‘hour  Party,  has  inm-used  its  member- 
ship by  i me- 1 h in  1,  has  established  a united  front  with  the 

Irul»'Ix  [‘,*,  llt  :I  M,,,r  uf4y  and.  Iiy  carrying  on  successful  work 
among  die  masses  and  by  correctly  applying  united  front 
tactics.  has  st lengthened  its  position  both  in  the  trade  union 
movement  and  among  the  whole  working  class.  It  supports 
anti  fights  for  the  dc.mcrat.c  demands  of  the  masses  It Sup- 
ports their  deMt  e for  a Labour  government  and  at  the  same  time 
advocates  the  programme  of  proletarian  revolution  as  the  only 
way  of  «scalH?  f,fOtn  poverty  and  want.  Nevertheless,  the  Coni- 
m«n'st  1 arlv  ° ,mu  Britain  remained  a small  organiza- 
(ion,  . 

The  Communist  Party  of  thelJ.S.A  . having  overcome  the  fac- 
tional struggle,  has  considerably  grown  numerically  and  as  the 
economic  crisis  grew  in  intensity,  began  to  extend  its  influence 
widely  among  the  working-class  masses,  the  farmers  and  intel- 
lectuals. Hut  in  order  still  further  to  strengthen  its  influence 
among  the  working-class  masses,  the  Party  itself  must  grow  and 
must  consolidate  its  positions  in  the  trade  union  movement  It 
must  fight  more  vigorously  than  hitherto  for  the  creation  of  a 
broad  mass  Party  of  workers  and  peasants,  and  a coalition  of 
all  the  organizations  of  the  toilers  against  the  bourgeoisie 

The  Communist  Party  of  Japan,  which  is  carrying  on  its  work 
amidst  an  extraordinarily  severe  terror,  has  organized  the  fight 
against  the  offensive  of  Japanese  imperialism  in  a Bolshevik 
fashion  anti  has  gi\tn  substantial  support  to  the  toiling  masses 
of  China.  Hut  government  terror  and  the  activities  of  provo- 
cateurs have  seriously  weakened  the  Party.  In  order  to  be  able 
to  achic\ e further  success,  the  Japanese  Communists  must 
resolutely  eradicate  the  remnants  of  sectarianism  and  make  real 
use  of  all  legal  opportunities  of  fighting  for  the  day-to-day 
interests  of  the  working  class.  This  at  the  same  time  is  the 
condition  for  the  political  and  organizational  strengthening  of 
the  Party  for  the  purpose  of  leading  the  toiling  masses  in  the 
fight  against  reaction. 

The  Communist  P ariy  of  Poland  has  not  only  put  an  end  to  the 
prolonged  factional  struggle,  but,  in  live  period  between  the 
Sixth  and  the  Seventh  World  Congress,  has  more  than  trebled 
its  membership  ; it  has  extended  its  political  influence  and  has 
been  able,  thanks  to  its  correct  fighting  slogans,  to  take  the 
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|<>ail  uf  1 1 if;  mass  movements.  (Applause.)  The  united  fr„  , 
has  enabled  the  Parly  In  come  into  still  doser  contact  wit),  t[  \ 
masses.  It  must  UtiilM  even1  legal  oppml  unity  and  defend  tli  I 
last  ti  imi.mts  of  tlm  democratic  rights  ami  lilvni.-s  ()f  ,|lt. 
irifc  jH'ople  in  order  to  rendei  tin-  masses  mature  fur  die  ij.,]" 
toi  tlie  ocertlium  of  I lie  fascist  dictatorship  and  to  rouse  tln-^, 
to  (he  fight  for  a Soviet  Poland. 

The  < cmmunist  Party  <>/ ( techoslwakia has  during  these  yvars 
lc<l  lug  mass  movements  and  lias  gained  in  political  ami  organi- 
zational strength.  1 hanks  to  tlie  good  mass  wot k it  performed 
it  was  able,  in  spite  of  the  categorical  rejection  by  the  Social! 
Democratic  leaders  of  all  proposals  fora  united  front,  to  estab- 
lish a united  front  with  many  local  Social-Democratic  organi- 
sations. The  results  of  the  parliamentary  elections  of  1935,  j„ 
which  the  Party  secured  850,000  votes,  bears  witness  to  a big 
growth  in  the  influence  of  the  Party  among  the  workers  and 
peasant  masses.  The  Party  must  widely  develop  the  united 
front  against  the  capitalist  offensive,  against  Czech  and  German 
fascism  and  against  war,  which  is  threatening  the  political 
imlejiendencc  of  the  Czech  people,  ami  in  favoui  of  an  alliance 
with  the  Soviet  Union.  At  the  same  time  it  must  wage  a 
struggle  against  national  oppression  in  the  German,  l kranian 
and  Slovak  regions.  Hy  organizing  fights  on  behalf  of  partial 
demands,  the  Party  must  lead  the  masses  in  the  struggle 
against  the  bourgeoisie  and  in  the  struggle  for  power. 

‘ And,  finally,  comrades,  a few  words  regarding  the  greatest 
and  leading  section  of  our  International,  the  Party  of  Lenin 
and  Stalin,  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  l won.  (Applause.) 

Under  the  leadership  of  Comrade  Stalin,  the  Communist 
Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  has  during  the  period  gained  new 
victories  of  world  historical  importance,  and  is  conducting  a 
successful  tight  for  the  establishment  of  a classless  socialist 
society.  It  provides  us  with  a great  example  of  how  we  must 
light  and  win. 

Comrades,  only  a few  of  the  biggest  Parties  of  our  Inter- 
national have  been  mentioned  in  the  report.  To  make  even  a 
brief  report  at  this  Congress  on  every  section  would  be  extremely 
difficult. 


The  Leninist  Style  of  Leadership 

In  general,  I should  like  to  emphasize  only  one  point.  An 
increasing  number  of  Communist  Parties  that  at  the  time  of 
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Til  iWi  • - * r>'  irHHrr* 

Jii/is  faithful  tn  (.111  principles  have  been  formed  who  arc  able 
s ,|„.  h-isis  °f  the  decisions  of  our  Congresses  and  Plenums 
deride  the  tom[>lex  political  and  tactical  questions  of 
heir  countries  independently, 

' i bis  changes  the  functions  0/  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Communist  International  and  enables  the  li.CX.l.  to  devote 
the  greater  part  of  its  activities  to  working  out  the  fundi- 
.iital,  political  and  laitital  j>ositions  of  the  international 
Hbour  movement.  In  doing  this  it,  naturally,  must  be  guided 
' t|u.  concrete  conditions  and  peculiarities  of  each  particular 
country,  must  make  it  a rule  to  avoid  interfering  in  the  internal 
organizational  questions  of  the  individual  Parties  and  must 
" sist  all  the  parties  to  strengthen  their  truly  Bolshevik  leader- 
ship >n  ,llL* matu  r of  aKitatfion  a,ld  propaganda  and  in  utilising 
the  experiences  of  the  World  Communist  movement  inter- 
nationally. . 

In  view  of  the  extraordinary  seriousness  and  acuteness  of 
the  present  situation,  we  also  consider  it  urgently  necessary  that 
the  leading  representatives  of  ali  the  more  or  less  large  Sections 
of  the  Communist  International  should  take  a more  active  and 
permanent  part  in  the  work  of  the  Executive  Committee,  its 
presidium  and  Secretariat. 

This  will  result  in  further  strengthening  our  international 
leadership  and  will  raise  it,  and  our  entire  work,  to  a higher 

^Thc  style  and  methods  of  our  work  change  in  accordance 
with  the  changes  in  the  political  situation  and  with  the  growth 
and  increasing  strength  of  our  Parties,  While  at  the  time  of 
the  Sixth  Congress  many  of  our  Parties  were  torn  by  internal 
dissension  and  factional  fights,  we  are  now  more  united  and 
more  solid  than  ever  before.  (Applause.) 

\Vc  must  give  considerably  greater  scope  to  our  work  and 
now  there  must  not  be  a single  question  either  of  the  home  and 
foreign  policy  of  the  countries  or  of  the  mutual  relations 
between  Parties  and  groups,  to  which  the  Communists  do  not 
devote  their  attention  and  do  not  adopt  a definite  attitude  in 
order  to  exert  their  influence  on  the  whole  course  of  historical 
development . 

An  exemplary  instance  of  this  new  style  of  work  is  provided 
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hy  ttir  l i rijcJi  Oumimnisl  Parly,  which,  thanks  to  ih«.  mm  , , 
flXMil  ami  tin*  |>eople‘s  front,  has  succeeded  ill  m-f-ani/iuj,  u*, 
I lit  parties  for  resisting  tin-  tnmutinii  of  a Might  goverum,.,,,0 
.tml  u hit  It  has  rallied  large  masses  til  the  ixtople  in  i|„. 
fascist  ileinonstrat ion  of  July  t.|. 

rhe  Strengthening  of  the  front  of  the  toilers  against  the  f,0„t 
of  the  frenzied  bourgeoisie,  the  strengthening  of  the  frt»nt  of 
t oninumisin  against  the  front  of  rapitatisni  now  depends  on  tj)(, 
activity  of  the  l oiiiiiiiniists  ami  on  their  ahility  to  Utilize  ©Very 
change  in  the  jwlicy  of  the  liourgeoisie  of  their  countries,  every 
contradiction  among  the  ruling  classes,  in  ordei  to  repuj^ 
reaction,  fascism  ami  the  warmongers. 

The  lira  of  the  Second  International  Is  Over 

The  era  of  the  Second  International  is  over.  The  situation  in 
the  capitalist  countries,  the  position  of  world  capitalism,  which 
is  unahle  to  find  a way  out  of  its  difficulties  or  to  alleviate  the 
want  and  hunger  of  the  masses,  shows  that  a new  rise,  a new 
blossoming  of  reformism  is  already  impossible.  I rue,  in  in- 
dividual countries  the  Social -Democratic  Parties  may  be  able 
to  strengthen  themselves  fora  brief  period,  hero  and  there  they 
may  still  come  to  power  and  take  part  in  bourgeois  govern- 
ments. But  this  would  no  longer  be  because  the  masses  still 
cherish  the  illusion  that  this  >vill  lead  to  socialism,  but  because 
the  masses  do  not  feel  strong  enough  to  overthrow  the  rule  of 
the  bourgeoisie  and  therefore  think  that  the  onslaughts  of 
reaction  may  be  restrained,  even  though  it  be  with  the  help  of 
Social-Democratic  governments. 

The  Second  International  is  in  the  throes  of  a profound  poli- 
tical crisis.  It  is  the  crisis  of  world  reformism,  provoked  by  the 
aggravation  of  the  entire  world  situation  and  caused  by  the 
regrouping  of  the  masses  which  has  begun,  by  their  swing  over 
to  the  tight  against  the  bourgeoisie,  by  their  swing  towards  the 
revolution. 

The  crisis  from  which  Social  Democracy  and  the  entire 
Second  International  is  suffering  confronts  the  Social-Democra- 
tic workers  and  all  honest  Social-Democratic  functionaries  with 
the  question  : What  next  ? 

We  have  repeatedly  proposed  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Second  International  the  establishment  of  a united  front  for 
the  purpose  of  combating  the  capitalist  offensive,  fascism  and 
war.  Striving  not  for  mere  declarations,  but  for  a genuine 
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a i u ■ lwo  mn'Miaiioiiais. 

.)  JO.H  T’  ’T'K'T  i !'  Committee  Of  the  Second 

!' tcrn;ili,,lial  111,1  1 ll,u  Ml*K(,rial ions  should  b<-  started  in 
Sard  to  «mcret<-  common  action.  Again  our  proposals  were 
ffected.  In  *935.  »l  "I.  ■ |*y  Day.  We  .Mice  more  proposed  to 
dll'  l'>t;«liv<‘  ' n * !"■  Sl,JotKl  International  to  estab- 

L]j  a united  h unt.  his  ime  it  declared  that  nugotiat  ions  could 
akc  pl*ce  between  the  partus,  and  not  between  the  lnter- 

jiationals. 

]Vhat  does  the  Second  International  want  ? Whither  is  it  seeking 
to  lead  the  masses  ? 

0m.  or  the  other ; it  is  either  already  unable  to  act  as  an 
international  organization,  or  it  is  Sabotaging  the  unity  of  the 
pfoletafiat.  jf  lhc:  leaders  of  the  Second  International  hope  to 
Arrive  this  difficult  period  for  reformism  too,  if  they  believe 
that  a favourblc  situation  for  reformism  will  once  more  return 
‘ declare  to  the  working-class  masses  that  every  manoeuvre 
made  by  the  Social-Democrats  in  the  hope  that  a favourable 
situation  for  reformism  will  return  is  vain  as  far  as  the  refor- 
mist leaders  are  concerned  and  catastrophic  for  the  working 

VVc  propose  to  all  Socialists,  we  propose  to  all  Socialist 
parties  the  only  correct  and  possible  way,  namely,  to  march 
with  us,  the  Communists,  in  a united  front  for  the  fight  against 
fascism,  war  and  capitalism— the  fight  for  socialism. 

\Vc  propose  that  all  the  revolutionary  forces  of  the  proletariat 
should  be  united  in  a single  revolutionary  party  based  on  the 
tested  theoretical  and  organizational  foundations  of  the  teach- 
ings of  Marx  and  Lenin. 

We,  the  Communists  of  the  entire  world,  are  confronted  by 
a task  of  the  greatest  importance,  namely,  to  see  to  it  by  the 
work  of  our  own  Party  that  no  chicanery  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
that  no  demagogy  of  any  kind  whatsoever  should  be  allowed 
to  dupe  the  masses  who  have  become  disillusioned  with 
reformism— the  task  of  leading  the  proletariat,  on  the  basis  of 
the  united  front,  into  the  fight  against  the  capitalist  offensive, 
fascism  and  war,  and  of  winning  the  proletariat  for  the  revolu- 
tion and  for  the  fight  for  Soviet  government. 
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{ on  trades.  I now  ro.ru-  to  tin-  last  part  of  my  report,  W|H 
deals  with  the  juospects  of  world  development  and  tl„-  worlJ 

ivvolut  ion, 


v.  the  pkosi'ECTS  of  world  i>i:vi:i.oi‘mi;n  i and  i hi:  \vuj(I1j 

REVOLUTION 

What  are  the  prospects  of  world  development,  what  are  the 
prospects  of  the  world  revolution  ? 1 he  tapualtM  system  jUls 

Lvn  Shaken  to  its  foundations  by  the  development  of  tlle 
tvm-ral  crisis  of  capitalism,  bv  the  wot  Id  cumoinu  uns,  by  ^ 

increasing  revolutionizing  of  the  tothns  and  tc  syniptotus  0f 


a |H>liticul  crisis  t hat  are  manifesting  themselves  in 


The  forces  of  the  bourgeoisie  have  grown  weaker  ; the  forces 
of  the  proletariat  have  grown  stronger.  I he  relation  of  forces  on 
a world  scale  has  changed  to  the  advantage  of  sot  lalism  and  to 
the  disadvantage  of  capitalism. 

7V)C  V.S.S.P. the  Pride  and  Glory  of  the  II  or  Id  Proletariat 

The  Soviet  Union  has  become  the  most  powerful  and  im- 
portant  fector  in  the  world  struggle  for  socialism.  While  at  the 
time  of  the  Sixth  World  Congress  of  the  Communist  Inter- 
national the  U.S.S.K.  was  still  a comparatively  weak  state,  pos- 
sessing no  large-scale  industry  worth  mentioning,  to-day  the 
Soviet  Union  has  economically  and  politically  become  a strong 
socialist  world  power,  based  on  a developed  heavy  industry 

and  the  best  modern  technique. 

To-day.  the  U.S.S.K.  by  its  whole  policy  is  exerting  a daily 

increasing  influence  on  the  fate  of  world  capitalism  and  oil  the 
SEEK  of  the  struggle  for  emancipation  of  the  world 
proletariat  and  the  peoples  of  the  colonial  and  dependent 
countries.  In  this  steadily-increasing  influence  of  the  victory  of 
socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  on  world  development  anil  on  the 
consciousness  of  the  toiling  masses  in  the  capitalist  countries  is 
expressed  the  world  wide  significance  of  the  victory  of  socialism 
in  a single  countrv,  a victory  which  cannot  remain  an  isolated 
one  but  which  will  lead  to  the  victory  of  socialism  throughout 
the  entire  world. 

We  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  change  that  has 
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rik*'ii  Placc  t,,l  i,,!K  ln:tss,'s-  :t  change  that  signifies 

,int  tbc  masses  have  lii  nni  Inwards  the  revolutionary  struggle 
..ffiiins*  l,»e  capitalist  olh-iisiv-c,  fascism  and  war.  has  lx-<-n  to  a 
gdrfv*  flegre.-  determined  by  the  successes  achieved  by  the 
Evict  lb' inn.  ] li.w  successes  have  demonstrated  th,  ,.tllin. 

ZarUl  that  the  w,.,  king  class  capable  by  its  own  -limes  of 

,.ujldi"f;  »I>  a ,l  *>(U 1,1,1  society  and  that  socialism  is 
Ljding  the  toilers  to  a happy,  free  and  prosperous  life. 

Tht*  sup^roiiiy  u*  . m#W|  sot:mlist  economic  system  over 
the  capitalist  economic  system,  the  Su|x-rioritv  of  the  new 
socialist  order  of  society  over  liourgcots  class  society  the 
striking  contrast  between  the  U.S.S.K.  and  the  fascist  countries, 
represent  a force  winch  if  the  Communists  carry  on  serious  and 
energetic  work,  is  capable  within  a few  years  of  destroying  the 

m‘\t  the  same  time,  the  victory  of  socialism  in  the  USSR 
proves  that  the  victory  of  socialism  throughout  the  entire  world 

is  inevitable. 

On  the  basis  of  the  colossal  advantages  of  socialist  economy 
which  is  backed  b\  the  best  modern  technique  and  by  codec - 
livizcd  agriculture  on  the  basis  of  the  consolidation  of  social 
property,  the  standard  of  living  and  culture  of  the  toilers  will 
continue  to  rise  with  extraordinary  rapidity,  the  economic  and 
political  power  of  the  Soviet  Union  will  continue  to  grow  and 
Soviet  democracy  for  all  the  toilers  will  be  further  perfected. 

The  land  of  the  Soviets  will  increasingly  stand  forth  to  the 
world  as  a land  of  advanced  culture  and  technique,  as  a land  of 
peace  and  well-being  for  the  entire  people,  as  a land  of  demo- 
cracy and  freedom,  as  a great  socialist  country,  in  which  every 
person  possesses  the  opportunity  of  fully  developing  his  in- 
dividual gifts  and  his  abilities. 

From  the  victory  of  socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
unlimited  prospects  for  the  further  development  of  the  Soviet 
Union  towards  socialism,  we  derive  the  certainty  that  our 
influence  over  the  masses  of  the  entire  world  will  increase  with 
enormous  rapidity,  that  the  victory  of  socialism  will  cause  the 
working  class  of  all  countries  to  turn  to  socialism  and  will  lead 
to  the  victory  of  socialism  all  over  the  world. 

All  that  is  required  is  peace,  which  will  ensure  new  victories 
for  socialism  in  the  U.S.S.K.  All  that  is  required  is  the  pos- 
sibility of  enlightening  and  organizing  the  toilers  in  the  capitalist 
countries,  all  that  is  required  is  the  energy,  strength  of  will  and 
devotion  of  the  Communists  to  the  cause  of  the  fight  for 
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wcialism.  to  ensure  our  vietoiy  <*'*  wurl,i  *e:'u‘  j"  his- 
(i'l  li'.ilfv  stir»!  I sjM.vof  lunr  


con 


* (nrv  ni  the  firM  soctUMSi  

Revolution  of  1017.  to  the  vi.  lory  of  socialism  thtOtiKl,.,,,, 
entire  world. 

The  Rmflutiwary  Crisis  is  Maturing 

Hut  ,|„.  capitalist  system  will  not  ipiit  the  staRn  of  world 

historv  without  a struggle.  ...  , 

‘Hi!? capitalist  system  is  e„(eel.le. . hut  capital, sin  has  sue 

1,11  V11 1 ^ k miitinirr  rr kk  \ » 


—despite  the  treat  influence  wiw«  r ' 

exercised  on  the  growth  of  production.  I he  contr.u  tton  of 
foreign  trade  as  a result  of  disturbed  economic  relations  still 

F The  tremendous  increase  in  unemployment  as  compared  to 
pre-crisis  days,  the  extraordinarily  depressed  standard  of  living 
of  the  toilers,  the  agrarian  crisis  in  the  peasant  countries,  the 
except ionallv  low  level  of  capitalist  investments  in  industry  m 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  countries,  the  enormously  in- 
creased parasitism  of  the  state,  the  seizure  b\  the  state  of  a 
considerable  part  of  the  national  income  in  the  form  of  taxation 
for  the  purpose  of  financing  war  preparations  and  maintaining 
swollen  government  staffs— all  this  has  severely  contracted  the 
home  markets  of  the  imperialist  countries. 

To  this  must  be  added  the  fact  that  the  tremendous  increase 
in  strength  of  the  monopolist  trusts  and  cartels,  which  endea- 
vour to  maintain  high  prices  in  the  home  market,  prevents  t lie 
extension  of  the  market  and  the  absorption  of  commodity  stocks 
and  results  in  the  accelerated  accumulation  of  new  commodity 
stocks.  Prohibitive  tariffs,  the  destruction  of  the  remnants  of 
free  trade,  commercial  war,  dumping,  the  contraction  of  the 
colonial  markets,  the  continued  crisis  in  the  colonies  and  the 
disturbance  of  the  international  credit  and  currency  systems  arc 
preventing  the  restoration  of  international  ties  and  the  growth 
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forcin'1  ,r‘U,*'  i s<  ts  ,,:irrow  limits  lr*  a possible 

increase  " |no<  ur,",,‘  Wmlm  extremely  difli- 

£|t  any  «««>“  improvement  in  production  Common  to  all 

c TIM*  W"T'ly  re,a‘"?s  between  classes  and  states 

,he  direct  dang,  r of  wat  and  the  symptoms  of  political  crisis 
jn  a muni";'  of  count nes  cr.  ai,-  an  un.-asy  siinalion  inimical  to 
L consolidation  of  the  economic  system  and  to  economic 

■ft  follows  from  what  has  been  said  ,hat  th<:  A ^ , 

capitalism;  agamM  the  background  of  wind,  the  economic  crisis 
is  'develop"*,  has  created  a situation  in  whirl,  the  conditions 
nimical  to  econo,,,,,:  d.-v,-l.;pm,.„t  will  jfersist , preventing  any 
serious  improvement  m capitalist  economy  and  furthering  the 
oroccss  of  its  decay. 

V Owing  to  these  causes,  there  prevails  in  most  countries  a 
distinct  tendency  for  the  depression  of  a special  kind  to  be 
further  prolong  dpcinrl  tin,  short-lived  improvement  oi  produc- 
tion.  uneven  in  different  countries  and  branches,  will  most 
orobably  be  accompanied  by  new  spells  of  economic  crisis 
v 'phis  economic  situation,  whirl,  is  marked  by  the  continua- 
tion of  the  depression  of  a special  kind  and  is  condemning  tens 
of  millions  of  unemployed  in  all  countries  to  starvation  and 
extinction,  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  workers,  peasants  intel- 
lectuals. urban  petty  bourgeois  and  colonial  slaves  to  a pauper 
existence,  has  still  further  widened  the  chasm  between  the  hand- 
ful of  monopolists  of  finance  capital  and  the  major  mass  of  the 
people,  who  have  been  plunged  into  the  abyss  of  poverty  and 
despair. 

Faith  in  capitalism,  in  the  ability  of  the  leaders  of  capitalist 
economy  and  the  state  to  find  a way  out  of  the  crisis  towards  a 
pew  prosperity,  has  been  undermined  among  vast  masses  of  the 
people.  The  prestige  of  imperialism  has  been  enfeebled  in  the 
colonics,  all  the  economic,  social  and  political  foundations  of 
bourgeois  society  have  been  shaken,  so  that  the  ruling  classes 
themselves  are  compelled  to  resort  to  anti-capitalist  dema- 
gogy. 

This  is  the  kind  of  situation  which  renders  the  contrast 
between  capitalism  and  socialism  most  striking  in  the  eyes  of 
the  masses,  tine  kind  of  situation  in  which  the  struggle  of  the 
oppressed  against  the  oppressors  will  become  rapidly  accen- 
tuated, the  indignation  of  the  masses  at  the  capitalist  regime 
will  continue  to  grow,  the  revolutionary  crisis  to  mature  and 
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the  ide,i  nf  storming  the  citadel  of  capitali'iu  tu  in  uiite  j, 
minds  of  ever  largt-i  musses  of  proletarians.  1 ,,l<- 

It  may,  however,  happen  tli.it  m certain  count  lies  .. 

erotintuv,  having  removed  the  conditions  initntc.il  to  .1,.  lst 

nieiii,  Mia \ still  cvperetence  .i  temporary  ,,| 

a Hex  Mte  the  condition  <»f  the  bout  yeoi-de  in  these  t otim  g )(.s  j1,1*1 

ill  view  of  the  accentuation  of  the  general  crisis  of  capj(;L|j . llt 
such  an  improvement  of  capitalist  economy  ..iintot 
st.iluhV.ition  and  to  the  ehb  of  the  tide  of  revolution,  On  ^ 11 
contrary,  it  will  intensify  the  struggle  between  the  variot"- 
gronfw  of  the  bourgeoisie,  who  wili  hasten  to  pit  Hit  by  the  jJ* 
proved  situation  ; it  will  intensify  the  struggle  m the  world 
arena,  because  the  markets  are  shut  off  by  f.trilt  bairiets  and 
Itecanse,  finally,  an  improvement  in  any  given  mmurv  will  )>. 
achieved  at  the  exjiense  of  other  countries,  which  will  thus  be 
forced  into  the  background, 

.Ail  this  will  aggravate  the  entire  political  situation,  the  War 
danger  will  increase,  while  the  uncertainty  of  the  masses  ns  to 
then  immediate  future  will  not  diminish.  This  means.  tj,a. 
whatever  the  course  of  economic  development  tinting  the  iie.\t 
few  years  may  be.  the  decay  of  capitalism  has  advanced  so  f,tr 
that  a serious  improvement  in  the  condition  of  capitalism  is 
already  impossible.  This  means  that  the  entire  development  of 
capitalism  is  leading  to  the  maturing  of  the  revolutionary 


crisis. 


I he  decline  of  the  capitalist  system,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
victory  of  socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  its  growing 
inti uence  among  the  toilers  in  the  capitalist  countries,  on  the 
other,  are  revolutionizing  the  toiling  masses  of  the  entire  world 
and  are  rendering  the  position  of  the  ruling  classes  increasingly 
uncertain  and  insecure. 

The  bourgeoisie  feels  its  weakness  and  isolation.  The  power 
of  the  bourgeoisie  is  growing  more  and  more  shaky,  its  reformist 
social  basis  is  tottering  and  vanishing.  The  bourgeoisie  is 
therefore  no  longer  able  to  retain  tin*  democratic  inask  which 
helped  it  to  establish  its  rule  ; it  is  compelled  to  lay  this  mask 
aside.  The  bourgeoisie— by  necessity  and  not  of  its  own  free 
wrlh-  is  being  compelled  more  and  more,  and  in  an  increasing 
number  of  countries,  to  strive  to  maintain  its  rule  by  exchang- 
ing parliamentary  methods  for  a terrorist,  fascist  method  of 
government,  by  robbing  the  toilers  of  the  last  remnants  of 
demot ratio  rights  and  the  right  to  protect  their  interests. 
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At  runs  It  ar 

AN  * 


inftt 

able 


.condition  III  ill.-  toiling  uiasstsnu.r  , ar  and  render- 
Me.  , . " '....re  „„(,v„ur. 

‘ extreme  chauvinism  of  the  fascist  s-m.tu 
„ar  being  made  by  tin-  big  f;iscist  c‘ ' '.7*. prtp4ratkn*for 
aecentm***'  chauvmism  and  the  rage  lurJ  are  Ending  to 
capitalist  world,  ' m‘iments  all  over  the 

‘Wherever  the  bourgeoisie  has  succeed, *,l  • 
fascist  dictatorship,  however,  the  eves  J l\  es,:iblis,1'ng  a 
masses  are  being  opened  more  and  more  hv  C work<ng*Clas5 
rights,  increased  exploitation  and  warmoL PPrcssiori-  <* 
that  fascism  acts  not  in  the  interests  of  l°  the  *** 

sivdy  «n  the  interest  of  the  financial  olie-Jh^n  bm  cxclu- 
,««ient  of  the  masses,  who  hav..  I,...  0.  ■ ...  l>  1 here  the  dk. 


, more  bv  "°.rKmS*class 

rights,  increased  exploitation  and  warmi  Jf,Pressi0lb  loss  of 
tJfat  fascism  acts  not  in  the  interests  of  th^'”8.  to  thc  fact 
sivdy  in  the  interest  of  the  financial  olicirrl.?*?.*  but  CXclu* 
content  of  the  masses,  who  have  lost  their  m.  ■ 1 ltre  the  d‘*- 

and  in  the  democratic  path  of  stnurele  1 ■!"  capitalism 

there,  under  the  shadow  of  the  fascist  dictatIUPv  y fowin6 : 
nation  of  the  masses  against  fascism  is  mowin'  Up*  the  indie* 
The  offensive  of  the  bourgeoisie  its  .**  8‘ 
a fascist  dictatorship,  have  already  led  to  !mptf  -to  cstablish 
Austria,  Spain  and  France.  Now'  when  tb  I>0  itl.cal  crisis  in 

knows  what  fascism  has  in  store  for  him  ih  w?rker  already 
tn  t hi*  mi  m 1 ne  resist  an  ce  of  1 1 


whole  policy  of  the  fa- cists  fe  tendfe/tf  ,n  intcnsity- 

anti-iasast  movement  in  countries  in  which  li?  str*n6t!ien  tbe 

mentarism  and  democratic  liberty  have  of  parlla* 

This  is  making  it  harder  for  the  boLSe  of  t W " preserved* 

resort  <0  fascist  dictators), ip.  Thereby “he ZetT™,10 

system  is  being  more  and  more  disorganized  n impenaliat 
— Fight  Fascism  ! ® ^ur  slogan  is 

Socialism  Means  Peace 

We  are  convinced  that  war  can  be  avert, >d  k„  • ■ . 

for  peace  waged  by  the  proletariat  of  the^caoit’aFsT  StrUf^* 
and  the  Soviet  Union.  capitalist  countries 
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If  ii  becomes  possible,  by  means  of  the  struggle  of  the  Soviet 
tin  ton  ami  llie  toifeis  of  all  ton  nt  lies,  to  pi  event  imperi.,ljstf| 
starting  a new  world  massacre,  and  to  preserve  peace,  this  will 
not  only  be  evidence  of  a tremendous  increase  in  tin-  atreiij-i}, 
of  the  proletariat,  but  will  also  result  in  the  fact  that  the  buffi], 
jqg  of  socialism  ill  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  increasing  contrast 
between  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  capitalist  world  will  < ns„|V 
an  enormous  advance  in  the  revolutionizing  of  the  tailffif. 


masses. 


If,  thanks  to  the  struggle  for  peace  of  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  toilers  of  all  capitalist  countries,  war  ran  be  delayed  even 
fora  certain  time,  this  also  will  better  enable  the  proletariat  to 
strengthen  its  position  in  the  capitalist  countries,  to  slrenghten 
the  ]x>werof  the  Soviet  Unionanri  to  create  mote  fu\  on  table  con- 
ditions for  transforming  the  war  between  the  imperialists,  or  a, 
war  of  the  impel  ialists  against  the  Soviet  Union,  into  a successful 
and  victorious  revolution. 

However,  should  the  proletariat  not  succeed  m preventing 
war,  the  new  world  war  launched  by  t he  imperialists  will  be  a 
war  of  the  imperialist  bandits  for  plundering  the  peoples  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  for  enslaving  the  small  and  weak  peoples  who  arc 
to-day  independent  and  for  the  redivision  of  the  colonies  and 
spheres  of  influence  of  the  imperialist  Great  Powers. 

The  war  will  entail  unshakable  misery  for  all  the  toilers. 
Will  the  (oilers  tolerate  it  ? 

If  the  war  waged  by  Japan  against  the  Chinese  people  has 
already-started  a ferment  among  the  masses  of  the  people  of  both 
countries  and  has  awakened  an  urge  on  the  part  of  the  best  of 
the  Chinese  people  t0  unite  for  a conimon  %Jlt*  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  the  Chinese  Ked  Army,  if  Germany's  war  pre- 
parations have  started  an  anti-war  movement  all  over  the  world, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  launching  of  a war  by  the 
imperialists  against  the  Soviet  Union,  or  against  each  other, 
will  lead  to  an  open  collision  between  all  the  contradictions 
of  the  imperialist  system  and  will  cause  the  proletariat  of  all 
countries,  the  toilers  of  the  whole  world  and  whole  peoples  to 
intensify  the  class  struggle  to  the  utmost. 

The  launching  of  war  by  the  imperialists  will  mark  the 
beginning  of  a revolutionary  crisis  throughout  the  entire 
capitalist  world. 

The  task  of  the  proletariat  of  t he  world  will  be  to  fight  for 
the  victory  of'  revolution  and  for~the  transformation  of  the 
imperialist  war  into  a civil  war  against  thTbdurgeoisie. 
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Lr  to  revolution. 

P i * " * m 
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°uu-  and  accelerating  the  maturing  tJf  lon  '"creasingly 

^The  tollowg  words  of  Lenin  des^l*  cr“,s-  . 

*•  Tbe  bourgeoisie  is  behaving  j;t,„  , 1 ’ s,tuution  : 

j,as  hVatI • il  is  cornmittnu-  o,Vf^lent/°bber  who 

Aggravating,  the  situation  and  liasitllill„^ 

nmst  now  be  proven  by  the  t.  \doom It 


aggravavi»fc  ---:  ana  hastening  ii«  .i*""*  “uyincr. 

must  now  be  proven  by  the  nracii?  , m It 

parties  that  they  possess  sufficient  rUr1)  rev<dutionary 
intact  with  the  exploited  masses  dct«lS  y*-  or«aniz;iUon, 
t0  utilize  this  crisis  for  a successful  anJ  . allon  ;ind  ability 

nd  triumphant  revolu- 

^ . 1 f I I * j.  i y * 


must  be  ovennrown  ao  revolutionary  cris b c ‘ V y ■ 1 U 
to  die  proletariat  if  the  proletariat  cannot  T?  br,nS  v,ctonr 
victory*  rKanue  anti  win 

Under  the  Banner  of  Lenin  and  Stalin  l-n 

Upitalhm  "■  ' °rM’d  ‘°  Storm 

Our  task  is  to  organize  the  toiling  [MW1.  , 

against  capitalism  into  a solid  revoluiiomr^  * 10  are  rtsin8 
&i».  aid  lead  them  to  dwtS™'  of  'he  pro- 
Our  World  Congress  must  strengthen  the  Jw  • . 

all  proletarians  to  heal  the  split  i J the  Samatl0n  of 

class,  to  establish  a broad  united  front  which  wii  u workl"s 
of  mobilizing  the  widest  sections  of  the  n.-Li  - )evapable 

.he  capitalist  offensive,  fascism  a, ^ ^ ^ 

Our  Work  Congress  must  show  the  proletariat  ih. 

3 single  revolutionary  party  based  on  the  unshlklw  ( y .to 
tion  of  Marxism-Leninism.  haktable  founda- 

We  must  all  of  us  leave  this  Congress  cleiriv  , 

and  °f  a"  ^pendton  S‘and 

We  must  leave  this  Congress  clearly  realizing  that  „ i 

S»  t 

css? 

75 


In  a number  of  class  struggles  (he  proletariat  j>rovv<l  to 
still  too  weak,  l>ecausc  its  ranks  were  split  and  because  tli^ 
Communist  Parties  were  still  too  feeble*  c* 

The  demand  of  the  hour  is  to  consolidate  the  Oominun" 
Parties,  the  leaders  in  the  light  for  Soviet  government.  tjJ|4 
world  situation  is  extremely  acute.  Any  day  we  may  ht.  faced 
by  great  revolutionary  events,  by  the  necessity  of  jessuniini# 
leadership  of  a movement  of  mil  I ions  of  people  fnr  their  ennm- 
cipation*  Wt\  the  Communists,  are  showing  the  masses  the 
only  road  out  of  the  crisis,  the  road  which  Iuls  been  taken  by 
the  workers  and  peasants  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  road  of 
Soviet  government. 

Our  task  is  not  only  to  point  out  this  road  to  the  masses, 
but  to  take  this  road  together  with  the  masses  and  at  the  head 
of  the  masses. 


We  are  launching  into  the  fight  for  freedom,  for  peace,  for 
bread,  for  Soviet  government  and  for  socialism. 

Our  chief  slogan  is-  Fight  for  Soviet  government  ! 

Our  banner  is  the  banner  of  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and  Stalin, 


Our  leader  is  Stalin. 

Under  this  banner,  we  must  penetrate  to  the  masses,  we 
must  establish  closer  ties  with  the  masses,  we  must  broaden 
the  united  front  of  the  proletariat. 

Communists , weld  the  revolutionary  class  into  a vast,  single, 

organized  }>olitical  army.  (Loud  ami  prolonged  cheers ,) 

. 


WILHELM  PIECK 

REPLY  TO  THE  DISCUSSION  ON  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 

COMM  UN  1ST  INTERNATIONAL 


Comrades,  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Communist  International,  which  lasted  six 
days  and  in  which  sixty  speakers  representing  forty-six  coun- 
tries took  part,  showed  what  a tremendous  distance  has  been 
traversed  in  the  development  of  the  Communist  International, 
the  vanguard  of  the  world  proletariat,  since  the  Sixth  World 
Congress.  In  all  countries,  the  Communist  Parties  have  grown 
stronger  and  have  placed  themselves  at  the  head  of  big  mass 
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The 


^vToi  the S J Z S -ith  the  fun 

KSything  drsmlnil  by  th,-  comrades  who  wn"’**  P:irties* 
SSrioB  regarding  tl..-  .-xp,,  jt.Ma.s  . .*  **  part  in  the 

corroborates  the  correct  nets  of  the  ImL 

S£Zd  the  prospects  of  international 
The  creation  of  a proletarian  united  front  and  of ' >uthncd ■ 

front  of  a"  *1*  *'*>,<  rs  (')r  ">«  ««I't  again,,  the  capi,a“iM£S 
!:.,e  fascism  and  war  has  been  made  the  chief »!!  ! ?,ffen’ 

Sections.  and  a number  of  Scions  l,avc  already 
lister  certain  successes  in  the  fulfilment  of  thUmr,  , - ' 10 

S B«t  « >“  »y  «l»t  the  S|*ateTS  £'“ 

did  not  sufficiently  define  their  attitude  to  the  intSSES 
experience  described  in  the  report,  but  for  the  most  ° 1 

fined  themselves  to  dealing  with- the  events  in  their  mvm 
countries  and  the  experience  there  gained 
In  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  th..  r„ 
International,  the  work  and  the  mistakes  of  our  variorHS 
M-erc  earnestly  criticized.  It  ls  true  that  most  of  t!,r  Z 
who  took  part  in  the  discussion  admitted  the  justness  nf  iv* 
criticism  but  not  all  of  thorn  by  far  dealt  with  the  conchas 
that  must  bo  drawn  . their  work  is  to  be  improved.  \Ve°™ 
that  the  comrades  will  repair  this  defect  in  the  divnJn« 

the  second  point  of  the  agenda,  which  will  deal  with  the  problems 
of  the  united  front.  L l>r0D,ems 

It  must  also  be  noted  that  the  speeches  of  certain  of  .h* 

speakers  revealed  a spirit  of  self-satisfaction  with  the  success 

achieved  and  it  was  not  sufficiently  explained  why  in  spite  of  the 

favourable  cond,  tons  our  influence  among  the  massti  was  not 
more  firmly  established,  uut 

Comrade  Cadun  spoke  of  the  great  work  performed  by  the 
french  Communist  Party  in  the  fight  for  a united  front  of  the 
proletariat  and  for  a people’s  front  of  all  the  toilers  against 

S®".-  J*1®  tactlcs  of  ?e  French  comrades  have  been  justi- 
fied and  the  Party  lias  achieved  big  political  successes  but  these 
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France  extremely  fjn*.n  *uul  wr  OT  therclore  cutiUp,|  !'J 
if.  m i mi  ftirthei  success  of  the  French  conn  ^li  s m nt|i  u (* 

iviu  mu  the  bask  ill  tin-  Hfltf  which  t h,-  j#lf 

ha>  taken  ,ijhI  which  an  rvamph  hn  <!'*  \\ In .!•*  t Min„1|lnj^ 

Inhi  nadniitil 

lii  1*' ran  CO  wr  RFC  01)  the  rvi*  nf  treinrnu**ijs  ir 

wJiu  li  ill.  fair  ■ >(  rill-  Third  Ki-|HiWw  vv,ij  ,u ' ,ll  ‘ *■*>-.[  h,,,. 

r,ini|s  .in-  iiinbilixiiiK  f»r  these  struggles,  and  tlie  victoiy  0r 
deff.it  of  ttir  jHM.f.I. ■ > flout  will  Imm.I  trfiii.  iiuoiis  mijK.rt  for  t|l(> 
whole  international  working-class  movement  ami  for  tin-  **ur jri. 

world  situation. 

The  Work  of  our  French  Pariy.  winch  lias  sinvm|(-,|  m .„„lls 
iug  amt  organizing  the  will  to  resist  the  fascist  barbarism  among 
the  broadest  str.it..  of  the  French  jx*opli\  must  seu-e  ;t.s  ;in 
example  for  all  our  Parties. 

I lie  representative  of  the  t oinrntimst  I ait\  <U  Spain,  ( oin- 
rail**  f turcia.  gave  us  a vivid  picture  ol  the  grr.it  Di  toher  tight, 
lire  and  of  the  eftorts  made  by  the  I arty  to  . -a.thlisii  a unit'-d 
front  of  the  proletariat. 

The  fight  in  Spain  is  not  over.  The  Parly  must  now  develop 
still  greater  initiative  in  organizing  the  masses  and  must  make 
still  greater  efiorts  to  establish  a united  front  with  tire  Socialist 
and  anarchist  workers  iri  order  to  prepare  itself  for  the  impend- 
itig  political  struggles.  \ et , the  ( ommunist  P.nty  of  Spain  is 
still  suffering  front  grave  weaknesses.  After  the  armed  lighting 
in  October  1034.  our  comrades  in  Spain,  unlike  the  Communist 
Party  of  Austria,  were  not  able  to  enlighten  the  masses  as  to 
the  mistakes  of  the  Social-Democratic  leaders  of  the  fight, 
to  induce  large  numbers  of  Social- Democrats  to  turn  towards 
Communism. 

We  are  absolutely  certain  that  the  Spanish  comrades,  who 
are  on  the  right  road,  will  be  able  not  only  to  correct  the  errors 
in  their  work,  but  also  to  achieve  further  and  bigger  successes. 

Comrade  Fttnni,  in  the  name  of  the  Italian  delegation, 
expressed  his  complete  agreement  with  my  statement  that  a 
change  of  spirit  had  set  in  among  the  Italian  workers.  But  this 
is  not  enough.  The  work  of  the  Italian  Communist  Party  in 
the  fascist  organizations  is  still  weak.  But  unless  it  works 
seriously  in  these  organizations  it  will  not  establish  contact  with 
the  masses.  The  survivals  of  sectarian  ideas  must  be  eliminated 
if  the  work  in  the  fascist  organizations  is  to  be  better  developed. 
This  is  ail  the  more  necessary  because  the  situation  arising  in 
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-rttoii  wiih  'mjH:n«liiig  war  with  Abvssmiu  a 

j£tV  'T*  Sl  ’M  'h'  r"1'  ' lh” 

e..,nia.l.*s  fiom  Ihf  ‘ lilm-M-  Piirtv  who  1 

,1,,.  Cimgress  a P,f  of  tW  |1(.iiw  ,,  ‘*Te 

»C’ ..,,,1  slmweil  us  huw  the  I liirw-se  Pany  ,'r.  , K-  u m 

mi*  the  very 

ftPLg  of  the  fight  against  their  own  and  for-jm,  ,11>lir(  'um- 

fer  spw,h“ ^vet“s“”  1'1'  ' |‘»  gn  .,i  road  SeCcKSSX 

£ v of  China  hastru  versc<  1 m tl»-  mir.,va|  l*-twwn  ,|  "S 
KjLgs  and  the  Seventh,  a road  that  tills  ti„.  iK..irlsVi  * h 
?Snunists  «f  all  the  world  with  p.M-  ;tI„l  j„v  ‘ 

?%£&■)  ^ “"™*“  s',1"w"d,  “ '«*»  the  Pw^’h  JuSZ 
!"d  how  tl«-  •“*'•“•«  «“•'  "» «tahlShed.  n„y  £ 


£|  how  the  new  stale  was  -s.abhshed.  They  showed  us 

SJ  former  workers  peasants,  artisans  and  students  have 
5^,-lufH-d  into  m.  dary  co.nman.lers  and  Statesmen  and  how 
dnth*r  the  leadership  of  the  Party,  a people  of  .ivmkkhxI.' 
downtrodden  und  martyred  liy  the  imperialists,  is  waging  a fight 
for  it*  emancipation.  ^ 

The  Communist  I arty  <.f  ( hina  se  ts  an  example  for  all 
rommunUts  of  the  c*-lon..*s  and  dependent  countries  But 
Lrt  from  the  Communist  Party  of  China  the  Communist 
parties  of  a number  jf  colonial  countries  have  in  the  interval 
^tween  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  < Ongress  also  str>o<l  at  the  head 
of  large  mass  movements  which,  however,  were  defeated  by  the 
imperialists.  The  Parlies  of  these  countries  must  now  rallv 
their  forces  for  a new  struggle.  I he  ( ommunist  Party  of  Indo- 

. , iv/irlrinir  fnr  i\  III  t A V...  I 1 I * . 


their  iorce>  **  i uu  * umnmmst  Party  ol  Indo 

China  is  stubbornly  working  for  the  restoration  of  its' organiza- 
tions. In  order  that  its  work  may  l>e  successful,  the  Party 
under  the  present  conditions  of  terrorism  and  reaction  must 
utilize  all  legal  opportunities,  however  slight,  which  exist  even 
in  countries  where  a colonial  regime  prevails— such  as.  lor 
example  schools,  circles,  courses,  and  so  on— in  order  to  carry 
on  the  organization  and  enlightenment  of  the  masses.  * 
A number  of  other  Parties  in  colonial  countries,  Parties  that 
are  as  vet  insignificant  vanguard  groups,  must  now  concentrate 
»k*ir  attent ion  on  awakeniutt  the  revohit  ionarv  PAn  cpu*inp  n xu«a 


35  yet  lnsignincam  \aii{^uartl  fjrouj)sf  must  novv  conctrntrutt 
their  attention  on  awakening  the  revolutionary  consciousness 
of  the  working-class  masses  and  creating  cadres  of  colonial 
revolutionaries  by  organizing  the  struggle  for  day-to-day 
demands,  however  small.  The  sectarianism  which  is  still 
prevalent  in  the  Sections  of  these  countries  must  be  eradicated 
root  and  branch. 
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Alt  iln-  comi.ules  win*  took  part  in  tin*  (lisiuissjoii  ;u  kji,n>- 
J('<lgc*l  (!»'  iR'ffS-sj IJ  of  walking  ill  oil  llif  mass  « nia:^ t j, , ' 
«>l  tin-  \\V  haw  .ilit  .uly  heard  such  11  l»ni*u  ln|K,,tl|(,  ’ ls 

cl  tin*  necessity  lot  uni  (,  ,it  meetings  ot  tin*  I’lrnutu  h 
B.C.C.I,  ; nevertheless,  ! Ills  wor  k Iras  |mu;ie>sed  very  rtiowly 
can  only  he  explained  by  (lie  tael  that  (lie  < onuniiuisis 
prefei  lo  work  only  in  revolutionary  orgauiz.ii  ions  ami  eonsj(|k.r 
(lie  small,  dav-to-day  work  in  tire  organizations  eie.tied  by  t||(i 
reformist,  bourgeois  democratic  and  lasrist  par  lies  ;(H  ()j 
secondary  importance.  not  very  significant.  or  even  not  belittitm 
a Communist  We  must  very  definitely  put  an  end  to  such 
views  and  ideas. 

I'be  report  of  the  K.l  .(“.I.  drew  attention  to  tile  existence  of 
a number  of  serious  shortcomings  not  only  in  the  work  of  tjl(! 
individual  Sections  but  also  in  the  work  of  the  Ivxecutivc 
Committee  of  the  Communist  International.  I he  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Comintern  considers  art  improvement  in  its 
work  most  essential  and  important.  A number  of  Sections  liuvc 
submitted  proposals  designed  to  improve  the  work  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  flu-  Communist  International,  some  of 
which  1 have  already  mentioned  in  my  report,  I he  draft 
resolution  drawn  up  ujxin  the  basis  of  the  proposals  of  the 
delegations  will  submit  these  proposals  for  your  approval. 

There  have  been  a number  of  defects  in  the  work  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  It  is  not.  of  course,  of  serious  importance 
if  in  certain  cases  the  Executive  Committee  did  not  punctually 
answer  some  letter  or  other  not  dealing  with  any  fundamental 
political  question  of  our  movement.  It  is  very  possible  that 
such  cases  have  occurred  and  tiiat  the  complaints  of  Comrade 
Mueller  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Luxemberg  in  this  connec- 
tion are  fully  justified.  Hut  far  more  important  are  those  eases 
when  the  Executive  Committee  delayed  in  coining  to  the 
support  of  a Section  on  important  j>oltticaI  questions.  Comrade 
Campbell  particularly,  the  representative  of  the  Communist 
I*at  tv  of  Great  Britain,  dealt  in  the  discussion  with  these 
general  political  defects  in  the  work  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
Me  want  explicitly  to  state  that  we  entirely  welcome  Comrade 
t ampbeH’s  criticism.  But  the  criticism  does  not  quite  hit  the 
mark.  If  I dwell  on  this  criticism  in  some  detail,  it  is  only  with 
the  purpose  of  giving  more  prominence  to  the  questions  which 
(omrade  Campbell  has  raised. 

I he  Executive  Committee  bears  the  responsibility  for  all  our 
shortcomings  equally  with  the  Sections.  But  in  its  efforts  to 

So 


„1IlCtlien  and  improve  (lie  work  the  Excnniu  r 

SfSnly  *»«  dm  Sections  

«iiniu*d  l In-  serious  deferi  t hat  it,,,  i.  v . ‘ ' Xpr.-ssly 

I,,C.  „ot  siUh'  i.-r.tly  supjjortcd  m i Work  j"  W.J Ul^:  ( "imnili,.,. 
a,,<l  slmrUomings  in  our  work  il  \r ' ^,,to"s-  Tl,e 

‘Sliest  representative*  Of  tin-  Sections  ,,n,Tliiti*i|  <n»ly  j| 

f^the  worh  of  t hr  Exeat t iv»- Commit  i«>u  -n,,!  uVI'"'*  y 

* .l.-.lt  in  parti,  U|ar  detail  S^'TniUc'- 

j.  -Mid  the  sectarian  attitude-  thai  w,.  r , . 1 te  (otro» 

***- 

Cotnnlil  h"  '"'tintiv.-  in  pr.,,.-r  ,ilm.  j , 

wdcncy «> r<-nou»c<-  wk  ml !„■  rrf,.,  mis,  u,  ' ’ ,ln« 

Tin.  sectarian  mistakes  manifested  in  i.-  ..i ■ n:>' 


Solution.  But  t omrade  Campbell  in  his  rritirU.«  V rg 
sufficient  tend  to  Ihn  (net  that  the  Tnwh.  Eleventh  and  S? 
plenums of  t!..- 1-  v.  . m iv,-C -.uh  |,, G,mimm, 

jls  objections  to  the  sectarian  tendencies  o„  ,|1(.  tradftS 
question  also  cm annus  m the  Strassburg  resolution  “ am 
therefore  obliged  to  quote  a little.  1 dm 

In  the  resolution  of  the  Tenth  Plenum  of  tin-  Frn  • • 
expressly  stated  that  Communists  " must  in  no  cat*  ea 
the  workers  to  mat  tire  reformist  trade  unions."  As  rctS 
work  in  the  reformist  trade  unions,  i,  is  s,atcd  that  •„“[?? 
contrary  this  work  must  1*  intensifted."  Furthermore  ! 
Tenth  Plenum  of  the  . ( ,1.  expressed  itself  quite  deftnitelv 

opposed  to  the  dangerous  tendency  to  dispensi  with  workm 
the  reformist  trade  unions,  and  to  any  " revision  ol  the  dee, 
sions ' regard, ng  work  m the  reformist  trade  unions.  |„  ££ 
decision  of  the  lenth  Plenum  of  the  EC  Cl  th,.  f,m  ■ 
eenteny  from  Lenin's  " /,/Mi',„g  " 

"In  order  to  be  able  to  help  the  masses  ' and  to  win  the  syml 

patliy,  conlidence  and  the  support  of  1 the  masses,'  it  is 

necessary  to  brave  all  difficulties  and  to  be  unafraid  of  the 

pinpricks,  obstacles,  insults  and  persecution  of  the  ‘ leaders  ’ 

. . . and  it  is  imperatively  necessary  to  work  wherever  the  masses 
arc  to  be  found.  * 

* C<yn,mtttism  A”  Disorder,  pp.  49-SQ 


In  jt»  resolution,  tlu-  Kk-wnih  I’lc-num  of  il»<;  li.t  < Edvcla,,.,. 
thill  it  Iiuiot  weakness  in  the  work  of  most  of  the  Section,,  ij,,* 
11  in  dii*  opportunist  or  sectarian  iimkTe&tiiuatjoii  ;truj 
iltr  nr^livi  iii  t t'Xivpl  iiaially  important  work  in 
reformist  trade  unions. 

Thv  Twelfth  Plenum  of  the  IC.C.CJ-  also  took  a sharp  stand 
against  anti*  trade  union  tendencies.  I qtion-  merely  the  follow. 

ini:  passage  from  tin*  resolution  : 

" Out’  of  the  chief  causes  o!  tin*  insulin' lent  nminlixation  of 
the  m ;i Airs  by  the  Communist  Parties  and  the  Kovolini,,,,.,^ 
I'.fl.  organizations  in  the  struggle  against  tin*  capita]  jS| 
otleiisive  is  flit'  impermissibly  weak  ivvuhihnn.uy  work  car. 
rictl  on  inside  the  reformist  trade  unions.  ...  I lit-  influence 
of  tho  reformist  T.U.  bn reaucracy  . . ■ taniiui  In*  broken 
down  by  shouts  about  wrecking  the  Math’  unions,  ft  it  which 
Communists  are  not  striving,  not  by  deserting  the  trade 
unions,  but  by  persistent  work  inside  the  reformist  trade 
unions,  by  fighting  hard  . . . f°r  ctvry  tinted  fast  in  the 
trade  unions." 

I therefore  think  there  is  no  ground  for  reproaching  the 
Executive  Committee  with  not  having  taken  the  initiative  in 
Combating  sectarian  tendencies  in  trade  union  woik. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  possible  that  the  Executive  Committee  in 
certain  cases  actually  did  not  take  up  the  cudgels  promptly  and 
with  the  necessary  vigour  against  sectarian  tendencies  mani- 
fested in  the  Party,  and  particularly  in  trade  union  work. 
Also,  in  correcting  the  resolutions  of  the  Strassburg  t on- 
ferencc  the  Executive  Committee  was  guilty  of  a certain  delay 
m not  immediately  changing  the  formulations  which  were 
erroneous,  which  occasioned  great  distortions  in  the  work  of 
the  Sections  and  no  longer  corresponded  with  the  changed 
situation. 

Comrade  Campbell  complained  that  the  Strassburg  resolu- 
tion, as  he  states,  was  " forced  " on  the  Communist  Party  of 
Great  Britain  as  perecftly  correct  in  all  its  details  and  formula* 
(ions.  Put  the  Executive  Committee  has  always  given  heed  to 
the  peculiar  conditions  prevailing  in  Great  Britain  and  has 
drawn  the  special  attention  of  otir  British  comrades  to  the  fact 
that  in  their  work  the  deeply-ingrained  trade  union  traditions 
in  Great  Britain  must  be  taken  into  account  and  that  particular 
emphasis  must  be  laid  on  work  in  the  trade  unions  and  on  main* 
taining  the  closest  contact  with  the  workers  organized  in  the 
trade  unions.  If  Right  errors  were  committed  in  the  work  of 
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n«i»nMnisl  1 i,,  ly  ,'1  Vr“al  :'"'l  dii’  C«>niim..rn  i 1 

t* &*«•  these  errors,  this  must  „m  b,  im.-i Vu-u,  s , I;1'1 

as  K'  ,hi;  y°,,(h  *"?''*«•  Comrade  linruder  „f  „ 

>*L,,  delegation  < ntnplainecl  that  tl„.  vonil,  ' ' ,lm 

ton  brh-lly  ,4  Ul(  \d-enuJnJ^h^ 

right-  We  should  lum-  dealt  mud,  more  f„i  - ' 

with  the  bfe  defects  betrayed  in  the  work  of  LrVcti  ns 
matf-  V*  '"«■»  of  the  toiling  ySSS 

-n  sutvporung  our  \ oung  ( omtmmist  L«  agu,-s  h y U 

»nirj„»ing  »vt‘r  ,h‘‘  nn,SStS,Vf  toil»>K  you’li,  i-  a most 

■«.oorta,,,  l‘lsk;  <'hP.<  m.  I,K‘  ‘‘gainst  fascism  and  im- 
jSlist  war.  Our  Sections  in  the ountrics  in  winch  legal  L 
neH*.  idInnQ  fit  work  nrcvail  intmf  -i,..*  ^ ,Lrui 


^iSSikm.ol  work  prevail  mwTu^VTeTh.,1^^ 


to  iiuopi  practical 

'““'"S  account  tho  desire  „|  v, 

" like  an  active  part  in  sports,  culture  and  politics  are  cal 

Allied  *0  ‘ir;,'v  t,ll‘  ■vulltfl1  ,nt°  V1W  unitcd  irtm'  and  to  prevent 
c*  1 falling  victims  to  fascist  demagogy.  1 ni 

%ur  American  and  French  Sections  haw  achieved  great 

results  in  their  work  among  the  youth.  1 he  delegations  to  the 

Vouth  Congresses  m the  United  States  represented  more  than 

*,  million  young  men  and  women.  The  success  of  the  work 

the  Young  Communist  League  of  the  U S.A.  js  so  great  that 

it  may  serve  as  an  ex:iniple  ,0  other  young  Communist  oreaniza- 
ons.  'Ve  must-  h^v(-:vei;  I'01”1  ou1  -«®d  here  wc  are  in  com- 
pete agreement  with  the  American  dclegat  ion— that  the  Ameri- 
can Party  must  make  every  effort  to  have  the  success  consoli- 
dated so  that  we  should  not  have  here  what  we  had  in  tlu- 
c^c  of  the  once  powerful  unemployed  movement,  over  which 
the  party  had  griut  influence,  but  which  declined  because  the 
pirty  was  unable  to  consolidate  this  movement  organic 

tionally-  . , _ . _ 

In  the  rejKjrt  ol  the  Executive  omnmtee  we  mentioned  the 
successes  achieved  by  our  Section  in  U.S.A.  But  we  would 
nevertheless  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact,  as  indeed,  the 
American  comrades  did  themselves,  that  these  successes  are 
still  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the  tremendous  tasks  which 
confront  the  Parly  in  the  matter  of  preventing  the  further 
growth  of  the  fascist  movement  in  the  United  States.  We  are 
entirely  in  agreement  with  our  American  comrades  when  they 
declare  that  they  must  examine  their  work  even  more  critically 
and  must  find  methods  which  will  enable  them  to  perform 
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Min  *‘">l  morv  < maw  work  among  tlu-  w(1,kns 

f.»i Umh  hitherto  and  thus  bar  the  way  to  Ium-imh  m ,,  1 
United  States,  The  Unitacl  Statw  oi  America  is  „ ; 

St  tmiK.i  tant  Of  capitalist  countries.  all  the i|K.„.f 

iri.  ,,(sks  our  I ’art  v lias  to  perform  m that  country. 

Comrade  Fmnt  of  tin-  Italian  delegation  cast  very  Snj) 
ivimuches  at  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  \quttg  Cofo. 
mu n is t International.  He  accused  the  t iiminit!* 

i*t  tl iv  Yount:  loinimnust  rittcniauoflai  oi  & sectarian  attity^ 


a p i iiic  i uwi^  v ’ . ■ , f i i * , 

and  oi  having  therefore  proved  meapahU-  ol  lrading  t)u>  Y„„u 
Comniunist  l eagues  pivperly.  This  aSM'i'lion  is  ^iKloubtcdly 
exaggerated.  But  the  lact  remains  that  the  'i  uuitg  t uiiimui,^ 
(inerjialion.tl  for  a long  time  did  sailer  from  marked  sectarian 
tendencies  which  prevented  the  creation  of  a youth  mo\vnu.,u 
of  a real  mass  character.  The  situation  m the  Young  ( iummmjs, 
International  lias  distinctly  improved  dm  mg  the  last  !,«■  years. 
Nevertheless,  the  vouth  movement  si  ill  does  not  hear  a mass 
character  and  st ill  displays  strong  elements  of  seetananis,,,. 

Comrade  Andre,  who  spoke  on  behalf  ol  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Young  Communist  International  lias  shown 
how  the  Y C.I.  has  endeavoured  to  induce  the  V oung  Com- 
munist Leagues  to  carry  on  real  mass  work  among  the  toilillg 
vouth  His  criticism  of  the  sectarian  mistakes  was  absolutely 
correct,  but  it  suffered  from  the  defect  that  it  did  not  go  beyond 
general  statements  and  did  not  criticize  the  work  of  the  \ oung 
Comniunist  International  concretely.  Neither  was  a funda- 
mental analysis  of  the  causes  of  the  sectarian  mistakes  under- 

taken  or  concrete  proposflJs  ukuIc  for  overcoming  tlust  short- 

* 

1 |1  ,TS. 

Of  course,  the  Y.C.  I.  bears  a high  degree  of  responsibility  for 
the  weakness  of  the  work  among  the  vouth.  Hut  we,  t lit: 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Communist  International,  we,  the 
Communist  Parties,  bear  with  the  Y.C.l.  full  responsibility  for 
winning  the  toiling  youth  for  the  revolutionary  struggle.  The 
Sections  of  the  Communist  International  must  regard  the  youth 
movement  as  one  of  the  most  important  sectois  of  their  work 
and  must  fight  to  win  the  masses  of  the  toiling  youth  for  the 
united  front  and  to  train  them  for  the  revolutionary  struggle. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  devote  its  main 
work  to  defining  the  fundamental  political  and  tactical 
positions  of  the  international  working-class  movement,  and 
must  more  than  was  formerly  the  case  refrain  from  intervening 
in  the  internal  organizational  affairs  of  the  Sections.  L'nlike 
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. Intel  national,  w an-  a world  Party  will,  an  ;rotl 

tlu*  pv 

tl'  . ! Km  viitb'*'  * onuniitrv  will,  of  lour.sr.contiiiiiv  to  iiitci  vcm* 

Tl,l‘  " )(.j.  our  Sections  betray  serious  defects.  Hut,  f 
if  ,,u'  the  main  emphasis  must  br  laid  on  tin-  work  of  dcfinint- 
IVI^  ■ political  and  tactical  (M.sitions  of  the  inttr- 

,!k  d working-class  movement. 

n*},10 nV-ichtS,  the  masses  ate  laced  with  the  question  : Fascism 
• -,1  ism.  ,r‘,r  or  }>€ilCe  ? 

°r'n  .issue  will  di'l^ud  on  the  strength  of  our  class,  <»u  tin-  work 
1 . vanguard,  on  tin-  ( ommimists. 
of  ‘ni‘  j^.(. ,‘jons  bear  a tremendous  responsibility,  the  rcsjxrn- 
- V*iv  of  increasing  their  influence  among  the  masses  in  i|„. 

S'ln  ' - , possible  lime  su  as  to  enable  our  Sections  to  lead  the 
^ . ,s  t‘»  the  decisive  struggle. 

in\\V  arc  entering  the  period  in  which  the  split  in  the  ranks  of 
, vorking  class  will  be  healed  and  we  are  thus  creating  in  the 
lhff  bi.u,  Cli*  ,ll(‘  fora:'  tlial  ui|l  bl*  capable  of  overthrowing 

'•imitalistn  and  establishing  the  dictatorsliip  of  the  prole- 

taThe  road  we  are  taking  is  the  creation  of  a proletarian  united 
t thv creation  of  trade  union  unity,  the  creation  of  a people’s 
” i/of  ah  the  toilers,  the  creation  of  a united  revolutionary 
_ .j,r  0f  the  proletariat  on  the  tried  theoretical  and  organiza- 
noiial  foundations  of  the  teachings  of  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and 

St\Ve,  the  Communists,  are  tlie  initiators  and  organizers  of  the 
broadest  lighting  front  of  the  workers  for  peace,  freedom  and 
bread  and  against  the  front  of  the  exploiters  and  oppressors. 

The  creation  of  such  a front  is  no  easy  task.  We  Communists 
must  know  how  to  make  ourselves  understood  by  the  masses, 
to  speak  t0  them  in  t,ieir  own  language,  to  capture  the  masses 

and  to  lead  them. 

We  must  learn  to  lead  in  a common  fight  millions  of  people, 
holding  different  views,  convictions  and  outlooks.  We  must 
therefore  so  adopt  the  style  and  methods  of  our  work  as  to 
achieve  the  maximum  contact  with  these  masses  in  the  shortest 
possible  time. 

We  Communists  must  know  how  to  utilize  every  change  in 
the  policy  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  eaclt  country,  every  antagonism 
within  the  ruling  classes,  in  order  to  repulse  reaction,  fascism, 
the  war  danger  and  the  capitalist  offensive. 

The  workers  and  peasants  of  the  Soviet  Union,  led  by  the 
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I 'arty  of  Lenin  and  Stalin,  have  shown  the  way  to  the 
of  the  whole  world. 


Workers 


Hie  victory  of  Socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union  endows 


Communists,  and  the  masses  with  the  strength  to  follow'*}  ■ 
example,  1,14 

The  contrast  which  Comrade  Popov  drew  in  his  impressiv 
speech  in  comparing  the  development  of  the  Soviet  Ukrain° 
with  the  development  of  the  West  Ukraine,  which  is  under  tl  *! 
sway  of  the  Polish  barons,  demonstrates  in  the  case  of  one 
particular  sector  the  contrast  between  the  two  worlds— tl>C 
world  of  Socialism  and  the  world  of  capitalism. 


The  bourgeoisie  is  driving  towards  fascism  and  war,  in  order 
to  escape  the  encirclement  of  the  revolutionary  front  of  the 
toiling  masses.  It  will  depend  on  us,  the  Communists,  it  will 
depend  on  the  working  class  whether  the  bourgeoisie  succeeds 
or  not. 


Never  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Communist  Parties  so 
great  and  serious  as  it  is  to-day. 

The  Seventh  World  Congress  of  the  Communist  International 
and  its  Sections  call  on  the  toiling  masses  to  engage  in  a joint 
fight  for  freedom,  peace,  bread,  Soviet  Government  and 
aocmhsm. 


Our  slogan  in  the  fight  to  win  over  the  majority  of  the  pro- 
letariat is  ; widen  the  front i Penetrate  deeper  into  the  mass 
organizations  f 

Our  task  within  the  Communist  Parties  is : Strengthen  the 
Parties  attd  raise  the  political  level  of  our  Party  organizations. 

Comrades,  let  us  fight  for  the  accomplishment  of  our  great 
historical  task  : namely,  to  achieve  the  emancipation,  the  welfare 
and  the  happiness  of  the  whole  of  toiling  humanity  / {Loud  and 
prolonged  applause . The  “ International  " is  sung.) 
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